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CHAP. I. 


Biddy's Reply to Stringer. Debate 
about returning to England. Biddy 
reſolves upon it. Goes with Mrs. 
Newburgh 7o fix upon 4 Ship. 
Taken in Cuſtody by the Way, and 
committed to Priſon. 


ART HE tedious Length of Strin- 
T & gers Oration, had made it 
neceflary to pauſe for Breath 
before he could proceed further, 
though poſſibly he might have ſo 

VOI. II. B done, 


. _  - . 


2 The HISTORY of 
done, had not I, who had already 


exerciſed my Patience to its utmoſt 
Extent, ſeized the Opportunity of 
a Reply. 

Mr. Stringer, ſaid I ſmilingly, 
permit me to give you Thanks for 
this Exhibition of the undiſguiſed 
Villain to me. I am obliged to you 
for this generous Declaration (which 
hath unfolded the Earl's Scheme to 
me, perhaps, beyond what my na- 
tural Genius might have penetrated) - 
of the unbecoming Part yourſelf are 
engaged in, under him ; and I muſt 
noways omit my Gratitude for the 
preſent Opportunity you have af- 
forded me, of oppoſing myſelf, to 
both yours, and your Maſter's Wiles : 
Then know, Sir, that neither is your 
Perſon, in my Eye, ſo amiable, or 
your Maſter's Liberality ſo profuſe, 
as to disjoin my Affection from its 
proper and lawful Object, my ever 
honoured and loving Husband, 
Lord G--r--d. 
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I may, without the leaſt injurious 
Imputation to my Honour, admit 
myſelf, in Stratagem, Artifice, and 
Perjury, unequal to cope with 
either of you; but added I, I 
have an Heart that can never 
be ſubdued, whilſt I am proſe- 
cuting a juſt and laudable Cauſe. 
This Heart I can look into with 
Delight and Tranſport, where 
every Corner 2 me with an 
Aſſemblage of Truth, Innocence, 
and Virtue; whilſt thine, alas! poor 
Wretch ! will not endure a Scrutiny ; 
nor canſt thou view thyſelf, or thine 
own Thoughts ſeriouſly, without 
Diſtraction at their Deformity. 

You, and your Aſſociates, may 
ranſack Hell itſelf for Plots fo 
deep as to affect my Life; but 
then, my Honour, my Integrity, 
my Claim to Lord G---r---d, will 
{hll remain unimpeached and irre- 
movable, 

Let your Employer mer, added 
L that his Inſtruments are too 
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feeble, to move an Heart like mine, 
fixed upon the ſolid and unerring 


Principles of Truth and Conſtancy. 


Let him grind his Teeth for An- 
guiſh, that his Contrivances are 


placed in ſo weak Hands as are to 
be baffled by a Woman. 


Let him know alſo, that I 


contemn his Threats, deſpiſe his 
Otters, laugh at his Artifices, and 


all his vileſt Malice ſucceeding 
againſt me, ſhall meet either Death, 


or Bonds, with that chearfulneſs his 
perplexed Conſcience muſt ever be 
a Stranger to. Nay, come the worſt 
that can befal me, in maintenance 
of my Integrity, I can walk the 
Streets of Dublin, in firm Depend- 
ance on the Direction of Providence, 
for my Support, to be collected 
from the Liberality of its Inhabi- 
tants. 2 

Notify this my Reſolution to your 


Maſter, and intreat him, if he is 


able, to ſupply his Agents with 
ſome Balſam, that may allay the 
Twinges 
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Twinges of a feſtering Conſcience, 
againſt you enter upon your Soul- 
deſtroying Practices, that the An- 
guiſh attendant on his Service, proves 
not paſt all Toleration. 

Go, thou curſed, black, deteſted 
Hell-hound, faid I, ſhroud thy Tor- 
tures beneath the ſable Covering of 
thy Patron's Favour. Begone, I 
ſay, proceed to your own Deſtruc- 
tion, and leave me to the Guidance 
of that Providence, which, behold- 
ing my unjuſt Sufferings, will re- 
compence my Innocence. 

Stringer would fain have replied, 

but I put a Stop to it, by calling in 
Mrs. Newburgh, and would hear no 
more ; when muttering Deſtruction 
againſt me, he quitted the Room. 

I informed Mrs. Newburgh of all 
that had paſſed between us, whilſt 
the poor Woman ſtood trembling 
for my Danger. She then plainly 
told me, that the Caſe was, in her 
Opinion, ſo extraordinary, and con- 
ſiſted (according to my Report) of 

, | B 3 ſuch 
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tuch a Complication of diabolical 
Miſchief, that had ſhe not been 
exceedingly prejudiced in favour 
of the Relator, ſhe ſhould ſcarce 
have credited it; nor were there 
many People on whom ſhe could 
have confided, in the like In- 
ſtance. 

If this was the Caſe, ſhe ſaid, if 
ever I ſhould be accuſed by them of 
a double Marriage, I muſt inform 
the Court at my Trial how I had 
been threatened, and the Reaſon of 
it, and that the Profecution was 
wholly malicious; when ſurely they 
would diſcredit any Evidence that 
fuch a Wretch as Stringer could 
give againſt me, and, not impro- 
bably, lay him by the Heels for it. 

No, no, Madam, faid I, the 
Knave is too well apprized, that 
whatever a Criminal, at the Bar, can 
offer for himſelf, without other 
Evidence to corroborate it, will be 
hut eſteemed a plauſible Pretence in 
his own Favour, and will avail him 
> * nothing, 
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nothing, either with Judge or Jury ; 
and that, you may be ſure, was his 
Reaſon for not admitting you at our 
Conference. Such a Wretch as 
Stringer would not grace his Profeſ- 
ſion, was he not thorough Maſter 
of all his Paces in it; for, believe 
me; there requires no leſs Study and 
Pains» to qualify a Man for a com- 
pleat Villain, than for the Magiſtrate 
that receives his Evidence. No, no, 
I muſt ſubmit my Cauſe to the only 
unerring Judge of all Men, and pa- 
tiently wait the Event. | 
Mrs. Newburgh adviſed me to go 
directly back to England, where I 
might have a much better Chance 
for defending myſelf than I could 
where I was, neither myſelf known, 
nor could procure my Witneſſes; 
but I replied, that as it had been 
to a Demonſtration viſible to me, 
that not -only my coming over 

had been expected, and myfelf 
watched from the Water-fide, hy 
them or their Accomplices, at my 
B 4 firſt 
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firſt Landing ; ſo I doubted not, but 


that every Movement of mine, ſince 
I had been at her Houſe, had been 

remarked by them ; and that ſhould 
] be apprehended in my Flight, 
after their Threats of ſuch Charges 
againſt me, my Attempt to eſcape 
them would be muſtered into the 
Rank of my criminal Actions, and 
probably augment the Rigour of the 
Law againſt me. 

I told Mrs. Newburgh, that under 
my preſent Circumſtances, and under 
the Privation of my deareſt Huſ- 
band, I would perfectly reſign my- 
ſelf to the Will of Heaven; for that. 
Life was no ſuch defirable thing to 
me, bereft of my Lord and Chil- 
dren, as that I ſhould ſubjet my- 
ſelf to the leaſt Cenſure for pre- 
ſerving it, though, at the ſame time, 
E confeſſed it would grieve me to 
loſe it by mere Artifice, to the tri- 
umph of my Enemies. 
| It was at leaſt ten Days after, this, 
before I heard the traſt Syllable 

from 


. 
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from either of my Accuſers, (for 
Stringer quitted Mrs. Newburgh's 
Lodgings the very next Day, Wc 
the above Conference between us) 
when having remained. ſo long free 
from Moleſtation from . them, both 
Mrs. Newburgh and I, were verily 
perſuaded, Te my Oppreſſors, per- 
ceiving me ſo reſolutely to have de- 
ſpiſed their Menaces, had deſiſted 
from their Purſuit, and had dropped 
their Deſigns againſt me; and that 
what I had before been threatened 
with, had but been acted, in order 
to have ſurpriſed me into their 
Meaſures. 

Hereupon, I began in good 
earneſt to prepare for my Embar- 
kation; but having, as I above 
hinted, wrote to my Lord's Banker, 
I purpoſed to wait for his Anſwer, 
and Remittances, before IJ went, 
not only leſt I ſhould prove deficient 
in Caſh, for my Journey. home ; 
but leſt, after my Departure, his 

1 -6 Let- 
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Letter ſhould- fall into 8 8 
Hands. 1 

It had proved longer than 1 had 
expected, before 1 — from the 
Banker; but when T did, it was in 


ſuch a fat Strain, as ſcarce left 


me Spirits enough to go through 
with it; but his own Worcs Will 
fill my Reader with the trueſt Idea 
of my Diſtraction. The Letter was 
as follows : 8 N 


Madam, ö 
1 Received your Ladyſhip's Com- 
mands, and believe me 1 ſuffer 
not lightiy in my own Mind, at 
my Diſability to comply with them; 
but your Ladyſhip will excuſe my 
Failure, when I have aſſured you, 
that about a Fortnight before 1 
had the Honour of yours, I had 
an Order under his Lordſhip's 
own Hand ſent me, not to part 
with any of his Caſh in my one 
to any Perſon, or upon any Pre 
tence whatſoever, without his ex- 
preſs 
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preſs Order for it, firſt had; and 
this Madam, I hope will prevail for 
your Pardon, in Hat I comply not 
with the Contents of your laſt to 
me. | 

I had heard that his Lordſhip 
was either juſt going, or gone 
abroad; but fearing he might, 
through Forgetfulneſs, have omitted 
the Care of his Houſhold, I ſent 
my Servant as you deſired, with 
the thirty Pounds for your Lady- 
ſhip's Houſekeeper; but his Anſwer 
to me, upon his Return was, that 
your Ladyſhip's Houſe was ſhut up, 
and that up6n Enquiry into' the 
Reaſon of it in the Neighbourhood, 
he was informed, that the Goods 
had all been fold by public Sale, 
and that the Servants were all 
diſmiſſed, L 
Jam to inform your Ladyſhip fur- 
ther, that none of the Notes you 
mention to have loſt, have as yet 
been at my Shop for Payment; but 
ſhould any of dan arrive, I ſhall 

| be 
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de ſure to ſtop them, and that I 
may act the moſt beneficially, that 
at preſent is in my Power for your 
Ladyſhip's Intereſt, if you pleaſe to 
command me where, I will remit 
the Money upon them to you, in 
caſe the Bearer cannot prove them 
his real Property, honeſtly come by. 
I remain, 


Your Ladyſhip's 
mt obedi ent Servant, 


F B 


My Heart was now ready to. 
fplit, nor had I either Time or 
Strength for Reflection, my Ideas 
barely paſſing through my Mind, 
and ſcarce leaving the leaſt Trace 
or Impreſſion behind them; ſo that 
perceiving myſelf unequal to the 
Taſk impoſed on me, and that the 
Exigency of my Affairs required a 
cooler Head, and leſs intereſted 
Judgment for their Direction, I 

cal- 
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called in Mrs. Newburgh to my 
Aſſiſtance. O]! Madam, ſaid J. 
holding the Letter in my Hand, 
what a Shock is here! You have 
heard my Story, and as one Miſ- 
fortune ſeldom advances without 
Attendants at its Heels; pray read 
this Epiſtle. —You have been 
apprized of the Purport of mine to 
the Writer of this.---Caſt your Eye 
upon his Anſwer.----O ! why am I 
ſuffered to ſubſiſt, under this Inun- 
dation of Adverſity. 

The good Woman having per- 
uſed it, turning to me, Madam, 
ſaid ſhe, 1 can but pity your Lady- 
ſhip from my Soul. Your Caſe is 
truly deplorable ; but how comes it 
to paſs, if, as you ſay, there is fo 
good an Underſtanding ſtill between 
his Lordſhip and you, that he ſhould 
have heen prevailed with, ſo poſi- 
tively to oppoſe your Receipt of 
any farther Supply from his Banker ? 
I ſhould be apt to think that the 
moſt ſevere Article againſt me, was 


I 
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I in your Place: As to the preſent 
Want of Caſh may be in, give 
me leave to preſume, that, not to 
be paſt Remedy, If your Lady- 
ſhip would pleaſe to purſue my Ad- 
vice, it ſhould be to haſten your 
Voyage to England, where no 
doubt, but the Laws will ſee you 
have Juſtice done you : For if Lord 
G—r—2dg is poſſeſſed of the Eſtate 
you have mentioned to me, the 
Courts will never ſuffer his Lady to 
remain in want of a reaſonable 
Competency from it, for her Sub- 
ſiſtance, ſhould his Lordſhip be 
ever ſo much prejudiced againſt . 
u. 

W Mrs. Newburgh, replied 
I, you are no ways to conceive of 
this as my Huſband's doing, whoſe 
Perplexities, I am ſatisfied, are 
equal to my own, at this our preſent 
Separation.-—-No, I am now per- 
ſuaded, that the Letter which firſt 

prevailed for my Voyage hither, 
was a Forgery, as mult alſo that be, 
| which 
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which my Banker ſuppoſes he has 
received from his Lordſhip; they 
are, they muſt be both Counterfeits. 
No, no, my deareſt Lord would 
exhauſt his whole Heart's-blood to 
ſerve me; would he then, think 
you, have denied me a trifling Con- 
ſumption of his Caſh ? Impoſſible ? 
but where to find him, that Thought 
diſtracts me; he may be waſting 
his precious Life in durance, and 
ſubject to Evils, far tranſcending 
thoſe I ſuffer; for nothing leſs 
could have detained him fo long 
from my Embraces. 

O! Mrs. Newburgh, added I, his 
Lordſhip hath a Soul ſo pure, Sen- 
timents of Affection ſo refined, and 
towards me ſo permanent, that no- 
thing leſs than unavoidable Ne- 
ceſſity, could have obſtructed his 
finding me above Ground, in all 
this Time; nor ſhall 1 enjoy an 
eaſy Moment, till I have induced 
you to ſhare Sentiments with me, 
relative to my ever dear Hufband ; 


but 
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but I will be perſuaded by you; and 
gain the Engliſb Shore with my beſt 
Expedition : For that it will 4 im- 
poſſible for me long to ſubſiſt here, 
upon my ſmall Stock. 

Mrs. Newburgh, aſſiſting all that 
was in her Power, preparatory to 
my Return, (for having neither 
Linen, Silk, or Woolen, beſides 
what was on my Back, ſave ſuch 
as I from time to time. borrowed of 
her) I had furniſhed myſelf with 
a ſmall Change of Things, and had 
only to beſpeak my Paſſage ; and for 
that Purpoſe, I ſet forwards the next 
Day in Company with Mrs. New- 
burgh, who was acquainted with ſe- 
veral Maſters of Veſſels, to pitch 
upon one, who ſhe could warrant 
to prove faithful to me; for I had 
been ſo baſely dealt by, that I even 
miſtruſted every Man, I had any 
thing to do with; but we had not 
proceeded more than half Way, be- 
fore I was ſurrounded. by a Gang 
of Fellows, with a Conſtable at 
their 
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their Head, and forcibly dragged 
before a Magiſtrate. 

At my Appearance before him, 
my Senſes were ſo ſhocked at the 
Notion of being deemed a Crimi- 
nal, that I had nothing in Nature 
to alledge in my own Juſtification ; 
but my Adverſaries being in much 
higher Spirits, and. both poſitively 
ſwearing, each to his having mar- 
ried me, a very {light Examination 
enſued, before I was committed 
to the public Jail, to take my Trial 
at the next Seſſions, with the com- 
mon Malefactors. 
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Biddy's Treatment from her Fellow- 
priſoners. Under-keeper's Deſcrip- 
tion of his Wards. Mrs. New- 
burgh V:/its Biddy. Agrees for 
her better Accommodation. Enters 
upon it. Stringer's Viſit overheard 
by the Keeper's Wife. 


HINK, ye, into whoſe Hands 

. theſe Sheets may hereafter fall ; 
Think, I fay, if it be poſſible, for 
you who have never undergone the 
like Trials, the Terrors of my 
Apprehenſion, in the loathſom Re- 
ſtraint of a common Priſon, amidſt 
the Oaths, the Blaſphemies, the 
Execrations of ſuch an abandoned 
Crew, as then ſurrounded me, in 
the Women's Ward there. 

My Griefs were ſo unutterable, 
as to drive me into one of the moſt 
obſcure Receſles of the Place, —_ 

ree ' 
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free from the Intrufion of my deſ- 
tined Companions, and ſecluded 
from my own Species, I might 
ſilently indulge the Torrent of Woe, 
which I began to feel too mighty 
for my Spirits to conteſt with ; for 
a flight Taſte of the mſupportable 
Speeches and Behaviour, of my 
unreflecting Aſſociates, ſoon made 
me moſt anxious for avoiding 
them. | 


I had not long been ſecreted in 
my defirable Obſcurity, before two 
of the moſt abandoned, and deteſ- 
table Wretches of my own Sex, 
finding me alone, and diſtant from 
the reſt of the Gang, ſwore, that 
no one ſhould partake of a Lodging, 
which they had appropriated to 
themſelves, without paying for it; 
and immediately caſting me alon 
upon the Floor, forced my Puri 
from my Pocket ; but indeed, with- 
out any great matter of Reſiſtance 
from me: For the Terror I ſuſ- 
tained under their Handling, had 
| rendered 
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rendered my feeble Oppoſition but 
inſignificant to them. 

No ſooner had they ſpoiled me 
of all that I had, than in a flout- 
ing Manner, exulting over me. 
Your Ladyſhip, ſaid they, may now 
pleaſe to riſe and be good Com- 
pany : For whilſt you had a Penny 
in your Purſe, I fuppoſe, you held 
yourſelf too good for our Society. 
Come, come, riſe J ſay, and be 
good Company; we have no De- 
grees here, of gentle and ſimple; 
then ſhew yourſelf one of us, now 
you are liſted into the 'Troop, where 
all are upon the level. 

Whilſt I was bemoaning myſelf 
| alone, under a Senſe of this ignomi- 
| nious Treatment, and regretting the 
| Loſs I had ſuſtained, without the 
| leaſt Proſpect of a Redreſs ; ; the two 
| 
; 


Women returned, with a Num- 
ber more of their | Siſterhood, and 
' with them a large Bottle of ſpirituous 
I Liquor. They, all drank to me, 
wiſhing my Ladyſhip Health and 


long 
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long Life, intimating, that they had 
been informed how fair a Chance 1 
ſtood for Preferment at the enſuing 
Seſſions. They then preſented me 
with ſome of their Liquor, in a 
naſty Pewter or Tin-veſſel, aſſuring 
me, of what Comfort I ſhould find 
it under my Affliction, it being an 
abſolute Specific, they ſaid, againſt 
Vapours and Low-ſpiritedneſs, which 
they took to be my Diſorder ; but I 
refuſing it, with ſome Deteſtation, it 
was directly thrown in my Face, 
and, as I verily thought, from the 
Exceſs of Miſery it reduced me to, 
would have burnt one of my Eyes 
Out. 

I told them, that they were wel- 
come to my Caſh, and that I wiſhed 
them merry with it, if it was poſſible 
ſo to be in that diſmal Place; but 
added, that were their Souls ſo heavy 
as mine, they would be as little diſ- 
poſed for Jollity as myſelf; and in- 
treated them to leave me to the Bit- 
terneſs of my own Reflections. 
I | D---n 
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D—n the B—h, how ſhe cants ? 
ſaid one of them. Her Ladyſhip's 
Spirits are a Cup too low, faid an- 
other. Fill her a Bumper, cried a 
third; then again throwing me 
upon my Back, and wrenching open 
my Mouths, they forced down my 
Throat ſuch a Torrent of their 
odious Spirits, as almoſt ſtrangling 
me, they left me, to ſtruggle myſelf 
into Life again, without either 
Shame or Remorſe. 

O! my deareſt Lord ! thought I, 
could you but be apprized of the Mi- 
ſeries I ſuffer for you, you could not 
ſurvive the Impoſſibility of relieving 
me , but, moſt probably, you are 
now charging me with equal Con- 
cern upon your own Account. 

] waited in the dark Corner I was 
then in, for the Remainder of th:t 
Day, and the whole of the enſuing 
Night till the ſecond Morning ; nor 
had I ever more, by Choice, deſerted 


it, had not one of the Under-keepers 


entered 
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entered upon me, to bring me my 
Allowance, and rouſed me. 

I made my Complaint to him, of 
the ill Treatment I had received 
from the reſt of my Fellow-priſoners, 
beſeeching him, that he would per- 
mit me to be ſeparated from them, 
if poſſible, though it were to the 
moſt direful Dungeon under his 
Care. O! ſaid I, that it were but 
poſſible for me to be incloſed in 
the moſt abject Place, which would 
but juſt contain my Body, rather 
than be compelled to an Aſſociation 
with my preſent Companions, tho' 
it were in the moſt ſplendid Apart- 
ment of a Regal- palace; for my 
preſent Situation, with them, is far 
more afflicting to me than Death 
itſelf. 

I ſhould be extremely glad, I told 
him, were it in my Power, to gra- 
tify him for any Civility that he 
might ſhew me, but that the Wo- 
men, my Companions, had vio- 
lently diveſted me of ſeveral Gui- 
I | neas 
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neas which I had brought in with 
me, though that had not occaſioned 
half the Concern to me, that my 
Subjection to their Company had, 
whoſe indecent Behaviour, and filthy 
Converſation, was my utter Aver- 
ſion. 

The poor Fellow ſhook his 
Head, but replied, that ſince For- 
tune had caſt my Lot amongſt 
them, it was pity-I could not rival 
their Actions; though ten to one, 
added he, but a few Days will bring 
you forward; for one of them, 
and, in my Opinion, the moſt aban- 
doned of them all, was, to all out- 
ward Appearance, juſt ſuch another 
as you ſeem to be, at her firſt taking 
the Trammels; but ſhe is now as 
compleat in her Paces, if not more 
ſo, than any of them; and, in all 
my Service here, I never met with 
ſo depraved a Set collected together 
before. | 

Ours, added he, is a very thriving 
Academy ; nor have I known many 

| to 
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to have been fo dull within theſe 
Walls, as not to have commenced 
Miſtreſſes of Arts before they quitted 
their Stations, how ignorant ſoever 
they might have been, at their firſt 
Admittance here. 

I ſhould be glad, added he, to 
aſſiſt you, was it in my Power; but 
am afraid you muſt weather it out 
with them. You muſt expect your 
firſt Reception will be a little gaul- 
ing; but Practice, Practice, I ſay, 
will render it familiar. Few enter 
Saints here, but they depart Devils. 

The Coolneſs of the Comfort the 
Man gave me, together with my 
twenty-four Hours Subſiſtance, ſunk 
me again into ſuch inexpreſſible Ca- 
lamity, that I might literally fay, 
My Bread was mingled with my Tears, 
nay, well-ſoaked in them; for my 
Heart was well nigh rent aſunder at 
the Contemplation of what Scenes 
were to ſucceed. | 

In the Afternoon, the Compaſſion 
of that humane Woman, Mrs. Ner- 
Vol. II. 9 burgb, 
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burgh, brought her to pay me 2 
charitable Viſit ; but upon her firſt 
Introduction to my female Cotnpa- 
nions in the Outer-room (for I kept 
myſelf altogether in a dark Receſs 
backwards) their Greeting furniſhed 
her with ſuch a Diſreliſh to their 
further Acquaintance, that, turning 
upon her Heel, glad ſhe was to retire 
out of their Clutches, and enterin 
the Keeper's Apartment, begged th 
Favour of my being admitted to her 
there. . | 

Mrs Newburgh had been ſo old an 
Inhabitant in Dublin, that ſhe was not 
only perfectly known to the Keeper, 
but to his Wife too; which latter 
had lived Servant. in her Brother's 
Family; fo that relating to her my 
hard Fate, and her Intent of viſiting 
me in the Place of my Confinement, 
had ſhe not encountered ſuch for- 
bidding Company by the way, the 
200d Woman prevailed with her 
Husband for bringing me out to 


ber. 
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No Mortal can conceive the Tranſ- 
ports of my Soul, at the News of 
Mrs. Newburgh's friendly Arrival ; 
but no ſooner had I heard that I 
was (though but for a Moment com- 
paratively) to be enlarged and ſepa- 
rated from my horrid Reſtraint, and 
from my more horrible Compa- 
nions, than my extaſy became un- 
utterable. 

My Gratitude for that kind Crea- 
ture's Concern for me, a wretched 
Being caſt out by Fate, and deſtitute 
of all other human Aſſiſtance, ran 
ſo high, as to reduce me to my 
Knees before her; where, embracing 
hers, I was, for a time, - incapable of 
expreſſing my Senſe of her Benevo- 
lence but by my Tears. 

The loving Woman, ſympathizing 
with me, intreated me to be com- 
forted, hoping, ſhe ſaid, that I ſhould 
{till live to trample over my Oppreſ- 
ſors, and baffle all their Attempts 
againſt me. O! Mrs. Newburgh ! 
replied I, you are ſenſible how I 
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have been beſet by baſe deſigning 
Villains; what Pains hath been 
taken to render me culpable in the 
Eye of the World, and to reduce 
me beneath the Compaſſion of my 
Fellow-creatures; how my Goods 
have been embezzled, my Subſiſt- 
ance ſtopt, and my Baggage plun- 
dered, and falſe Witneſſes have 
ariſen againſt me, charging me with 
Crimes not only in themſelves im- 
probable, but alſo fuch as it were 
impoſſible I could be guilty, but 
through a Privation of Senſe of Mo- 
deſty, Honour, and Intereſt. 
Yourſelf, Madam, before whom 
I now ſpeak it, are a Witneſs .that 
my Concern for all theſe Evils, 
though either of them ſingly, ſuffi- 
ciently diſtreſsful, exceeded not the 
Bounds of Moderation; nor even 
could the abſolute Succeſs of the 
preſent Conſpiracy againſt my Life 
and Honour, create in my Breaſt a 
Tythe of the Sorrow, that my Con- 
finement in the ſame Rooms, and in 


the 
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the Sight and Hearing of that Knot 
of licentious and iniquitous Women, 
my preſent Companions affords me; 
and - yet, with theſe, I am either 
conſtrained to conſort myſelf, qr 
they, to an inſufferable Degree, 
contemn and abuſe me: 

O! my dear Mrs. Newburgh ! 
added I, was it but poſſible for me 
to be removed from their hated Fel- 
lowſhip, methinks my Confinement 
would be as nothing to me, I could 
ſtill ſubſiſt comfortably, and to my 
Satisfaction; for it is not Confine- 
ment itſelf that could render me un- 
happy, but the being conjoined to 
ſuch an. Aſſemblage of notorious 
Wretches, than whoſe Society no 
Death can be more ſhocking to 
me. BUST, - EC wi 

After we had fpent.about an Hour 
together, and that I had informed 
Mrs. Newburgh, and the Keeper's: 
Wife, in what manner I had been 
uſed by the Priſoners, as that they 
had plundered me of every Farthing 

iq: 2. 1 


39 The HISTORY of 


brought in with me, and had ever 
ſince been drinking at my Expence; 
their Hearts were ſo mollified at my 
Relation, that Mrs. Newburgh her- 
ſelf gave me a Jacobus *, nor ſhall 
this be the laſt, I can aſſure your 
Ladyſhip, faid ſhe ; for though my 
Income is but ſmall, Innocence op- 
preſſed, as I am fully perſuaded 
yours 1s, ſhall never ſuffer Depreſ- 
fon whilſt I can ſupport you, though, 
in the End, ſo doing ſhould intro- 
duce me here to keep you Com- 
pany ; for my Nature will not per- 

mit me to remain an indolent Spec- 
tator of ſuch Scenes. 

Turning then to the Jailer's Wife, 
who had herſelf been ſo moved with 
my Story as to have wept heartily ; 
you, added Mrs. Newburgh, have 
known me and my Family many 
Years, and are ſenfible, that I ſhould 
not become an. Advocate for this 
Lady, or intereft myſelf in her Af- 
fairs, was I not morally aſſured of 


* A Gold Coin, uſed in the Reign of 
Fames I. value 25 Shillings. 
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the Injuſtice of her Sufferings, and 
that her Caſe is, literally, as herſelf 
has repreſented it. Now, give me 
your friendly Advice; 1s it practi- 
cable for any Means to be uſed for 
freeing this Lady (I mean not from 
Confinement, for that I myſelf would 
become reſponſible for her, Body 
for Body, as to her Honour, Truth, 
and Fidelity, but) from that fo bar- 
barous Society of her Fellow-pri- 
ſoners ? | 

The good Woman replied, that 
her Husband's Bread depending upon 
the ſafe Cuſtody of his Priſoners, as 
the Lady had been committed for a 
Crime which might prove capital, it 
would be a dangerous Experiment 
to venture fuch an one in any other 
Hold thau what the Government 
had appointed for them, leſt, by 
affording them an Opportunity for 
eſcaping (ſhould they make uſe of it) 
himſelf ſhould be condemned by 
his Superiors, and deprived of the 
Means of his future Subſiſtance. 

N Mrs. 
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Mrs. Newburgh collecting from 
this Speech of the Jailer's Wife, 
that it lay wholly in her Husband's 
Breaſt to ſecure me in what Part of 
the Priſon he pleaſed, and that my 
Forthcoming at the Seſſions was 
what he had, principally, to be con- 
cerned about; for that his own Suf- 
tering, in caſe of my Eſcape, was 
the ſole Motive to prevent my Re- 
ſtraint from being transferred to his 
own Apartment only; and reaſon- 
ing with herſelf, that it being 
in the Body of the Jail, there 
could be but little Danger of my 
Elopement, ſhe deſired that the 
Keeper himſelf might be called to 
her. | 

She ſtated the Nature of my Caſe 
to him, the Perſuaſion ſhe had of 
my Innocence, and her Senſe of the 
Honour ſhe was aſſured that I poſ- 
ſeſſed, with the Rank I bore in Life, 
and Difficulties I endured in the 
common Women's Ward; for all 
which, after many other Arguments . 

| pro- 
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produced in my Favour, the, at 


length prevailed, for withdrawing 
me from the Situation I ſo much 
abhorred, into his own Apartment, 
provided that herſelf, and alſo her 
Brother, who was a Merchant of 
great Eminence in the City, would, 
in due manner, become bound for 
my quiet Demeanour, without ſo 
much as attempting an Eſcape, all 
which ſhe engaged he ſhould receive 
Satisfaction in, the very next Morn- 
ing. 

3 proſperouſly proceeded 
thus far, as a Method for my future 
Subſiſtance muſt neceſſarily occupy 
her next Thoughts (for ſhe had be- 
fore aſſured me, that ſhe would ad- 
vance ſomewhat weekly for my Diet, 
# ſuperior to the Priſon- allowance) ſhe 
& agreed with the Keeper's Wife for 
my Board with her, at the Rate of 
ſo much a-week, whilſt I ſhould 
remain with her, and that they 
might be engaged to treat. me with 
the greater Civility and Reſpect, ſhe: 

| KS. . : "2 
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pony them a Gratuity, the next 
orning. 

In ſhort, though Mrs. Newburgh's 
Acquaintance with me was not yet 
df a full Month's Standing, I have 
often reflected, by what unforeſeen 
Methods 2 Providence ſees 
fit frequently, for its own wiſe 
Purpoſes, to depreſs us Mortals) 
it can {till preſerve us from ſink- 
ing, till the fame Juſtice and Wil- 
dom ſhall again co-operate to our 
Elevation. 

I had but little Enjayment of the 
latter Part of Mrs. Newburgh's Stay 
with me, from the Dread I had of 
her ſpeedy Departure, and of my 
Return to my old Lodging, nor 
could I, without the moſt pungent 
Suffering, accompany my Keeper to 
the Ward; but it was a Matter of 
Neceflity, and comply I muft. 

I entered it far more heavily after 
this little Enlargement, than I had 
done at firſt; nor do I believe, 
I could have ſuſtained myſelf at- 
any 


my Own LI x. 357 
any Nate, upon the Shock of it; 
but from the Proſpect I had of its 
Continuance, only till the next 
Morning; under which comfortable 
Reflection, I folaced myſelf pro- 
digiouſly. | 

F was no ſooner locked in again, 
than I had the whole Siſter-hood 
round me, curtſying, and making 
their Game of my Ladyſhip, (for 
they ſeemed mighty fond of the 
Repetition of that Word) J retreated, 
without a Word of Reply, into my 
back Apartment again, in the Hope 
they would then have left me, but 
their Intent was otherwiſe: For, 
ſticking cloſe to me, they all accom- 
panied me into it, ſwearing, and ut- 
tering ſuch abominable Talk to 
each other, as the leaſt Idea where- 
of, is a Scandal to the human Re- 
flection; nor was it poſſible for the 
lewdeft, or moſt abandoned of the 
other Sex, to have exceeded it. 

I was aſked who it was that had 
been to viſit my Ladyſhip? I replied, 
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a Friend; and a true Friend. A 
Friend, ſaid one of them, can't 
expreſs ſtronger Symptoms of Af- 
fection, than in Poverty; and III 
be ſworn, her Ladyſhip was as poor 
as Job's Grandmother when ſhe left 
us.— Let's ſee what a Friend ſhe 
has had, ſaid another; then ſeizing 
me again, and forcing me along, 
they flung me down, and be- 
reaved me of my Jacobus in an 
Inſtant; but not without my crying 
out for help, which I had no ſooner 
began to do, but one of their Fiſts 
to my Mouth, with a Menace, 
that for another Word they would 
cut my Throat, ſoon quieted me. 
Surely never crept Time ſo ſlug- 
giſhly, as the few remaining Hours, 
till I could have Reaſon to expect 
my dear Mrs. Newburgh again. At 
length it arrived, and with her, to 
my inexꝑreſſible Joy, ſhe brought 
her Brother. They were ſettling, 
the Capitulation, and had near 
finiſhed it, when I entered to them; 
12 | where 
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where falling on my bended Knees, 
and delivering myſelf in every Term, 
whereby I might beſt expreſs my 
Gratitude, and the Senſe of the Fa- 
your conferred upon me, I de- 
clared, that in my own Imagination, 
I could behold the Alteration of my 
Circumftances, in little leſs pleaſing: 
a Sight, than as a Tranſlation from 
Hell to Paradiſe. 

I was then ſhewn my Lodging- 
room, which was properly, what I 
could call my own; for otherwiſe, 
I had the Uſe of the Keeper's. whole 
Apartment, in common with him 
and his Family. My Room was 
wholly incaſed with. Stone, without 
the leaſt Ornament to diſguiſe its 
natural Roughneſs. It had one 
ſmall Window in it, whereto was 
faſtned a Caſement, that had 
formerly, moſt probably, been 
glazed; and though my Bed ſtood 
in ſo ſcanty and dark Dimenſions, 
as I could by no means lie along in; 


and my Bed-clothes conſiſted but of 
| little 
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little better than a Bundle of varie- 
gated Rags; yet my Landlady her- 
ſelf, (as I might then call her) be- 
ing a very humane Woman, and 
her Proviſions (though no way 
elegant, yet) wholeſom; I lived to 
my thinking like a Queen, to what 
J had before done, and being a 
great Lover of Needle-work, 1 
wrought as diligently at it for my 
Keepereſs, as if it had been for my 
Lively-hood; but above all Things, 
was extremely nice, if poſſible, 
never to be abſent, from either the 
Sight of my Keeper, or his Wife, 
leſt they ſhould ſuſpect me of me- 
ditating my Eſcape. 

Mrs. Newbrurgh's Humanity hav- 
ing prompted her to ſend me a ſmall 
Shift of Linen, and once or twice 
a-week favouring me with a Viſit, 
I' am perſuaded, that few People in 

Circumſtances, could have 
rendered the Situation that I was 
in, leſs irkſome to them than I did; 
fave that my deareſt Lord being 

| never 
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never abſent from my Mind, for 
him, and for my dear Children, I 
never failed of weeping for ſome 
Hours every Day. ; 

My Landlady had, in a ſhort 
Time, imbibed ſo advantageous a 
Fancy for me, on Account of my 

entle Demeanor to herfelf and her 
Family. that after about three Weeks 
converſe together, both ſhe and her 
Huſband grew quite careleſs of me, 
and numberlefs Opportunities had 
they afforded me of eſcaping; but 
my Integrity to my dear Sureties, 
now more eſteemed by me than 
Life itſelf, had prevented my En- 
couragement of the leaſt Suggeſtion, 
that Way tending; nay, as an In- 
ſtance of my Keeper's Confidence 
in my Honor, I having not ſeen 
Mrs. Newiurgh for one whole 
Week, and bemg exceeding uneaſy 
at it, and deſirous of ſending an 
Enquiry after her Health, he told 
me, that as it was then dark, and 
no one would know me if I mobbed 

up, 
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up, I might go to her myſelf if I 
pleaſed: For that he was under no 
Apprehenſion of my not returning. 

I muſt confeſs, the Confidence 
he would have placed in me, gave 
me the height of Satisfaction; but 
I declined the Favour, aſſuring him, 
that ſo long as there exiſted but a. 
Poſſibility of his being drawn in 
queſtion upon my Account, how- 
ever unlikely or improbable it might 
be, I could no ways reconcile to my- 
ſelf any Meaſures, which might but 
eventually redound to his Pre- 


judice. 


In about the ſixth Week of my 
Impriſonment, Stringer came to 
pay me a Viſit; but no ſooner had 
I heard his Name, (for I had given 
a Caution to my Landlady not to 
ſuffer any one but Mrs. Newburgh 
to have admittance to me, without 
previous Notice) than I refuſed him 
any Conference with me; till after 
long Intreaty for that Favour, and 
WE that his Viſit was ſolely de- 

ſigned 
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ligned for my Benefit, I at length 
permitted him to be introduced ; my 
Landlady, at my Requeſt, having' 
firſt planted herſelf in a little Cloſet 
in the Room, properly, for ob- 
ſerving all that ſhould paſs be- 
tween us. 

At the firſt Sight of me, in that 


wretched Place, whom he had 
often been obliged to in much 
higher Life, vile as he was, his 
Heart could not refrain. from melt- 


ing, as I could plainly diſcover, 
through every of his Artifices to 
- conceal it from me. = 
After a ſhort Pauſe to recover 
himſelf, he began upon the fame 
Topic, uſhered in by the fame Mo- 
tives, and ſupported by fimilar Ar- 
guments as at his laſt Diſcourſe with 
me; for which Reaſon, I ſhall not 
here again repeat them ; but I boldly 
aſſured him, that his Politicks were 
too courſe, for producing any de- 
ſirable Effect from me. | 


LS ; Stringer, 
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Stringer, having hitherto fo 
lowered his Voice, that I was du- 
bious whether my Landlady had 
heard him or not; I proceeded in 
ſomewhat a louder Strain than I 
had before uſed, and at the ſame 
time walking about the Room, 
meerly, that he might be excited 
ſo to raiſe his Voice as to be heard 
by her, I accoſted him in the fol- 
lowing manner. 

You, Mr. Stringer, ſaid I, who 

pear here as a Lover, methinks, 
ſhould have begun your Addreſs in 
a more eligible Manner. Was there 
ever a Suitor on Earth before, that 
in order for his Miftreſs the more 
ſmoothly to accept of his Applica- 
tion, and that he might the more 
readily know where to find her, 
laid her in a Jail? Methinks, you 
ſhould rather have preſented me 
with the Diverſions of the City; 
delighted my Palate with Elegan- - 
cies ; flattered my Senſes. with Mu- 
lick, and mollified my ſtubborn _ 
| Heart, 
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Heart, by even an affected Complai- 
ſance, rather than have taken this 
rough Courſe with me? Or did you 
imagine that my Morals, when fſuf- 
ficiently vitiated in this Cloyſter, 
would be reduced to greater Pliancy 
with your Purpoſes? | 
Madam! replied Stringer, no 
Mortal breathing can pay a greater 
Deference to every your Ladyſhip's 
Perfections than I do; and but that 
you purſue Means moſt unfriendly 
to yourſelf, in Contradiction to my 
every Argument for your Po: 
I could adore you. Was ever Paf- 
fion more predominant, in. a ſingle 
Inſtance, amongſt Mankind, think 
you, than mine is for” you? Have 
F not run all * Hazards for you? 
Have I not met with the ſevereſt 
Treatment? Born it patiently ? Sub- 
mitted in every Inftance, to what- 
ever you have inflicted upon me? 
And now, what but your own fake, 
and my oyerbearing Love for you, 

eam 


\# 
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can move me, to the End I am 
now aiming to gain you by f 

Your Ladyſhip is not to ſuſpect 
me as a Perſon greedy of injuring 
you. You muſt in viewing me, 
behold a Lover, endeavouring to 
free you from the Oppreſſions of 
an injured Father, inwardly gauled, 
tor the Prejudices which his Son 
muſt ſuſtain from his Marriage with 
you. The Earl of B z, could 
marry Lord G--r--d to-morrow, to 
above ninety thouſand Pounds Ad- 
vantage, did not your Ladyſhip in- 
tervene. Then, if you love Lord 
G—r—d, why will you oppoſe his 
ſo apparent Advancement ? Eſpe- 
cally, when, (and I hope I need 
not be ſuſpected of Flattery, ſhould 
I fay) you may in me, find another 
Huſband, noways his inferiour, 
fave in Fortune; whereby, you will 
not only reſtore Peace to an aged 
Father, but render both - yourſelf, 
and me, happy, and his Lordſhip 
qualified, for that Obedience, he 


cannot 
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cannot now pay to an indulgent 
Parent. 

Having drawn from Stringer, ſuf- 
ficient, as I conjectured, for m 
preſent Purpoſe, I ſignified, that 
the Subject being diſagreeable to 
me, I deſired his Abſence, for that 
I choſe to be in private: But he 
replied, that as I had permitted him 
fo far, he ſhould be loath to depart, 
without ſome Hope, of at len 


prevailing with me, and preſſed for 


my peremptory Anſwer. 

I replied, that his Errand to me, 
though himſelf made ſo light of it, 
was of a Nature not to be replied 
to, but after mature Confideration, 
which having never as yet given it, 
I muſt defer all further Reply, ll 
another Opportunity. 

When? O!] when, deareſt Crea- 
ture, ſaid he, will you command 
me, on my Knees, to receive the 
Bleſſing? I told him, that as I was 
always at home, he might be ſure 
of finding me a few Days hence : : 


3 For 


. 
* 
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For that I muſt have a little Time 
to myſelf firſt. 
Having appointed a Day and 
Hour for his Return, he E. fain 
have ſaluted me at Parting; but I 
politively forbid that Familiarity, 
Having already played a moſt unde- 
ſirable Part, in affording him even 
the Hope I had done ; but it was 
with a View of making further Uſe 
of him, ſhould I afterwards find it 
neceſſary. 

80 "IAN as he had taken his 
leave of me, I called out my Land- 
lady from her Retreat, and aſked 
her 480 47 HD ſhe had heard us? who 

replied, that ſhe was perfect Miſ- 
treſs of all that had paſſed between 
us, Then lifting up her Hands 
and Eyes; was ever ſuch a Train 
laid, ſaid ſhe, to draw in any young 
Creature to her Ruin ? What think 

ou? ſaid I, Mrs. O Carell, (for 
that was her Name) is that Man 
my Huſband? He is mine equally, 

replied the; but if I may take his 


own 
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own Word for it, Lord G is. 
And are you to undergo a Trial for 
marrying this Man? I replied, it 
was what I was ſent thither for, 
and that my other Huſband, was 
to prove juſt ſuch another Marriage 
with me, as this could; ſave that 
he varied from this in one Circum- 
ſtance, which was, that I never 
beheld his Face till the Night of 
my landing in Dublin; whereas, I 
had known this for a conſiderable 
Time before. 

Mrs. O Carol! aſked me, how it 
could be poſſible for them to prove 
their Allegations? I may as well 
enquire that of you, faid I, not that 
in the leaſt diſpute their good 
Will in aiming at it; nay, each of 
them hath ſworn me to be his 
Wite, already. _ Fe 

am heartily ſorry, ſaid ſhe, that 
I cannot appear as a proper Witneſs 
for you; but fear it might rather 
prove pggudicial to you than other- 
wiſe, to” have the Keeper's Wiſe 

| before 
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before the Court, as a Liſtener ; but 
as he will certainly be with you 
again at the Time appointed, it 
may not be amiſs for you to have 
ſome one here, ſhut up in my 
Cloſet, who may make proper Re- 
marks for you, and that they may 
be ſure of the Perſon who ſpeaks 
to you, I will have an Hole hand, 
in a Part of the Partition, where 1 
myſelf whilſt I fat there, judged it 
would be moſt convenient, for ſee- 
ing who and who were together. 

I was not long in appropriating 
that Service, in my own Mind, to 
Mrs. Newburgh, as a Perſon 
of Credit, well known, and than 
whom, no one could deliver her 
Story to more Advantage. I ſent 
therefore for her, and acquainting 
her with my Requeſt, ſhe: readily 
accepted the Poſt, at the ſame 
time hinting, that as two Witneſſes 
were better than one, ſhe would 
bring her Niece with her, a very 
ſmart young Lady, and one, who 

| in 
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in Affairs of Love, ſhe ſaid, would 
probably, prove far more circum- 
ſtantial than herſelf; then, having 
a quicker Memory too, would be 
more apt, at the Recollection of all 
Particulars. | 


Witneſſes to every thing which might 
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CHAP. II. 
Stringer's ſecond Viſit to Biddy. Di/- 


courſe overheard by Mrs. New- 
burgh and her Niece. Biddy pre- 
pares for Trial. Is put off. Mrs. 
Newburgh lat next Seſſions. The 
Indictment proved againſi Biddy. 
Her Defence. Juryman knows 
Biddy. Proſecutors taken ini 
Cuſtody. | = 


18 appointed Day being ar- 

rived, Mrs. Newburgh and her 
Niece were with me, and we had 
all prepared ourſelves for our ſeveral 
Parts, upon the firſt Notice of the 
Approach of Stringer. We waited 
not long before he, by the Servant, 
craved Admittance to me ; then 
placing Mrs. Newburgh and her 
Niece, where they could both be 


pals 
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paſs between us, I ordered him to 
be introduced. 

I ſhall not tire my Reader with 
the complimentary Part of our Dia- 
logue, but proceed to the material 
Part at once. I brought him to an 
Acknowledgment of the Earl's firſt 
Knowledge of, and Perturbation at, 
his Son's Marriage with me; che 
Offer he had made me, if I would 
quietly relinquiſh my Claim to Lord 
G--r—-d, and that the Scheme of 
marrying me to him [Stringer] was 
in order to have my ſecond Match 
as a Security for my Silence as to 
that with Lord G -d, and then 
he preſſed me over and over to marry 
him, from the many Advantages 
which would every way redound 
from it. 

Upon my demanding how he 
could have the Confidence to declare 
ages at Mrs. Newburgh's, that 

was his Wife; dear Lady! ſaid he, 
it had ſo been concerted with the 
Ban, before my coming over, and 


D 2 that 
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that I ſhould, if poſſible, decoy you 
to my Bed, little doubting, but could 
1 compaſs that, you would after- 
wards be much more compliant to 
Marriage with me. 

He faid it had likewiſe been con- 
cluded, that ſhould he fail of his 
View in bedding with me, he was 
to declare me to be his Wiſe ; and 
that Player (who was a poor Wea- 
ver, heh gentilized upon that 
Occaſion) ſhould alſo claim me as 
his Wife; when, if their Menaces 
would noways terrify me into a 
Marriage with him, they were both 
then to proſecute. me for Bigamy, 
and ſwear themſelves ür mar- 
ried to e. 

How was it poſſible * you, Mr. 
Stringer, to play the Villain in the 
groſs Manner you have related, for 
the ſake of any Man's Favour or In- 
treaty, to the utter, undoing 'of your 
own. Soul? Madam, replied; he, 
Love, like mine, admits no Bounds; 


nor can it be confined, though Hell 


itſelf 
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itſelf lay open to me. Your Cruelty 
has already diſtracted me, and what- 
ever ſhall follow, muſt be imputed 
to that as a neceſſary Conſequence. . 

And, Madam, added he, whilſt 
a Man lives in this World, he 
bears about not only a Soul but a 
Body too; neither in his Regard for 
that muſt this be neglected. It muſt 
eat, muſt drink, and muſt have 
where to lay its Head. 55 

Jam afraid, Mr. Stringer, replie 
I, that after the Execution of theſe 
wicked Devices, wherever you may 
lay your Head, you will find 
but an uneaſy Pillow; but how if 
what you have now publiſhed to me, 
faid I, ſhould: hereafter riſe up in 
Evidence againſt you? Stringer then 
looking about him, replied, that he 
thought himſelf very ſecure: in that 
reſpect, unleſs I ſhould ſummon 
thoſe Stones (pointing to the Walls) 
to bear Teſtimony for nee. 

He then urging my Conſent o 
marry him, without more ado, and 

" "ES: thereby 
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thereby procure my Diſcharge; pray 
what will Mr. Player ſay in that caſe? 
demanded I; how will he take it ? 
Dear Lady! ſaid Stringer, joke not 
at my ſollicitude. Tho' the World 
knows not but that he may be your 
Huſband, and he will, nay hath 
ſworn himſelf ſo to be, you and I 
are better adviſed than to credit him; 
nor will there then be the leaſt fur- 
ther Occaſion for his Proceedings 
againſt you, the End for which we 
are both obliged to perſecute you 
being anſwered, ſo ſoon as you are 
my Wife. Come, come, dear Lady 
make both yourſelf and me happy. 
As for Lord G---7-—d you can have 
nothing to fear from him, in a Point 
that will prove ſo grateful to his Fa- 

ther. | 
I! was juſt then about to have diſ- 
miſſed Stringer, under ſome ſmall 
Expectation of his having made a 
further Progreſs in his Suit with me, 
that in caſe we ſhould have found 
him further neceſſary, I nn 
| ave 
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have been without Hope of a future 
Viſit from him; when Mrs. Ner- 
burgh, Who was,” through Corpu- 
lency, pretty purſy, being tickled by 
the Noſe, and unable to ſtifle it, 
ſneezed two or three times very 
loudly. Stringer hereupon turning 
pale as Death, and ſtarting, What! 
who is that? ſaid he. Some body 
in the next Room, replied I. But 
he, all Suſpicion, running to the 
Cloſet-door, and opening it, gave 
immediate Liberty to good Mrs. 
Newburgh and her Niece. 

So Madam! faid the Villain, with 
the moſt inſolent Air of Aſſurance 
imaginable, are you turned Eveſ- 
dropper ? And pray, Miſs, what 
may you have heard worth remem- 
bering ? ſaid he to the Niece. Came 
you hither to learn how to make 
Love, my Dear? No, Sir, anſwered 
8 ſhe; to learn how to preſerve my 
Body at the Expence of my Soul, 
= which happens to prove a new Doc- 
D 4 trine 
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teine to me; but one may live and 
learn, I ſee. 

Fie! Fie! Mr. Stringer, ſaid 
Mrs. Newburgh, gravely; how can 
you dare to look me, or that Lady, 
in the Face, ſince the Profeſſions 
you have heretofore made in my 
Preſence? What? faid he, you have 
overheard my Courtſhip, I ſuppoſe | 
Such Courtſhip, added ſhe, as 1 
ſhudder at; and what there could 
have been no Occaſion for, had this 
Lady already been your Wife. 
Madam, faid Stringer, ſhe is the 
moſt ſkittiſh Toad breathing. I 
never lay with her in my Life till 
after a Courtſhip twice as tedious as 
this you have overheard ; but a Pox 
on your damned ſneezing, had it 
not been for which, ſhe was juſt 
vielding to me, and we might have 
been in Bed by this time. 

Sir, ſaid I, there can be no Evi- 
dence againſt you fave theſe Stones; 
what need you therefore concern 

| | your- 
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yourſelf how you have behaved to 
me alone? 

I approve the Joke abundantly, 
ſaid he; and as it was what I ſuſ- 
pected, I had prepared myſelt with 
a random Story, of a Cock and a 
Bull, and an Earl, and I know not 
what, merely for the Amuſement 
of your cloſeted Gentry: So let them 
lay their Heads together, and make 
the moſt of it — l am in haſte.— 
Adieu. Then ſnatching up his Hat, 
he left us, ſeemingly under great 
Confuſion. 

Was there ever ſuch a conſum- 
mate Piece of Cruelty practiſed be- 
fore! ſaid; Mrs. Newburgh.—But I 
am heartily glad I was here; and 

my Dear, 4d ſhe, as the en 
are now coming on, pray command 

myſelf and Niece upon your Service. 

We will go home, refreſh, our Me- 
mories, and put all Inga. | black and 
white againſt the Trial. 

As I had for ſome time before 
been preparing for my Defence, I 

BET D 5 ſent 
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ſent for my Sollicitor, to inform him 
of what freſh Matter I had in my 
Favour, that he might add it to his 
Breviate ; for I muſt own, I was in 
great Hopes of a Releaſe from my 
Confinement; nor would a Con- 
veyance to my Execution have been 
half ſo irkſome to me as the Thought 
of a longer Impriſonment; the whole 
Expence whereof lay ſo heavy upon 
Mrs. Newburgh, who had hitherto 
advanced every Penny for me'there, 
that I began to doubt its ever Heing 
in my Power to return her Courteſy. 
The Seſſions were now begun; 
but whilſt I waited in high Expec- 
tation of being hourly called to the 
Bar, my Sollicitor coming to me in 
the Evening of the firſt Day, in- 
formed me, that the Proſecutors 


having moved the Court, to put off 


my Trial to the next Seſſions, for 
want of à material Evidence, who 
was upon his Journey from England, 
but not then arrived, the Court had 
granted their Motion, 


This 


/ 
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This Intelligence, ſo oppoſite to 
my Wiſhes, ſtruck me with ſuch 
Vexation, as to induce a ſevere Fit 
of Illneſs, which had very near colt 
me my Life, and the nearer I ap- 

| prehended myſelf to my Diſſolution, 
the more happy did I conjecture my- 
ſelf ; but J was to be reſerved for 
{till ſeverer Sufferings : For by the 
time that I was perfectly recovered, 
and the Seſſions at hand again, Mrs. 
Newburgh was fallen down in a 
Fever, and had kept her Bed for 
ſome Days. 

I was almoſt at my Wit's End, 
when I perceived that I muſt be 
forced on to Trial, without the Pre- 
ſence of ſo material an Evidence as 
Mrs. Newburgh ; for indeed, it could 
appear to me in no better Light, 
than that of caſting my Life into the 
Hands of a Cabal of Ruffians, whom 
I knew determined to ſeize it at all 
Events. : * ß 

I conſulted my Sollicitor, who 
applied to my Council for Advice 

| s how 
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how to proceed, for the deferring of 
my Cauſe till the next Seſſions, for 
want of Mrs. Newburgh's Teſti- 
mony ; but the Proſecutors, who 
rejoiced heartily at this favourable 
Accident, upon my moving the 
Court for the Purpoſe, ſo effectually 
oppoſed me, that the Court would 
not grant my Requeſt: For they 
aliedged, that the Facts ariſing in 
England, and the double Marriage 
only to be proved, it was highly 
improbable, that a Witneſs altoge- 
ther reſiding in Dublin, ſhould be 
capable of offering any material Ob- 
jection, ſo that to Trial I was obliged 
to go, and to Trial I went; but 
when my Indictment came to be 
read, I could ſcarce comprehend 
myſelf to be the Party Criminal: For 
J heard that Bridget Farmer, alias 
Stringer, alias Player, alias Shepard, 
alias Lady G---r---4, had done fo 


and fo; and that in ſhort, I was one 
| (Wa all they charged! me with was true) 


, Who 
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who had long ſince deſerved hang- 
ing. 
This long Bead-roll being ended, 
the Evidences againſt me were, firſt, 
a Certificate pretendedly ſent from 
one of the Pariſh Regiſters in Lon- 
don; ſecondly, a Man who ſwore by 
the Name of Grimes, that he was 
preſent at my Marriage with Player, 
Juſt five Years before, which was 
about the time the Certificate was 
dated; that he had for many Years 
been acquainted with Player, and 
had often been at Player's Houſe, 
where he and I lived together as 
Man and Wife. 

Well! what could be ſtarted on 
my Side, in Contradiction to this 
yu Evidence? For my Part, I 

ad only my own plain Negative to 
offer, beſides two of my Lord's Let- 
ters, that I had, in my Confinement, 
diſcovered to be in my Pocket, one 
for me to ſend him the Children to 
the Earl's, and the other that which 
brought me to Dublin after him. 
| Theſe 
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Theſe I produced ; but it being de- 
manded of me who could prove 
them, I was therein defective. 

I affured the Court of Stringer's 
Intimacy with my Huſband Lord 
G--r—d, and but that he was one of 
my Proſecutors, he could prove his 
Lordſhip's Hand minutely ; however 
Irregular this might be, Stringer de- 
fired that he might have a Sight of 
the Letters, for that his Principle 
for Juſtice would engage him to deal 
faithfully with the Court, though 
he might not be allowed of as an 
Evidence. He admitted the Know- 
ledge of his Lordſhip's Hand ; but 
inſiſted, that from his long Familia- 
rity with his Lordſhip, had I been 
his Wife, he muſt have known it; 
then caſting his Eye on the ſeveral 
Letters, and thence turning them 
upwards, as in Abhorrence of ſo vile 
an Impoſition upon the Court, he 
declared them adownright Forgery. 
My firſt Marriage being thus in- 
| diſpurbly proved, to the Satisfac- 

1 tion 
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tion of the whole Court, they pro 
ceeded to the ſecond with Wager, 
which he ſolemnly ſwore to, at 57. 
Ethelburga, in London, and my old 
Maid E/tber backed him, upon Oath 
of her Preſence at the Ceremony. 

Surely, if ever there was an Hell 
upon Earth, the Court at that Time 
was it, or ſo near- to it in Re- 
ſemblance, that it might well have 
been taken for the true; though the 
Evidence only were culpable ; but 
as no Place can' be ſo remote, as to 
= exclude the Allsfeeing Eye, ſo alſo 
| was his Dire@ion preſent there, or 
I had been abſolutely loſt. | 
I was now called upon to make 
my Defence; when Mrs. Neu- 
burgh's Niece informed the Court, 
of all that had happened in her 
hearing, between me and Stringer; 
but ſhe being but about fifteen Years 
of Age, and delivering her Story 
in a ſort of Pert, and prejudiced 


Manner, the Ju ve but cd 
Credit to her. g * . 
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Name? I repliee, Bridget Farmer. 
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I had yet an Anchor caſt, which 
I could by no means have expected; 
and that too, whilſt matters were run- 
ning thus terribly againſt me; for that 
kind Woman, Mrs. Newburgh, hav- 
ing received Advice from her Niece, 
how hard it was going with me, 
would not be reſtrained from riſing, 
but at the Hazard of her Life, as 
brought into Court in a covered 
Chair, where ſhe'not only confirmed 
all that her Niece had before faid, 
with ſeveral material Additions, but 
giving her Teſti With all Gra- 
vity, Judgment, an xſpicuity, the 
whole Court began 1 in their 
Sentiments, as to the alidity of the 
Proſecutors Charge. 

Mrs. Newburgh haviegciinalinded 


the Judge proc — to ſum up the 


Evidence on both Sides, and was 
now about to have given the jury 
their Charge; when one of them 
ſtarting up, Young | Woman, ſaid 
he, pray what was your Maiden 


Is 
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Is your Mother living ? faid he, or 
your Father? I anſwered, that my 
Father had been dead many Years, 
and that my Mother afterwards 
married ong Tbomas, a Carpenter in 
Meſiminſi in England; whom, 
though I had endeavoured all that 
I could to find out, I had not been 
able, ſo could not be poſitive, he- 
ther ſhe was living or not; It is 
very well, ſaid he. 
The Judge having indulged him 
ſo far, ordered him to attend to his 
Charge d not run on in a random 
Stor, pilſt he had other Buſineſs -— 
to mind. He thereupon fat down 
and when all the reſt of the Jury, 
having laid their Heads together, 
were prepared for declaring me 
guilty ; this. Juryman ſtood up. © 
My Lord, ſaid he, with great 
Deference, I humbly beg, that theſe 
two Gentlemen the Proſecutors, 
with their Evidences, may all be fo 
ſecured, that they be not ſuffered to 
avoid the Court. | 


1 ** . 
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This young Woman now before 
your Lordſhip, as a Criminal, in 
the Eyes of all my Brethren, nei- 
ther knows who is her Mother, or 
from whom ſhe is deſcended. My 
Wife brought her up as her own 
Child, though in fact, ſhe is the 


natural Daughter of as honourable a 


Lady now deceaſed, as any ſtill 
ſurviving. 
My Lord, this young Wenn, 
to my Knowledge, went Servant 
into the Earl of B—— 2 Family; 
= there, to my farthefKnow- 
ledge, ſhe — Lord 
G—r—4, the Earl's only Sen by 
his firſt Lady, with whom ſhe co- 


| habited as kia Wife in Hertfordfhire, 


till I left London, in which Time 
ſhe had borne him three Children. 
What hath happened fince, I am 
ignorant; but as what I have of- 
fered, excludes all Preſumption of 
the intended Marriage with Player, 
which is alledged to have been 
within the Time of her a 
wi 
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with his Lordſhip, I can never con- 
ſent to the Condemnation of a Per- 
ſon, whom my Conſcience acquits, 
of every Colour of the Crime ob- 
jected, in manner as ſhe is accuſed 
of it. We: 
The Judge then aſked me, why, 
if 1 had any Witneſſes in England, 
J had not brought them over, hav- 
ing had ſo much Time for it? 1 
replied, that relying on my own 
Innocence, and the Impracticability 
there appeared to me, of any one's 
proving. a: Marriage which never 
was made, I was the leſs anxious for 
the Conſequences, -of what the Pro- 
ſecutors could lay to my Charge. 
I then declared, that the Letters 
I had produced were of Lord G-r-d's 
own Hand-writing, or ſo well 
counterfeited, as to deceive me by 
their Similitude ; that Stringer had 
acknowledged, they had trapanned 
away my Servant and Baggage, and 
that my Fellow-priſoners having 
ſtripped me of all the Money I had, 
| at 
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at my firſt Commitment, I had 
ever ſince ſubſiſted upon Mrs. New. 
burgh's Charity to me; but as the 
Proſecutors had ſuborned Witneſſes 
againſt me, which I could not have 
expected, I doubted not, but had! 
ſtill Money and Time, I could pro- 
cure ſuch a Cloud of Evidences of 
my being Lord G—r—d's Wife, 
and always cohabiting with him, as 
would convince © every one, - that 
fince my Marriage with him, I 
would never have joined-myſelf to 
ſuch Fellows, as either of my Pro- 
ſecutors were. 

May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, faid 
I, my Want of a Fortune, made me 
a very unacceptable Match for Lord 
G—r—4, in the Eyes of the Earl 
of B n his Father, who ſince 
his firſt Knowledge of it, hath 
omitted neither Threats or Oppreſ- 


| Hons, to induce me to | relinquiſh 
him; and that they might be aſ- 


cermined of my never daring more 


to lay Claim to him, that very 


Stringer 
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Stringer who now proſecutes as a 
ſecond Huſband, hath formed every 
Battery, that Policy could deviſe 
againſt my Honour; and would I 
have conſented to his Marriage with 
me, I might have avoided this Pro- 
ſecution : For I have been offered, 
and ſtill might have, any Demand 
gratified by the Earl, would I ſecure 
him from - future Claim to his Son, 
by an Intermarriage with another 

My conſtantly refuſing ' to com- 
ply with this, hath put the Earl 
firſt upon conveying my Children, 
and Huſband, from my Sight and 
Knowledge, ſo that I know not 
where to apply to either: But; ad- 
ded I, as Providence hath ſo mani- 
feſtly interpoſed in my Favour, as 
to raiſe up the Juryman, whom I 
know now to be Mr. Thomas, tho 
under my Diſtreſſes, I at firſt recol- 
lected him not; I doubt not your 
Lordſhip's Indulgence for leave to 
ſend for his Wife, if living, who 
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will be able to give the Court and 
Jury ſuch Satisfaction, as I am per- 
ſuaded will convince them of my 
Innocence. 

It ſo happened, that I was before 
a moſt humane Judge, who declared 
in the Face of the Court, that as 
ſome Shew of Juſtification appeared 
from my Allegations, . though it 
might be contrary to the Courſe of 
Proceeding in ſuch Caſes, he would 
adjourn the Court till three o Clock; 
before which Time, he would not 
take the Verdict, ordering the Jury 
into Keeping, till that Hour; at 
which Time, if I could bring Evi- 
dence of my Innocence, he would 
ny * them. 
Thomas then deſired, that 

the 1 Proſecutors might be ſecured, 
to be forthcoming alſo at the fit- 

of the Court, which was 

ſr he accordingly, and they were 
conducted out . Court, all but 
Efther, who in the Buſtle, had flipt 
her Neck out of the Collar, and 
1 was 
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was. moved off; whereupon his | 
Lordſhip, who from this Incident, i 
began to intereſt himſelf in my Fa- if 
vour, gave ſtrict Orders that ſhe | 
ſhould be produced in the Aſter- 
noon. | | | 
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C „HAP. IV. 

Mrs. Thomas and Biddy 's Diſcourſe. 
Lord G--r--d in Ireland. Ms. 
Thomas examined for Biddy. 
Eſther's Confeſfion. All goes for 
Biddy. Lord G--r--d's Speech to 
the Judge. Proſecutors ſent to 
Fail. Biddy releaſed. Her Re- 
flections. 


HE Agitations of my very Soul, 
upon this Act of Benevolence 

of my 15 are wholly indeſcript- 
able; 55 2 I ſhall paſs them by 
without attempting to repreſent 
them ; but what was the Confuſion 
of my Mind, in a ſtrange Place, not 
a Soul to diſpatch upon any Enquiry, 
or to do the leaſt good Office for 
me, but Mrs. Newburgh's Niece, 
and myſelf confined from all Aſſiſt- 
ance, I might have aided myſelf by, 


if at Liberty. 
3 a b Mr. 
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Mr. Thomas had, unknown to me, 
ſent for his Wife, who, in about the 
Space of an Hour after, preſented 
herſelf before me; but was ready 
to die away at the Sight of me under 
Confinement as a Criminal. We 
fell upon each other's Neck for ſome 
time, as incapable of- hearing, as of 
pronouncing the Anguiſh of our 
Minds to each other, till having 
ſtruggled through our firſt Tranſ- 
ports, ſhe demanded, what in 
Nature could have reduced me to 
my then preſent melancholy Circum- 
ſtance ? Whereupon I readily opened 
my whole Caſe to her. 

She retorted upon me, why would - 
not his Lordſhip then intereſt him- \ 
ſelf in my Favour, when a Word 
ſpeaking from him would clear me? 
O! my dear Mother! faid I, his 
Father hath ſome how withdrawn 
him from me, ſo that I can have no 
Recourſe to him. | 

My dear, ſaid Mrs. Thomas, an- 
{wer me ingenuouſly, is not his 

Vol. II. E Lord- 
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Lordſhip at the Bottom of this Pro- 
ſecution ? I aſſured her he was not, 
nor was it poſſible for him ſo to be, 
who {till loved me with an Ardour 
far beyond the common Rate of 
Husbands; and whoſe Diſunion 
from me, I might venture to affirm, 
was of no leſs grievous Import to 
him than to myſelf. | 

Child! faid Mrs. Thomas, why 
would you offer at impoſing upon 
me? I am well certified that his 
Lordſhip hath an Hand in this Pro- 
ſecution, or he could never appear 
ſo tame a Spectator of your Suf- 
ferings. Lord! Mother, replied I, 
don't I tell you that his Father has 
confined him from me, and that I 
am as ignorant where to find him, 
as he is of my preſent Calamity ? 

My dear Biddy! faid ſhe, for ſo J 
muſt {till call you, either you would 
deceive me, or are yourſelf impoſed 
upon. I tell you, he carries on this 
Proſecution under-hand, though he 
will not appear to be concerned in 
| It; 
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it ; or why ſhould he be in the fame 
City, and ſo near you too, and not 
appear in your Juſtification ? 

Alas! faid I, in ſome Warmth, 
we ſeem to be at croſs Purpoſes ; ; 
will it be impoſſible for me to gain 
Credit, that my dear Lord knows 
nothing of my Sufferings, or is him- 
ſelf nearer to my Relief than Eng- 
land, where his Father's Severity de- 
tains him, from all Knowledge of 
me or my Diſtreſſes? 

My dear! replied Mrs. Thomas, 
it will be —_— for you to gain 
my Credit for any ſuch romantic 
Story, whilſt theſe Eyes aſſure me, 
that I croſſed his Lordſhip, walking 
very unconcernedly from the Water- 
fide, as I was haſting hither to you, 
but being ſo indifferently clad as J 
was, I did not then chooſe to make 
myſelf known to him, yet, that it 
was none other than himſelf, 1 am 
moſt certain. 

Ol my dear Mother! faid 1. 
find 3 find him, or I ſhall run 


8: dif- 


ol 
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diſtracted ; what! my deareſt Lord 
ſo near to me, and I know it not ! 
O! that I could but apprize him of 
my Sorrows, all would go well pre- 
ſently. 

Mrs. Thomas had not been gone 
above a Quarter of an Hour upon the 
Search, before Mrs. Newburgh's Niece 
came running to me, with Notice 
of a Gentleman's Arrival at her 
Aunt's, and Enquiry for me by the 
Name of Shepard. Her Aunt, ſhe 
ſaid, being gone to Bed again, could 
not ſee him, nor choſe ſhe to diſcover 
my Misfortune to him too ſuddenly, 
without my leave; but Miſs added, 
that of her own Accord ſhe had de- 
manded whether his true Name was 
Shepard? and who ſhe. ſhould tell 
me wanted me? To which, ſhe 
ſaid, he replied, that ſhe might let 
me know, Lord G--r--d would Pay 
his Reſpects to me. | 

My Joy at the now Certainty of 
my dear Lord's remaining at no 
er Diſtance from me, had 50 

moſt 
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moſt deprived me of my Senſes, and 
the Freedom of my own Thoughts; 
but exerting my utmoſt Efforts, I 
replied, dear Miſs, tell him the 
Truth, tell him all the Truth, my 
Confinement, Danger, Diſtreſs, tell 
him all, tell him I die for the Sight 
of him; for though I am thus mi- 
ſerably ſituated for his Reception, 
yet, can he but meet me here, I am 
ſatisfied this vileſt of Places will be 
more acceptable to him than a royal 
Palace without me. 

I was under ſachs Impatience for 
the Sight of my dear Lord, that I 
was almoſt wild with it but the 
Court was now fitting, and neither 
Lord G- -d, or NMS. Ti bomas 
arrived yet. 

The Judge had no me ſeated 
himſelf, than he demanded whether 
I had any thing more to offer before 
the Jury were called to their Vers 
dict. May it pleaſe your Lordſhip; 
ſaid 1, ſuch Witneſs have I of my 
Innocence, in immediate Expecta- 
E * tion, 
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tion, as I doubt not to clear myſelf 
by, to the Conviction of all Man- 
kind. I am glad of it, faid the 
Judge, for I would always have the 
guiltleſs vindicated ; but let me tell 
you, it may prove a more arduous 
Taſk than you are aware of, to 
overthrow ſo poſitive and numerous 
Evidences. 8 

By this time I heard a Cry of, 
make way, make way for the Evi- 
dence there; when Mrs. Thomas 
appearing, and being ſworn, de- 
poſed ,to my Marriage with Lord 
G—r—#74, full ſeven Years before, 
in her Preſence ; that he retired' to 
the Country with me, to conceal it 
from the Earl, and that we were as 
fond a Couple as ever lived, till the 
and her Husband coming to Dublin, 
heard no more of me till that very 
Day. She added, that ſhe preſumed 
all would ſoon be cleared up, in the 
moſt ſubſtantial manner, by Lord 
G—r--d himſelf, who had that Morn- 
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ing appeared in Dublin, and would 
be there preſently, 33 

The Judge then enquiring whe- 
ther the Witneſs who had made her 
Eſcape in the Morning had been 
retaken ? Efther was produced, and 
Anſwer made, that ſhe was ſeized 
juſt going on board of a Veſſel in 
the Harbour. 


| 
| 

| Eſther being brought forward [ 
| 


was almoſt terrified to Death, and 
her guilty Conſcience bore ſo hard | 
upon her, that falling upon her | 
Knees, ſhe begged his Lordſhip to | 
have Mercy upon her, for that in- 1 
deed ſhe was overperſuaded to what 
ſhe had done, by the Allurements 
of Mr. Stringer, and under Promite 
of great Matters from the Earl of 
B „ himſelf. She ſaid it was 
her firſt Fact, and ſhould be her laſt, 
ſhe aſſured him. £25 
At firſt, the Judge apprehended 
ſhe meant to have begged Pardon 
for her Eſcape, only, till hearing 
Mention made of the Earl, and a 
=: + Re- 
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Reward, he became more ſeriouſly 
inquiſitive into the Affair, and 
charged her to declare nothing but 
the Truth, Whereupon ſhe was 
beginning to diſcloſe the whole Con- 
trivance; when a Murmur ariſing 
through the Court, and every Eye 
turning to the Door, who ſhould 
enter but my deareſt Lord and Huſ- 
band. 

Having paid his Reverence to the 
Bench, the Judge aſked him whe- 
ther he was Lord G--r--d? and 
whether he was acquainted with the 
Priſoner at the Bar ? His Lordſhip 
to the firſt replied, that he was the 
fame Perſon; but looking round 
about for me, he ſaw me not, tho 
cloſe behind his Elbow, till the 
Judge pointing to me, his Lordſhip 
had no ſooner fixed me by his Eye, 
than his Arms were round my Neck, 
where he wept like a Child, all the 
while he was embracing me ; but 
ſoon recollecting where he was, and 


wiping his Face, wn my Lon 
7 al 
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ſaid he, the Tranſports of my Heart, 
attached to this beſt of Women, by 
all the ſtricteſt Ties of Nature; 


ſhe has been my Wife for theſe 


ſeven Vears, daily, by her irre- 
proachable Conduct, more firmly 
cementing my Affection to her. 

We, my Lord, through the Ob- 
duracy of an implacable Father, 
have been ſeparated for almoſt theſe 
twelve Months paſt, involuntarily; 
and if I may be permitted to gueſs 
at her paſt Troubles, by my own, 
for that time, nothing but the Hope 
of a poſſible Reunion could ever 
have ſupported her under them. 

Our Hardſhips, and the Difficul- 
ties we have encountered, are highly 
improper for the Ear of a public 
Court, in that, through an Expo- 
ſure of them, Reflections muſt ne- 
ceſſarily ariſe, : injurious to the ſacred 
Name of Father; but if I may pre- 
ſume ſo far, I would inform myſelf 


from your Lordſhip, what Accuſa- 


tion hath brought my Wife before 
Ji HE you, 
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you, in this ignominious Manner, as 
a Criminal? For, my Lord, my 
Conſcience aſſures me, that her Soul 
is too pure to permit a Crime, even 
mentally, to treſpaſs for a Moment 
there, much leſs would it harbour it 
till it could ariſe to Action. 

The Judge replied, that from as 
convictive Teſtimony as any he had 
ever met with, I had been accuſed 
of a double Marriage, and that his 
Lordſhip's was not one of them: 8 
that was all true he had that Day 
heard, I had then three Husbands 
in the Court ? 

In- the Court? replied my dear 
Lord; may I beg your Lordſhip's 
Order for confronting them. Upon 
the View of Player, who was firſt 
brought forwards, his 'Lordſhip de- 
clared he knew him not; but de 
liring he might be aſked how long 
he had been married to that Lady, 
and hereplying ten Years, the whole 
Court was in an Uproar, he having, 
in the Morning, ſworn it to have 

| 1 | been 
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been but five, both by himſelf and 
his Witneſs; ſo that he was ſet aſide 
with abundant Ignominy. 

Stringer then appearing as my 
laſt Huſband, though moſt unwil- 
lingly ; my dear Lord lifted up his 
Hands, appealing to Heaven, againſt 
ſo vile an Impoſtor. 

Stringer being required to declare 
when his Marriage with me was 
had, ſtood filent, nor would be pre- 
vailed with to expoſe himſelf fur- 
ther, by the Utterance of a ſingle 
Sentence; when his Lordſhip, in 
order to caſt a new Light over the 
Affair, and to recriminate upon the 
Villain Stringer, craved the Judge's 
Licence, for expatiating ſomewhat 
upon Stringer's Character; and the 
whole Court ſeemed ſo big with 
Expectation of hearing it, that never 
was there a more profound Silence 
obſerved, amongſt ſo numerous an 
Aſſembly, upon any prior Occa- 


ſion. 
His 
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His Lordſhip, in a manner pecu- 
liar to himſelf, having lightly touched 
ſufficiently upon the Obligations 
Stringer ſtood indebted to him for, in 
order to ſatisfy the Court what Re- 
turns ought to have been the Iſſue of 
a grateful Heart; he diſplayed the 
firſt Inſtance of his Inſenſibility for 
ſuch Benefits, in the Attempt he 
had made againſt his Honour, and 
my Virtue; then enlarged fomewhat 
upon the Return I had made him, 
by the Hands of my Servants. His 
Lordſhip proceeded to S7ringer's 
Inſinuations to the Earl, his Lord- 
ſhip's Father, to our Prejudice ; his 
Stratagems ever fince to diſtreſs us 
both ; and laſtly, this glaring In- 
ſtance of his Perfidy, by his preſent 
Attempt, to impoſe upon the Court, 
and even Heaven itſelf, by his 
Perjury. 

By this time, the Indignation of 
the Court, and of every Member 
preſent, was raiſed to ſuch an ex- 
travagant Heighth againſt my Pro- 

| ſecutors, 
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ſecutors, that they were beheld 


with the vileſt Contempt and De- 
teſtation; and upon his Lordſhip's 
Requeſt, were all ordered to ſtand 


committed for their Perjury ; hav- 


ing not a fingle Word to urge in 
their Juſtifications. 

The Jury then aſſuring the 
Judge that they were all agreed in 


their Verdict, declared me not guilty, 


to the general SatisfaCtion of the 
whole Court, and City. 

I being then, after no few Com- 
pliments paid me by the Judge, de- 
livered to the Hands of my deareſt 
Lord, we were conveyed to * 
Newburgb's, with half the City re 
joicing in our Train; whilſt our 
Opponents, under a ſtrong Guard, 


were conducted to my old Quarters, 


ſubject to the Curſes and Execra- 
tions of all who beheld them. 


It is not the Part of a good Chriſ- 


tian, to exult at another's Misfor- 


tunes; but I cannot ſay, that I re- 


gretted the Condemnation of three 


of 
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of my quondam Fellow-priſoners ; 
two of whom were the Perſons who 
had firſt robbed me, and the third 
was her, who had poured the Spi- 
rits down my Throat. 

I have frequently, ſince that 
Tranſaction, reflected on thoſe Peo- 
— Dealings, relative to my own 

articular, with an Exceſs of Com- 
miſeration; though I then beheld 
them in an extreme bad Light. I 
have alſo confidered on the Benefit 
I have received, , from a thorough 
Exerciſe in Afflictions, and what 
an Inſight my Troubles had given 
me into human Nature, beyond 
| what I could ever have attained to, 
from a Life of Peace and Tranqui- 
lity; moſt of which, the wholly 
fortunate, are utter Strangers to. 

Theſe, fit ſecure, and think, be- 
cauſe they condeſcend not to public 
capital Vices, which may ſubject 
them to the penal Laws of their 
Country, that therefore, having 
ſailed the Ocean of the "IE 
With- 
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without . ever forming Acquaintance 
with thoſe Ruffles, which wrinkle 
the Paſſage of others, their full Er- 
rand is compleated, and they arrive 
at the Haven of the Grave, in a de- 
ſirable Manner: But 1, having made 
ſerious Obſervations upon Mankind, 
and been thoroughly ſeaſoned in the 
School of Adverſity, having re- 
marked the providential Deliver- 
ances I have enjoyed, under many 
of the moſt excruciating Circum- 
ſtances, have taken thereby Occa- 
ſion for minute Searches, into the 
Cauſe of all Caufes, to which, my 
conſtant converſe with the Scrip- 
tures, under my recluſe State, hath 
afforded me flight Means of Infor- 
mation, as not only to what I ought 
to avoid, but what I ought to 
chooſe. + "A 

There are really fo many Ways 
in Life for a Chriſtian to exerciſe 
himſelf acceptably in, that a Receſs 
from Vice, without a conſtant Ac- 
cels to Virtue, leaves him but little 

BS Title 
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Title to that Appellation; but how 
many are there, who wholly neg- 
lecting this, paſs under the Cha- 
rater of good, where the Receſs is 
only from ſuch criminal Acts as 
may publickly ſtigmatize them, 
from their Notoriety; though be- 
hind the Curtain, both by them- 
ſelves, and their Subſtitutes, they 
are daily practiſing Crimes, as at- 
trocious in their Conſequences, as 
the moſt daring public Criminal. 

I have been enabled, from fre- 
quent Intercourſe, with both the 
lofty of this World, and thoſe of 
leſs Eſteem, to form in my own 
Judgment, a reaſonable Compari- 
ſon between them ; nor can I at laſt, 
well elect my Party, to which I 
ſhould give he Preference. 

When I turn my Attention to 
the Great, theſe, I find, for the 
moſt Part, free from direct ſtealing 
from the Perſon, or Dwelling-houſe 
of his Neighbour ; which I ſhould 
not attribute to their 1 gnorance of 

what 
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what it is to want, could I but find 
the ſame Perſons free from Exaction 
of more than their Due, Retention 
of the Due of others, or Oppreſſion 
of thoſe diſabled, from the Slender- 
neſs of their Circumſtances, from 
coping with them in fair Conteſt, 
for their own Property, unjuſtly 
with-held from them. 

I find the ſame Sett of Men, free 
from downright Murder, either as 
a Step to procure unjuſt Seizures, 
or to prevent their future Detection 
for the Crime committed ; but then, 
to gratify their Revenge, where the 
Conſequence is the ſame, they only 
act more behind the Scenes, and 
under ſuch Covert, as ſcreen- them 
from public Juſtice ; which pre- 
venting their own Expoſure, con- 
tributes to the Conſervation of their 
Character, ſtill unſullied. l 

I ſhould imagine theſe, the Up- 
right of a Nation, acting in Purſu- 
ance of divine Precepts, and con- 
formably to human Laws, from 

| their 
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their ſeldom being impeached, for 
a Detection from temporal Ordi- 
nances; did I not ſo often hear 
them ſwear, know them to be 
Breakers of the Sabbath, and find 
them Adulterers, full of Profane- 
neſs, and ſlanderouſly miſreporting 
the Actions of other Men. 

Nay, I ſhould behold them as 
Saints in the World, as juſtly con- 
demning all thoſe Actions, which 
ſo conſtantly ſubjugate ſome of their 
Fellow- creatures to the Penalties in- 
flicted by our Laws upon Delinquents, 
did I not perceive in theſe very Men 
an almoſt abſolute Neglect of all re- 
ligious Duties, as well in public as 
in private: So that when I begin to 
draw a Contraſt between the great 
and the mean Parts of the Species, 
I am not able, by my own Light, 
to ſay which ſtands faireſt for an- 
ſwering the Deſigns of their Creation, 
whether to conclude upon him, who 
wanting almoſt all things, ſticks at 
no intervening Vice to attain _ 

by. Y 3 
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by; and being in low Life himſelf, 
condeſcends to low Tricks to arrive 
at their Fruition, running himſelf 
into thoſe chiefly, which are, amongſt 
us, more generally puniſhable ; or 
upon him who, with equal Latitude 
of thinking, practiſes Vices oppoſite 
to the direct Honour as well as Law 
of his Maker, though not ſo noto- 
riouſly detrimental to Mankind as to 
ſubject him to their penal Statutes. 

Theſe kind of Reflections have 
often drawn nearer to a Par in my 
Imagination, as to the ultimate View 
of our living here (to wit, the Ex- 
erciſe of moral Virtues, under divine 
Precept) the Grandees of the Na- 
tion, who lord it through their whole 
Courſes unmoleſted, and thoſe poor 
abandoned Wretches, my late fe- 
male Fellow-prifoners, each of them 
only purſuing the Bent of their Ap- 
prog in Life; each of them neg- 
ecting the Exerciſe of the divine 
Principles, which ought to regulate 
and govern all their Actions; and 

though 
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though theſe more frequently ſmart 
here below, and thoſe; brave it out 
ſo peaceably till their Diſſolutions, I 
am at no little Loſs to determine, 
which of them makes the moſt be- 
neficial Exit, they equally neglecting 
the Will of their Commander, tho 


not all in the ſame Inſtances; for as 
it is not uncommon for the public 


Robber to boaſt and glory in that he 
is not a Murderer; and as the very 
Atheiſt, that moſt contemptible of 
all Wretches, may chance to prove 
the beſt Subject and Neighbour, ſo 
either the Robber or Murderer may 
outſtride him, in ſome ſuch Quali- 
fication, as may render him, intrin- 
ſically, the OP reluable Nau, 14049 
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Biddy s Fear for her Children. En- 
quires after and finds them by Strin- 
ger. Account of the Horror of the 
Proſecutors. V. ft Mrs. Newburgh. 
Lord G--r--d's Account of what 


had befallen him fince be Jaw 
Biddy. 


O' THE inconceivable Delight 
that accompanied Lord G--r—d 

and me, when met in private at 
Mrs. Newburgh's. We were all Joy, 
all Tranſport, all Love; nor were 
we capable of expreſſing it by ſuch 
outward fignificant Tokens, as our 
inmoſt Souls ſuggeſted to us ; having 
infinite Endearments ſtill behind, 
which were not, with inſtant Pro- 
priety, to be introduced. We wept, 
we ſighed, we ſmiled, we embraced, 
we would have ſpoken, but ſtopt 
ſhort, with only a piercing LOW 
e 


94 The His TORY of 


We could ſcarce imagine ourſelves 
together, nor conceive the juſt 


Cauſe of our Separation ; nor could 


we perſuade ourſelves that the pre- 
ſent Scene was real. We had for- 
gotten all paſt Difficulties in a Mo- 
ment, and commixing ſoft Endear- 
ments, were all Extaſy. 

Next to the Enjoyment of my 
deareſt Lord, my then Enquiry was 
after my Children, who during our 
rapturous Elevations, had found no 

lace in my Memory; but the Reply 

is Lordſhip made me, that he ex- 
pected them to have been with me, 
caſt ſuch a Damp over all my Enjoy- 
ments, as almoſt to bereave me of 
my Senſes. 0 fines 

My dear Lord! ſaid I, what can 
have been the Fate of my ſweet In- 
fants? Hath your Father, whoſe 
Aim hath been my Deſtruction, ſuf- 
fered thoſe Suckers from my Root 
to ſubſiſt? No, no, my dear Lord 
as involved in my Guilt, they muſt 
have 
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have been doomed to my Puniſh- 
ment. My Eyes will never behold 
them more! Methinks their pretty 
Smiles, which glowed upon their 
Cheeks, at News of meeting you at 
your Father's, ſtill dwell upon my 
Eye! ſweet Innocents they 
thought no Harm,—and drenched 
in Love themſelves, took all for 
Love around them.—Whither may 
they not have been ſent to What 
may they not have ſuffered For 
my Servant brought me Word from 
the Earl's, that they went out in his 
Coach, which returned without 
them. Ms 

His Lordſhip, at my Report, was 
ſtruck quite dumb ; then turning 
pale as Death, his Silence and Sur- 
prize furniſhed me with a Flow of 
the blackeſt Ideas, relative to his 
Fears for their Safety. My dear 
Lord! ſaid I, why tremble you thus? 
Surely you are apprized of no Ca- 
taſtrophe that hath befallen them, 
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murdered No, it cannot be. 
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which you would ſecrete from me. 
Then burſting into a violent raving 
Alas! my deareſt Babes ſaid I—Am 
I now a Mother ? Are you no 
more ?—Are my fond Arms to preſs 
your tender Limbs no more No 
more infold ye, harmleſs Inno- 
cents -O! my labouring Heart 
will ſplit My Mind ſuggeſts more 
than I dare to utter,—O ! my Chil- 
dren What will become of me 
What is become of you !-—Can 1 
ſurvive this Shock |—They may be 


Babes ſo innocent, what daring 
Hand could be fo impious to maſ- 
ſacre They muſt be living 
But where? — O] where Who 
can preſerve ye harmleſs like a 
Mother ?—A Mother! faid I! 
Yes, I was a Mother. But may 
be childleſs now. Where are 
you caſt, my lovely ſmiling Off- 
ſpring |! Where foſtered, if the 
Gripe of Death hath ſpared you 


I For 


eee 
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For, if you have eſcaped the Slaugh- 
ter, it cannot be that your Grand- 
father ordained it ſo. 

His Lordſhip had fat wrapp'd in 
Reverie, during this Diſplay of my 
Paſſions ; but when I had recalled 
my Tongue from running on thus 
laviſhly, my Father, ſaid his Lord- 
ſhip, hath not conſented to their 
Deaths, or counſelled it, we may 
allure ourſelves. I cannot yet en- 
courage the Admiſſion of a Thought 
ſo ſhocking. He may have diſpoſed 
of them to diſtreſs us, but fill, I 
perſuade myſelf, they are living ; 
yet how to arrive' at a Certainty, 
where, I cannot comprehend, with- 
out an Application to him for that 
Purpoſe. | 

My Lord, ſaid I, Stringer hath 


hitherto proved your Father's Inſtru- 


ment, in every Attempt to our Pre- 
judice, and, undoubtedly, as well 
knows what is become of them, as 
he did of your Lordſhip. Let me 


then intreat you, my dear Lord, 
Vol. II. 'F ra- 
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rather to pardon Stringer all his Vil. 
lainy, than not to gain the Know- 
ledge of this Point; for to procure 
his Liberty, you may conclude that 
he will heſitate at no Diſcovery he 
can make us. 

No, my Dear, faid his Lordſhip, 
rather let us wait the time appointed 
by Providence, for revealing it to us, 
than for any Gratification to ourſelves, 
accord to the Diſcharge of a Crime 
ſo offenſive to Heaven, and injurious 
to human Society as Stringer's. We 
ſhall but render ourſelves Partici- 
pants of his Guilt, ſhould we ſuffer 
it to paſs unpuniſhed. _ 

Though theſe Arguments of his 
Lordſhip's were convictive of my 
Judgment, yet could they not quiet 
the violence of my Inclination for 


the Knowledge I ſo much wiſhd 
after, nor could J permit it to reſt 


here; for applying to Mrs. Newburgh, 
from whom I had heard many Re- 
ports of the Capacity of her Brother's 


' Book-keeper, I intreated her to ſend 


1 
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for him, that I might charge him 
with a Conference I ſhould propoſe 
between him and Stringer, if he 
would be ſo good as to engage in it. 
That good Woman, proud ſtill of 
conferring any Obligation upon me, 
procured him for me inſtantly ; who 
being a very ſenſible Man, and 
coming upon Stringer, during the 
melting Moments of his firſt De- 
jection, an Hour had not paſſed be- 
tore his Return, with an Account 
that he had ſo far ſucceeded in his. 
Negotiation, as to have fixed the 
Spot of my Children's Reſidence, 
though Stringer, he ſaid, was ſo 
overborne with Horror, that did his 
Life depend upon it, he could not 
name the Town; but as it was im- 
poſſible but his Lordſhip muſt know 
it, he ſaid, Stringer had aſſured him, 
they were all with the Maſter and 
Miſtreſs of a Charity-School of the 
Earl of B-o—z's Found ation in 
Lancaſhire, which, he doubted not, 
F 2 would 
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would be ſufficient Direction to his 
Lordſhip. 

I expreſſed the Senſe I had of the 
Book-keeper's Obligation ; and ad- 
ded, that my Condition in Dublin 
had hitherto been ſuch, as had diſ- 
qualified me from gratifying him, 
in the manner my Inclination tended 
to; but I doubted not, but before I 
left the City, I ſhould be capable of 
returning the Favour he had done 
me. 

As I was turning from him, he 
begged a word or two more with me, 
that he might, on both Sides, can- 
didly diſcharge the Confidence re- 
poſed in him. He faid, that the 
Scene he had juſt then been preſent 
at, was abſolutely the moſt ſhocking 
that human Nature could -exhibit : 
For that at his firſt Introduction to 


the Room of their Confinement, 


Stringer was lying proſtrate, with 
his Face to a Stone: floor, ſobbing in 


and 
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and every now-and- then, raiſing his 
Head, he wrung his Hands, and 
then ſmote his Face againſt the 
Ground again, in perfect Deſpera- 
tion. 
That at the Right-hand of Strin- 
ger, ſtood a Woman, ſtamping and 
raving, and under the moſt extrava- 
gant Flow of Tears he had ever be- 
held, but curſing Stringer with the 
horrideſt Imprecations that the Fancy 
of Man could' invent. 

That a well-dreſſed Man was fit- 
ting on the Ground at Stringer's 
Feet, with his Face buried between 
his Knees, groaning moſt lamentably, 
whilſt an elderly, ill-looking Fellow; 
who neither cried or raved, walked 
ſlowly muſing, backward and for- 
wards, as under the moſt conſum- 
mate Dejection and Deſpair. - --- 

He added, that the gloomineſs 
the Place, and the different Attitudes 
of its Inhabitants, wrought ſo upon 
his Imagination, as that he almoſt 

F 3 con- 
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conceived himſelf to have entered 
the Manſions of the Damned, which 
ftruck him with ſuch Horror, as at 
firſt to incapacitate him for any Ser- 
vice, till ſomewhat familiarized to 
it by Continuance, he raiſed Stringer 
from his Reverie, who, at firſt 
Glance, looked more like a Demon 
than a living Man, his Face being 
bloated and ſwollen into the ſtrangeſt 
Form imaginable. 

That upon an Explanation of his 
Meſſage, and ſome little Conference 
with him, he ſeemed all Submiſſion, 
and then, condemning himſelf for 
his paſt Tranſactions, he begged 
him to affure me, that, defirous of 
attoning, ſo far as he was able, for 
his late Miſconduct, he would con- 
ceal nothing from me that 1 ſhould 
require of him ; for that he had but 
too long been the as of the Earl 
my Father, againſt whom he then 
exclaimed moſt vehemently, as the 
Deſtroyer both of his future Peace = 
Ws | this 
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this World, and his Proſpects in 
that to come; concluding with in- 
treating ſuch Favour from myſelf and 
bis Lordſhip, as the Remembrance 
of what he had been might occaſion, 
and that ſome Years of his paſt Life 
might be wholly buried in Obli- 
vion. 

No ſooner was the Book-keeper's 
Back turned upon me, than run- 
ning to my dear Lord, and claſping 
him in my Arms, with violent 
Emotion; my Children are found. 
My Children are found, ſaid I; 
Heaven, amidſt their Parents Suf- 
ferings, hath preſerved them, (1 
hope) for our future Comfort. 

His Lordſhip was all Ear for In- 
telligence, where they could be; 
preſſing me, without further Pre- 
face, ta declare it: When I related 
the whole Paſſage between Stringen 
and the Book-keeper, and that they 
were at his Father's Charity-ſchool 
F4 in 
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in Lancaſbire; with which, as they 
were ſtill ſo very young, he ſeemed 
not greatly diſpleaſed; but hoped, 
he ſaid, as they muſt have been 
ſent under the Care of ſome Wo- 
man of his Father's Nomination, 
no Accident might have befallen 
them by the Way. | | 
I avoided all Inquiries into the 
Manner of his Lordſhip's Detention 
from me, till the next Day ; not 
being able, either with Attention, 
or Patience, to have waited out his 
Relation, without the Interpoſition 
of a thouſand Things of my own, 
all crowding upon each other for 
Utterance; and in the Morning, his 
Lordſhip acknowledged, that he, 
had for the very ſame Reaſon, de- 
clined a particular Inquiry into my 
Affairs, in his Abſence; but we 
had both promiſed ourſelves an Ex- 
ceſs of Satisfaction, at indulging 
over each others Conflicts. , 
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I paid my Reſpects to Mrs. New- 
burgh the next Morning, when, 
contrary to my Fears for her Sake, 
I found her noways prejudiced, 
from her Attendance at the Seſſions 
on my Account; but rather ſtronger, 
and better than ſhe was before: 
Inſomuch, that ſhe told me, ſhe 


purpoſed to rife, and if her Strength 


would permit her, to fit up Part of 
the Afternoon. 
I told her, that if it would not 
be diſagreeable to her, Lord G--r--d 
had the ſtrongeſt Inclination for 
paying his Regards to a Lady, to 
whom he for. ever muſt confeſs his 
Obligations, for the Tenderneſs ſhe 
had expreſſed for me; to which 
ſhe replied, that as ſhe hoped to 
be able to receive him, no one 
thould be more welcome to her. 
She received us in her Chair, not 
yet being able to ſtand ; but my 
deareſt Lord, after ſaluting her, be- 
came ſo affected by theꝰ Sight of 
| F. w- «oo 
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one, that for my ſake, he held ſo 
dear to him, as ſcarce to be capable 
of forming a regular Acknowledge- 
ment of her Favours; till after ſome 
Converſation with her, he grew not 
only laviſh of the moſt grateful Re- 
turns, but in ſo polite a manner too, 
as entirely charmed her. 

Having an earneſt Deſire, - that 
His Lordſhip's Account of his De- 
tention from me, ſhould be delivered 
in Mrs. Newburgh's Preſence, I 
then ventured to put the Queſtion, 
how it was poſſible for him to have 
been ſecreted from my Knowledge, 
ſo ſuddenly? And to have been 
confined fo cloſely, as not to have 
had it in his Power, to ſend me 
fome Account of himſelf ? 

My dear Biday, ſaid he, you 
are not inſenſible, with what 
Reluctance I anſwered my Fa- 
ther's Summons, for dining with 
him, in the affirmative, before I 
laſt left yon in England; but being 
arrived at his Houſe, the paternal 
| Affection 
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Affection he received me with, 
might have betrayed a more ſuſpi- 
cious Heart than mine, into the 
ſame Dilemma that 1 fell under. 
He embraced me, as the moſt fond 
and loving Father: Son, ſaid he, I 
am ſorry your Affairs cannot be 
brought to accord to my Inclination, 
but ſince that is become impracti- 
cable, I am reſolved to reduce my 
Pleaſure to them: For I have been 
reflecting, that ſince you are pleaſed 
with them, and as I ſhall probably, 
have but a ſhort Time to be ſenſible 
of them, it will behove me to con- 
tribute all that in my Power lies, 
toward as good an anne 

between us, as poſſible. 
Jam now fully convinced, chat 
your Affections are fixed upon a vir- 
tuous Object, which hath no ſmall 
Share in my Satisfaction, and as 
what ig paſt, cannot be recalled; 
pray, how does my Daughter 
Biddy? And how my little 
ace ? My Bowels OP 
ſo 
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ſo after them, that I could wiſh you 
had brought them with you, for 
my Bleſſing. 

I replied, that his Words were 
ſweeter to me, than the Addition 
of Millions to my Fortune. I preſt 
his Hand, fell upon my Knees, 
embraced him, and imploring his 
Bleſſing, aſſured him, that the glo- 
rious Day which had reſtored me to 
his Favour, ſhould annually be ce- 
lebrated by me, as the moſt auſpi- 
cious Feſtival, during my whole 
Life: For that no Event could 
have offered me Cauſe for fo joyfu 
a Commemoration. 

He ſeemed fo perfectly free, and 
in ſuch a Flow of good Humour 
with me, as diſſipated every Scruple 
of his Sincerity; and again, longing 
for a Sight of his Grandchildren, I 
replied, that if it was his Pleaſure, 
I would forthwith ſend. for them. 
By all Means, ſaid he, or the Satiſ- 
faction he purpoſed to himſelf from 
a+ Reconciliation with me, would 

IS. . prove 
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prove but incompleat; and though 
it might be too much at once, to 
load himſelf with the Pleaſure, 
my Wife's Preſence would afford 
him; yet, when I had previouſly 
apprized her of it, he would unfold 
his Boſom to her too, and receive 
her into it next his Heart. | 

Upon which, I immediately wrote 
to you for the Children; on whoſe 
Entry, had any one but been a 
| Spectator as I was, of the ſeeming 
Joy my Father received them with, 
he muſt have concluded, that his 


whole Soul had iflued to them, at 


each fond Period. rt e 
He kept one or other of them 
upon his Knee, for the whole time 
till Dinner appeared; trifling, toy- 
ing, and remarking upon their every 
Speech, and Geſture; and had they 
been his own, and himſelf the 


moſt indulgent Parent, he could not 


have fignified his Affection, by a 


greater Variety of rapturous Ex- 


preſſions. 
Juſt 
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Juſt before we fat down to Table, 
there came in two Gentlemen, 
ſeemingly of the Army, by their 
Dreſs. They were both Strangers 
to me, but appeared perfectly inti- 
mate with my Father; when, to 
have heard how he laviſhed forth 
his affectionate Sallies of his Grand- 
children to them, who would have 
ſuſpected them to have been leſs 
precious to him, than his own 
Heart's Blood. ITT: 

During our Meal, one of the 
Strangers informed my Father, that 
his Horſes were arrived, and waited 
his Orders, how he would have 
them diſpoſed of; my Father ſeemed 
highly rejoiced, that they were 
come ſafe into the River, and aſked 
abundance | of Queſtions about 

them, and by their Anſwers I 
ſoon perceived them to belong 
to the Seas, At length, my Fa- 
ther fearing, he ſaid, that the Fa- 
tigue would be too great for him, 
ſhould he go to look after their 
F Landing 
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Landing himſelf; Son, ſaid he, 
ſhall I get you to ſupply my Place? 
For methinks, now they are fo near 
me, it would heartily vex one, 
ſhould any Accident happen to 
them; and Sailors are ſuch ignorant 
and ſelf-witted Fellows, that ten to 
one, but they receive ſome Damage, 
through their Careleſſneſs, without 
ſome one, with Authority, to over- 
look them. Theſe Gentlemen will 
accompany you, the Veſſel lies but 
at Black-wall they ſay, and if I am 
rightly informed, if I can but land 
them ſafe, there will ſcarce be ſuch. 
another Set in Europe. 1 

What leſs could I have done, 
after ſo many Proofs of his Love 
to me, than to have offered my- 
ſelf to the Duty; nor waited we 
longer than for the Diſcharge of 
the Table, before my Father order- 
ing his own Coach to the Door, I 
took the -two Gentlemen with me 
upon the Expedition, my Father 
aſſuring me, that if I returned not 

in 
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in proper Time, himſelf would take 
Care of the Children. 

We quitted the Coach at the 
Tower, and took Oars to Black-wall, 
where we ſaw a very ſnug Veſſel, 
which I was informed the Horſes 


were on board of. We were no 


ſooner on board it, than we were 
uſhered into the Colin, where a 


large Bowl of Punch waited us, the 


Maſter inſiſting upon our firſt re- 
galing over that a little, before we 
fell to Buſineſs. 

He plying us fo faſt, and drilling 
us on ſo long, under Pretence that 
the Barge was not yet arrived for re- 
ceiving them; I began to grow very 
uneaſy, leſt we ſhould not have 
Day-light for the Operation ; when 
they, perceiving that I would admit 


of no longer Delay, conducted me 


down the Hatch-way, in order to 
take a View of the noble Creatures, 
they had before * ſo greatly 


commending. 85 
Here 
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Here it was, that I perceived the 
firſt undiſguiſed Tokens of my Fa- 
ther's real Affection: For being de- 
fired to walk into a ſmall Encloſure 
beneath the ſecond Deck, I was 
there given to underſtand by my 
Companions, that the Diſpleaſure I 
had occaſioned to my Father, was 
to be repaid to myſelf, by Exile : 
For that I ſhould ſee England no 
more, till my Wife had relinquiſhed 
all Claim to me, and teſtified it, by 
her Marriage to ſome other Man. 
It is ſcarce to be preſumed, that 
my Patience ſhould hold out for a 
further Relation: So that ſtarting 
into a violent Paſſion, I began to 
rave and ſtorm prodigiouſly ; but 
was reſtrained from Action, having 
been defired to leave my Sword in 
the Cabin, that being an Inſtrument 
| moſt improper, for deſcending the 
Ship with. | 

I ſhould certainly have murdered 
one or both of them, could I have 
accommodated © myſelf with any 


thing 
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thing adapted for the Purpoſe, but 


my ſingle Arms, againſt two luſty 


raw-boned Ruffians, whom I now 
looked upon, as Deſperadoes in 
diſguiſe, would but, as I then ap- 
prehended, have drawn upon me 
unavoidable Vengeance, which, as 
I was ſo entirely at their Mercy, 
would have proved an egregious Act 
of Indiſcretion. | 

I confidered with myſelf, my 
preſent Situation; that the Foun- 
dation of my Misfortune aroſe from 
my Father, under whoſe ſole Au- 
thority, I doubted not, but theſe 
Men proceeded, That I was then 
wholly diveſted of every Means of 
Aſſiſtance, and muſt therefore im- 
plicitly ſubmit myſelf to their Guid- 


ance. To reſiſt, would but the 


more entangle me, and to prevail 


thereby, would prove impoſſible. 


I was locked into a little Cabin 
by myſelf, during theſe Reflections, 
where I waited for: about the Space 
of three Hours, alone, and _ _ 
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Darkneſs; which I preſume, was 
their Method of ſeaſoning me, for 
reducing me to a compliant Temper, 
in Expectation of the like Treat- 
ment, for repeated refractorineſs; 
but as ſtriving againſt the Stream, 
would not releaſe me from a Mo- 
ment's Bondage, or procure me the 
leaſt reſpite from their Tyranny, I 
put the beſt Face I could upon it, 
neither by my Speech or Behaviour, 
giving them the leaſt Pretence for 

maletreatment of me. 00.445 
We had now been on board for 
near a Month; they having pro- 
miſed me, that ſo ſoon as we were 
out of the Channel, I ſhould have 
the Uſe of the Ship, unmoleſted. 
This proved an extraordinary Salace 
to me; but a few Days after, as 
they told me it was, (for I had as 
yet been blefſed with no other Light 
than that of a Candle to divide my 
Time by) a Letter was brought to 
me, with Pen, Ink, and Paper, 
and I was defired to tranſcribe it. - 
| | Having 
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Having peruſed the Contents, 
and finding them highly diſagree- 
able to me, I refuſed to engage my- 
ſelf in an Affair, of which I could 
by no Means gueſs at the Conſe- 
quence, or poſſibly expect the leaſt 
Benefit to redound to myſelf from. 
They ſaid little more, fave that it 
muſt be done, and that time would 
diſcover who were to be Maſters : 
Then taking away my Candle, they 
locked me in, and left me. 

According to my beſt gueſs, it 
muſt have been eight or ten Hours 
afterwards, that I faw either of 
them again; when they brought 
me an Allowance of Beef, and a 
Biſcuit, - without the leaſt Word 
dropt of my Non-compliance, as to 
the Letter. Being very hungry, I 
fed heartily upon it, but when 
done, requiring ſome Drink, I was 
told, that I ſhould have it when I 
had deſerved it. ot 
- I verily believe, they had either 
falted my Meat in ſome extraordi- 

74S | | nary 
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nary Manner, or applied ſomewhat 
worſe to it, meerly to diſtreſs me 
beyond Meaſure: For that in leſs 
than an Hour after I had eaten it, 
I was ſo oppreſſed by Drought, that 
thought I ſhould have periſhed. I 
knocked, I called, I endeavoured to 
force my Way through the Boards 
of my Cabin; but all to no manner of 
Purpoſe, not the leaſt Succour ap- 
peared, till my Sufferings were ſo 
extravagant, that I feared I ſhould 
have gone diſtracted, to which, my 
ſo often calling, and raving aloud, 
had not a little contributed. | 
At length, Help arrived; but 
clogged with ſuch Conditions, as I 
would have choſen immediate Death, 
to have avoided ; neither ſhould any 
Thing, but the Dread of lingering 
for an uncertain Time, in the 
Wretchedneſs I endured, have ever 
obtained my Conſent. | 
The Letter was again tendered 
to me to 'copy, by one of them, 
whilſt the other held a Jug of Water 
; in 
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in one Hand, and an empty Wine- 
glaſs in the other. I was ſo intent 
upon the Liquor, that 1 attended 
but little to what was ſaid 
about the Letter; but was ſoon 
given to underſtand, that all the 
Satisfaction to redound from that, 
muſt be obtained, through my ready 
Compliance with this ; ſo that hav- 
ing engaged to perform it, I had a 
ſmall Glaſs of Water- given me, to 
allay my inſtant Craving, with full 
Aſſurance of as much as I ſhould 
deſire, upon the Completion of my 
Taſk. f | 
Being thus, ſo ſorely againſt my 
Inclination, driven to the Neceſſity 
of a Performance, I furiouſly en- 
gaged therein, for the Gratification 
that was to ſucceed ; and though I 
ſtrove to conceal my own Hand 
therein' as much as poſſible, that 
you, my Dear, might give the lels 
credit to it; yet when finiſhed, I 
was ſenſible, that my Attempt 
had proved ineffectual ; For I could 
2 noways 
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noways diſguiſe it as I would have 
done. 

O! the Refreſhment of the ſuc- 
ceeding Draught, was more eſti- 
mable to me, than all the World 
beſides could have been, without 
it, Nature was never ſenſible 
of ſo ſudden a Tranſition, from 
Miſery to Felicity. The Letter I 
have now mentioned, was what 
brought you hither, for the barba- 
rous Purpoſes you have now been 
ſo miraculouſly freed from; but it 
gives me no light Tranſport, in that 
their Artillery hath been turned 
_ againſt themſelves, even in what 
I looked upon as the moſt infelici- 
tous Part of my whole Tranſactions 
in Life, that Letter: For had that 
not been wrote by me, whereby I 
might have expected you at Mrs. 

Newburgh's, how could it have been 
poſſible, in the Nature of Things, 
for me ever to have ſought you 
here? And yet, as your coming 
hither ſeemed ſo neceſſary, in the 


Courſe 
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Courſe of the Proſecution of their 
black Deſigns, I doubt not but 
Means would have been practiſed, 
for betraying you into this Snare, as 
effectually, as my Letter did; tho 
I had perſiſted to Death, in not 
writing it. 

The next Day they brought me 
a ſecond Epiſtle for copying, which 
was to be ſent to Mr. B——g, my 
Banker, to ſtop Payment of any 
Money but to my Order ; which, 
as I was in Hopes of his not ex- 
tending to yourſelf, and my paſt 
Diſtreſs recurring to my Mind, I 
finiſhed without further Argument 
from my Proſecutors, upon my firſt 
Hefitation at it, than that it was 
not in ſuch Haſte, but I might de- 
fer it till reduced to my late Extre- 
mity, if I ſaw fit; the very Dread 
of which, ſo wrought me to cool 
Reaſoning with myſelf, that with- 
out a Reply, 1 went through with 


it. 


We 
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We were now diſcharged of the 
Channel, and I was admitted on 
Deck; but without Arms, and for 
ſome Days, ſtrictly watched, and 
locked up nightly; till the Ship, 
and my Circumſtances on board, 
growing more familiar to me, I 
took Notice to my Governors, how 
unneceſſary the Caution they uſed 
with regard to me was: For ſaid I, 
here are ſixteen Hands on board, 
excluſive of the Maſter and our- 
ſelves; now, is it to be imagined, 1 
am ſuch a Fury, that ſhould a 
Weapon come to my Hand; I ſhould 


kill you all, before I ſhould meet 


the ſame Fate myſelf ? Or, ſuppoſe 
I could, what would become of the 
Ship, under my Direction? If 1 
could not, then why all this Guard 
upon me? Can you preſume, that 
in caſe I am not locked in every 
Night, I ſhall jump over board, and 


run away? Whence then proceeds 
this childiſh Inſecurity you ſeem to 


be under, with regard to me ? ' 
Vor. II. G 7 
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I am too well affured, ſaid I, 
that I lie at your Mercy, and am, 
and muſt be too dependant upon 
your Smules and Frowns, to ſuffer 
me to thwart your Determinations : 
Then fince my Father hath ap- 
pointed you my Guardians, and I 
am to ſubmit to his Will, let us 
make Life as comfortable to each 
other as we can, whilſt we are to- 
gether, and not by an Auſterity of 
one Side, or a Dread of the other, 
render our Beings miſerable. 

The Compoſure wherewith I ex- 
preſſed myſelf, brought them into 
my Way of Thinking; from which 
Time, I lay above Deck, and acted 
like other reaſonable Creatures, 
under little or no Inſpection. 

I was fearful of inquiring to 
what Part of the World we were 
failing, leſt it ſhould give Offence, 
and on that Account, often 
ſtifled it; but thought I, as that 
can't long be a Secret to me 
after my Debarkation, and I can 
. poſſibly 
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ſſibly make no ill Uſe of my 
Knowledge in the mean time, I 
will put the Queſtion, let what will 
happen. Whilſt we were all over 
a Bowl of Punch one Day, and my 
Governors ſeemingly very merry, I 
demanded of the Captain, whithertq 
he was bound?” 
The Captain, (who by the Way, 
I had only heard called by a Cant 


Name yet) replied, to the Coaſt of 


Africa, To what Port? Captain, 
ſaid I; when, before he could An- 
ſwer, one of my Guardians, (who 
went by the Name of Tohns, as 
the other did by that of Ville) de- 
manded why that Queſtion ? Have 
you more Buſineſs at one Port than 
another? I replied, that it was 
meerly a Matter of Fancy, for want 
of ſomewhat to ſay, that my Re- 
queſt flowed from; but if it was 
anyways a Secret, I defired it might 
remain ſo: For that my Inclination 
tended not ſo ſtrongly to a Diſ- 
covery, as to put me upon the 
| G 2 Trouble 
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Trouble of repeating my Queſtion, 
Nay, nay, ſaid Wills, the Conſe- 
quence is very trifling, you may 
make yourſelf eaſy, we are deſtined 
to an Harbour, . whitherto you will 
never arrive with us. 

That Sentence, and the manner 
it was ſpoken in, ſtruck a Chill to 
my very Soul: So that noways ca- 
pable of a further Participation in 
their Good-fellowſhip, after waiting 
for ſuch Time only, as not to be 
ſuſpected of deſerting them abruptly, 
I withdrew to my little Cabin, where 
caſting myſelf upon my Bed, I fell 
into ſuch a Train of Reflections, 
as might moſt naturally lead me to 
a Comprehenſion, of what was de- 
ſigned. againſt mr. 
Having of myſelf, no Knowledge 
for foreign Countries, or of their 
Traffick, Manners, or Cuſtoms; 
but having often heard of Perſons 
being ſold for Slaves, and that 
Death itſelf was preferable to the 
Severities they were uſed with; 0 

f r 
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could conceive no readier Applica- 
tion of Willss Speech, than to a 
View they might have of diſpoſing 
me in that miſerable Way. 

Theſe Conſiderations threw me 
into ſuch a State of Diſconſolation, 
as to augment my Affliction, pro- 
portionably, to the Number of 
Years I might in Poſſibility continue 
in it; till at length, I grew ſo deſ- 
perate upon the Conceit of it, that 
I came to a Reſolution, as the 
| ſafeſt, and ſhorteſt Remedy, to 
make away with ' myſelf, directly 
upon our making Shore. | 

I had thought over this horrid 
Action ſo often, till I had perfectly 
reconciled, not only the Neceſſity 
of the Fact, but even the Deed it 
ſelf, under that Neceſſity, both to 
my Reaſon. and. Confcience ; and 
having eſtabliſhed it as my Principle, 
I became much more eaſy and jo- 
cund, for the Time to come; in- 
ſomuch, that my Melancholy, which 
laſted but for two or three Days, 

| G 3 f and 
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and had been imputed by me to 
Illneſs, was credited by my Over- 
ſeers, to have proceeded from that 
Source only, and was taken no 
further Notice of. | 

My Lord's Relation having taken 
up ſo much Time, and Mrs. New- 
burgh, appearing to me to have fat 
till ſhe was grown fatigued, I pro- 
poſed breaking off here, and pro- 
ceeding the next Afternoon, if it 
would be agreeable to her. She 
thanked me for my Concern, and 
expreſſed how impatient the ſhould 
be, till his Lordſhip had, in her 
Preſence, concluded his Narrative. 
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d eee 
CHAP. VI. 
Lord G—r—d's Story continued: 


Sends for Remittances from Lon- 
don. Writes about his Children. 
Commences Proſecution againſt 
Stringer and the reſt. 


M RS. Newburgh notifying her 
Readineſs to receive his Lord- 
| ſhip the next Day, we inſtantly waited 
upon her; when Lord G—r—4, with- 
out any further Ceremony. than her 
Requeſt, proceeded with his Story 
Fe. where he had before broken off. 
We had been upwards of three. 
Months on board,  faid he, and as 
I heard the Sailors diſcourſing, were 
not many Days Sail from the Line, 
when ſuch a Gale aroſe at South- 
Eaſt, as drove us ſeveral Days from 
our Courſe z till at Length, height- 
ning to. a Storm, the whole Crew 

G 4 were 
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were in the utmoſt, Conſternation ; 
inſomuch, that by its Increaſe, and 
Continuance, the Captain himſelf 
had given the Ship over for loſt. 
We had ſuffered extremely in our 
Sails, and Rigging, and our Maſts 
were all more or leſs damaged ; 
even ſo far, as to be almoſt uſeleſs, 
as to the Guidance of the Ship ; but 
What terrified the Crew moſt appa- 
rently, was ſome Injury ſhe had 
taken in her Hold, wherein the 
Water was riſen upward of four 
Feet, in twelve Hours. | 
The diſmal Proſpect of our Af- 
fairs, kept every Hand upon Duty ; 
nor were the Captain, or wy Guar- - 
dians, a whit leſs active than the 
reſt ; for theſe latter, were ſubject 
to ſuch unſpeakable Horrors, that 
they wrought at the Pumps Night 
and Day, far more like Slaves than 
Paſſengers, the Tears all the While 
trickling down their Cheeks, and 
they themſelves groaning, and la- 
menting their Fate moſt miſerably. 
W 1 Wills 
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Wills having quitted his Poſt, for 
the Recruit of his Breath and 
Strength, only till he ſhould be en- 
abled again to reſume it, and ob- 
ſerving me to ſtand idle, and un- 
concernedly leaning againſt the Front 
of the Quarter- deck, with my Arm 
in a Loophole there, to keep my 
Body ſteady (for the Ship work'd ſo 
that I could not otherwiſe have kept 
my Feet)” attacked me in a furious 
Paſſion, for appearing ſo indolent, in 
a Time of ſuch imminent Danger. 
What is the Matter with you, 
Wills, ſaid I, what are you afraid 
of drowning ? as for my on Con- 
cern, this is the moſt pleaſurable 
Part of the Voyage to me; nay, my 
Joy encreaſes, with what you idly 
call Danger. — Prithee , Man ! cry 
not, nor wring your Hands thus. I 
took you for a Man of Spirit ;— but 
can calmly/laugh, and make a Scoff 
at your Inquietude now. _ 
What the Devil ſtand you loung- 
ing away your Time here for! ſaid 
| G 5 | Wills 
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Mills, can't you yet underſtand that 
all our Efforts are too weak to keep 
her above Water. Can't you per- 
ceive yourſelf within a Thought of 
periſning? Behave hke a Man, our 
Lives demand your Strength; elap 
an Hand to the Pump, or we muſt 
all be at the Bottom by Morning. 
It wanted then about an Hour to 
Poor Wills! replied I, What can 
fuch Courage as yours dread? you, 
who are Hero enough to oppreſs a 
naked Man, and drag him from his 
Country, his Family, his Friends?— 
Let us fink ; what have I to do with 
that ?!—Am I now in my own Way, 
purſuing my own Inclinations ? or, 
can I be lefs ſo at the Bottom of the 
Ocean, than upon theſe Waters ?— 
Ff you would but refle a little, we 
ſhould ſoon be agreed, that you have 
- no more Bufineſs above Water than 
I have; then why ſhould we bopple 
at finking together, rather than 
fwimming ? Your own Choice led 
UE x you 


my Own LITE. 131 
you and Jabns hither, to guard me, 
and will you not, think you, have 
faithfully diſcharged your Fruſt, in 
purſuing me to the Bottom? 
Comfort yourſelf with that Reflec- 
tion,—If you are in a good Cauſe, 
that will chear you, never fear. 

Tell me of no Caufes, good or 
bad, ſaid he; no Hand ought to be 
_ uſeleſs, in the Diſtreſs we are all in; 
are not all our Beings at Stake ? 

I am aſhamed of thy Afffiction, 
Wills, ſaid I; for it plainly indicates 
to me, that you are a rank Coward, 
a mean-ſpirited Villain, in 
Heart; one that can with Greedineſs 
oppreſs, but ſuffer no Oppreſſion. 
Why Wills, added I, Death is no 
more to me than Sleep. I tell thee; 
Conſcience charges me with no baſe 
Crimes to be repented of; 1 have 
injured no Man, diſtreſſed no Man, 


nor hath my Hand ever felt the 


Weight of a Bribe, to blind my 
Compaſſion, or ſet me at Defiance 
with all that is good and ſociable. 


I me- 
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I meditate no Man's Ruin; nor 
meanly condeſcend to barter my 
Conſcience for Food or Raiment. 

What Benefit do you and Fobnsthink 
to reap in the Mud of the Sea, for 
this glorious Enterprize? Will your 
Treachery advance you in Pluto's 
or Neptune's Courts, think you ?— 
Will your ill-gotten Gains purchaſe 
you a Return from thence ?—Poor 
heartleſs Man! can a drowning diſ- 
courage you, whoſe Valour hath for 
the whole Voyage been exerciſed in 
ſubduing a ſingle Fellow-Traveller, 
and adding daily to his Miſery. - 
Lord have Mercy upon me!] ſaid 
Wills. Mo AA en M1 eo 
For ſhame Wills, faid I; profti- 
tute not that tremendous Name to 
thy own baſe Purpoſes. — What? 
| ſhalt thou crave Mercy, who wouldſt 
ſhew none Have not I intreated 
for your Mercy to me? firſt to ſet 
me on Shore in England; then to 
allay my Drought ; then to land me 
any where ; and laſtly, but wo 

rm 
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form me to what Shore you would 
convey me. — Have you complied 
with any of theſe Requeſts? aac 
would have proved Acts of Mercy to 
me but were they granted — 
No; then, ſurely, you preferred 
Rigour to Mercy, or you would 
have had Compaſſion on me; and 
ſhall not that, inſtead of chis, be 
deemed the beſt for you ?—lt muſt, 
from your own Principles.—Or is 
the Caſe inverted now ſelf is con- 
cerned in it ? 

Wills, added I, I have en Ns 
read, that he who will ſhew :no 
Mercy, ſhall have Judgment with- 
out Mercy.—Think on this Vill, 
and ſurely, as you failed: hither un- 
der Pay, and are now in your 
elected Employment, you ſhould 
unrepiningly accept your Reward ; 
whereas, only from Invertion of Cir- 
cumſtances, what you eſteem as the 
worſt of Curſes, muſt be e 
2 a 1 to me. | 


I as 
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I as verily believe the Ship's ſink- 
ing to be unavoidable as you can; 
but my Sufferings under you will 
improve that into a Bleffing to me, 
whieh you ſhrink from as a Misfor- 
tune.— will not ſay you ſhall never 
reach your Port, as you told me, 
Wills; but if Providence may in any 
Caſe be arraigned for unconcern in 
the Affairs of Men, furely that of 
your fafe Arrival muſt be it. 

It ſhould ſeem to me, Mills, added 
J, full late for ſecreting your vile 
Purpofes' from me, or indeed, for 
my preſſing for the Knowledge of 
them, when we are both ſo near to 
the Verge of that Country where 
every the moſt clandeftine Fact will 

be expoſed; | yet, prithee, what 
meant you by my never reaching 
your Port with you ? for that | bath 
given me no flight Uneafinets. 

The Wind then raiſing and throw- 
ing us, in ſuch dreadful wiſe, that 
wie could only fupport ourſelves 

whilſt clinging to Parts of the Ship $ 

an 
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and the Timber giving ſuch: ſudden 
Cracks and Jerks, as if ſhe was every 
Moment ſplitting to Pieces; Mills, 
finking on his Knees, in a moſt 
wy and — — 2 — 

iveneſs for | 

ry, way ie bad done me; We 
feſſing, that his Crimes had but too 
juſtly merited his approaching Fate ; 
and added, that in Order till to have 
increaſed their Gains, Johns and he 
had conſerted the Sale of me, at the 
firſt proper Market they ſhould have 
arrived at; believing that no News 
would be more acceptable to my 
Father, than that of my Death, con- 
fidering how bitterly he had in- 
veighed againſt me; ſo that their 
Intent was, he faid, upon their Re- 
turn, to inform my Father, chat 1 


had died on the 
. en ind wert 


Wills ſmote hi 
prodigiouſly ; but had fearce con- 
Story, when with a ſtu- 


cluded his 


pendous Crafh, as we ſunk from the 
—_—_ of a Wave, the Veſſel ſplit 
| aſunder, 


er 
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aſunder, hanging but by a Plank or 
two on the Outſide, which the next 


Wave broke off; and with the Fore- 


part of the Ship, ſunk every Soul on 


board her but myſelf, who was till 


preſerved above Water, meerly by 
my Arm hanging, as I ſaid before, 
in the Loophole. 1 ad 

. I had ſome Time for Thought, 
it is true; but expected no leſs ev 

Moment than to have followed the 
reſt of the Crew ;—tho' I reſolved 
not to let go my Hold, let what 
would happen; when, providen- 
tially, . the Stern ſinking firſt, raiſed 
the Part I ſtood at aboye Water, ho- 
rizontally ; and the Wind ſoon after 
lowering, I mounted aftride, upon the 
broken Edge of the Upper-deck, and 
in that Condition, was driven about 
at the Mercy of the Waves for up- 
wards of two. Days. On the third 
Morning, at Peep of Day, to my in- 
expreſſible Joy, I beheld a Veſſel 
bearing down upon me; to which, 
making the beſt Signals in my 


Power, 
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power, ſhe ſent her Boat, and took 
me on board her. 

It happened to be a Veſſel from 
Waterford, Captain Maggee, Com- 
mander, who had ſuffered fo im- 
moderately in the late Storm, that 
had it not been for the Abatement 
of the Wind, I might almoſt as well 
have been on board my Wreck ſtill; 
however, we made hard ſhift to 
get her into Cape Vincent, one of 
the Cape de Verd Iſlands, where, un- 
der great Difficulty, and the Loſs of 
ſeveral Months Employment, we 
fitted her for our Paſſage to this 
Kingdom; the Maſter and Crew 
having firſt ſat in Judgment upon 
her, and condemned her as incapa- 
ble of ſuſtaining a Voyage to the 
Bay of Bengall, hither to a was 
originally bound. 

Our Port, as I faid balbre; was 
Waterford; but being in our Return 
driven by Streſs of Weather, alon 
the Coaſt of England, and the V 
ſel not able to bear up le a 

6 | . 
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rough Sea, we gained an Opportu- 
nity of running her into Dublin Bay, 
where I landed; but had no manner 
of Apprehenſion of my dear Biddys 


tarrying here fo long without 


me, in caſe you had, in Compli- 
ance with my Letter, croſſed the Sea 
to this Kingdom at all; but, how- 
ever, as I was ſo near to the Place I 


had directed you to, I could not 


quit the Kingdom without an In- 
quiry. 
I muſt needs fay, Captain Maggee 
1s a moſt like and humane 


Man ; for informing him of my 
Name, Family, and Adventures, 


tho I- offered him my Purſe, in 
which was more than I believe he 
would have demanded for my Paſ- 
ſage, he told me, that at fo great a 
Diſtance as I was from Home, I 
mult neceſſarily want Money before I 
arrived there; therefore, he often 
making the Trip of London, would 
wait upon me there, which he pre- 
ſumed might be a more n 
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Place for me to pay him at, than in 
- a ſtrange Country. 

Thus, Ladies, faid my dear Lord, 
have I brought myſelf on Shore 
again, where I landed but the third 
Day from this; but how providen- 
tially, to clear up your Innocence, 
my Dear, I hope ever to abound 
with too much Gratitude to forget ; 
neither doubt I but before I leave 
Dublin, to recriminate upon the 


Authors of our Diſtreſſes. 
His Lordſhi concluded, 
Mrs. Newburgh was ſo captivated 


with his Lordſhip's Manner of re- 
hating it, that ſhe even laviſhed out | 
her Encomiums to Bankraptcyz nor 
= ſhe eee. Compliments left 
to ſupply the then Exigency of her 
Inclination; but with her Breath, 
having nearly exhauſted her Spirits 
too, we took our Leaves of her for 
that Night, and retreated to our 


own Apartment. 
His Lordſhip wrote by the firſt 
which in 


9 for Remittances, 
due 
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due Time arrived; and alſo to the 
School-maſter where his Children 
were lodged, commanding him at 
his Peril, not to part with them 
even to his Patron himſelf, upon 
any Pretence whatſoever ; for that 
he would require them at his 
Hands. 

So far as was conſiſtent with the 
Deference I always paid to his 
Lordſhip's Opinion, I was againſt 
this Method of Proceeding, leſt 
the School-maſter informing his 
Father of it, he ſhould recall them 
from him; which in my Compre- 
henſion, he could not withſtand ; 
and in that Caſe, his Father might 
otherwiſe: ſo diſpoſe of them, that 
we might never find them again; or 
at leaſt, not without infinite Diffi- 
culty; but his Lordſhip convinced 
me of my Miſtake :: For can you 
imagine, my dear eng 4 ſaid he, 
that Stringer, when he recovers 
himſelf again, will not acquaint my 
Father of the Information he has 
225 given 
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given us, and of his Diſappointment 
by my Means? And that he will 
not ſtill ſeek my Father's further 
Countenance, by contriving other 
Miſchiefs againſt us? And then, 
my Father may aim at withdrawing 
them; but when the Maſter ſhall 
have received my poſitive Com- 
mands to the contrary, he will be 
cautious how he acts over officiouſly, 
for his own fake, leſt himſelf ſnould 
feel the Weight of my Reſent- 
ment. 

When we had thus ſettled theſe 
Affairs, his Lordſhip employed a 
Sollicitor, and a Counſellor, againſt 
the Criminals; and as he was ad- 
viſed, proceeded againſt them firſt, 
as joint Accomplices for a Conſpi- 
racy againſt me; on which Action, 
he recovered four thouſand Pounds 
Damages. Then he proſecuted 
them, and convicted them all upon 
the Perjury; whereupon they were 
ſentenced to a ſmall Fine, to ſtand. 
on the Pillory, and n 

or 
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for three Years ; but as his Lord- 
ſhip had no View of ever obtaining 
any Part of the pecuniary Damages, 
he only made uſe of that Judg- 
ment, to their ſeveral Detentions in 
Priſon, after the Expiration of the 
three Years, being deſirous, that 
they might never be turned looſe to 
further Miſchief. 
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OOO ON OOO 


CHAP. VII. 


Mrs. Thomas declares Biddy's Pa- 
rentage to her. Lady Betty bad 
promiſed great Things for Biddy. 
Mrs. Thomas ſuſpefts them left 
in Corbet's Hands. 


OTWITHSTANDING my 
own Acquittal, the Return of 
my dear Lord, and that every 
thing between us proceeded We 
ing to my own Wiſh; yet the few 
Words Mr. Thomas had dropt at 
my Trial, of my not knowing who 
was my Mother, and that T was 
the Daughter of a great Lady de- 
ceaſed ; theſe Things, I ſay, long 
rankled in my Mind, to the no 
little Moleſtation of it. 
Now though I had ſeen Mrs. 
Thomas many Times fince, and 
had as often purpoſed to have de- 
| 4 manded 


* 
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manded her Explanation upon that 
myſterious Sentence; yet, the Fear 
of his Lordſhip's Diſpleaſure, tho 
my Mother ſhould prove to have 
been of ever ſo exalted a Rank, if I 
could not produce a Father too, 
had ever deterred me, from putting 
the Queſtion to Mrs. Thomas. 

I grew fo unealy at length, that 
I took the Opportunity one Night, 
of mentioning to Lord G—r—4g, 
what Mr. Thomas had hinted at my 
Trial, and intreated his Lordſhip to 
ſpeak freely, whether he ſhould 
be offended at my interrogating 
Mrs. Thomas very | narrowly about 
it, for that if his Lordſhip ſhould 
rather chooſe ſtill to be ignorant of 
it himſelf, it would not be prudent 
in him to ſuffer me to mention it to 
her, ſince it would be impoſſible 
for me to conceal any Information 
| ſhe might give me, from his Lord- 
F 

| My deareſt Biddy, ſaid he, as 
nothing ariſing from without your 
1 own 
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own Perſon, can poſlibly either 
augment. or extenuate my Regard 
for you, make no Scruple to gain 
all the Intelligence you ſeem fo 


anxious for, or of communicating ' 


the fame to me: For who, or 
whatever your Mother was, how 
can that affect your Truth, Virtue, 
Faith, or any of the Excellencies 
my Eye beholds only in you ? It 1s 
thy individual ſelf, compounded of 
all thy preſent Qualifications, that I 
prize, not thy Mother, or thy Fa- 


ther, let them have been who they 


will; and if Mrs. Thomas can ſtrike 
out any Lights to direct you in the 
Search, I ſhall take the greateſt 


Pleaſure in being preſent at her 
Report of them, _ 170 


Your. Lordſhip is ſo . ever the | 


ſame, replied I, that I muſt omit 


thoſe Compliments of Gratitude, - 


which in a Caſe of like Nature, 
might be requiſite to another Per- 
ſon ; nay, was I particularly to ex- 
preſs my Thanks for every of your 


Lordſhip's Beneyolences to me, my 


Vor. II. H whole 
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whole Life muſt prove a Repetition 
of. the ſame Thing, without varia- 
tion, With your Lordſhip's Leave 
therefore, added I, Mrs. Thomas 
ſhall dine with us To-morrow : For 
I muſt own, that fince it will not 
offend your Lordſhip, my Curioſity 
is ſtretched to the higheſt Pitch, for 
a Diſcloſure of this Myſtery. 

So ſoon after Dinner as the Cloth 
was removed, and we were alone, 
I began with my Obligations to 
Mr. Themas, whoſe Zeal at my 
Trial, had firſt given a Check to 
the Rapidity of that Torrent, which 
had fo nearly over-borne me, by 
protracting the Verdict againſt me, 
till her own, and my dear Lord's 
Arrival; but ſaid I, Mrs. Thomas, 
there were ſome Wordsdropt by your 
Huſband on that Occaſion, which 
have ever ſince occupied no” incon- 
ſiderable Share of my Reflections. 

She defired to know what they 
were, for that in her Hearing, no 
more than common had paſſed. I 
replied, that he had informed the 

Court 
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Court, of my being the Daughter 


of as fine a Lady deceaſed, as any 
then living. Did he thereby only 
mean to beſpeak the Favour of the 
Court for me? ſaid I, or what elſe 
could he intend by it? Pray ſcruple 
not to declare yourſelf freely before 
his Lordſhip, who is now purpoſely 
preſent, to partake of ſuch Myſtery, 
if any there is, as may be couched 
under thoſe Words of his. 

Mrs. Thomas, by her reddening 
very much, plainly diſcovered that 
her Huſband's Speech had not been 
wholly infignificant. She aſſured 
us, that the unriddling that Affair, 
would afford her no little Pain, for. 
the Character of a Lady, once her 
generous Friend, and for whoſe 
Memory ſhe bore the higheſt Vene- 
ration; but as we both deſired it of 
her, if we would engage never to 
make uſe of our Knowledge to the 
Diſcredit of the deceaſed, ſhe would 
reveal that Secret to us, which the 
had thought ſolely. to have confined 
to her own Breaſt: For that tho 

H 2 ſhe 
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ſhe had informed her Huſband of 
my Deſcent from a noble Lady, ſhe 
had never pointed out whom, to 
him. | 

We paſſed our Words, for Main- 
tenance of the Privacy, unleſs in 
caſe of any conſiderable Advantage 
to acrue to ourſelves thereby, and 
then, not without her previous Con- 
_ ſent; for we urged, that would any 
Prejudice ariſe thereby to the Me- 
mory of the deceaſed, it muſt in 
the long run, rebound upon our- 
ſelves : So that at all Events, for our 
own ſakes, it would behove us to 
be careful of the deceaſed Honour, 
our own, being ſo intimately con- 
need to it. | 
Mrs. Thomas then applying her- 
ſelf to me, my dear Lady, ſaid ſhe, 
for I muſt no more ſtile you 
Daughter, you well know, that 
you received your Education under 
me and as my Child; though my Cir- 
cumſtances in Life, would not have 
intitled you to the many Embelliſh- 
ments you obtained, at the Expence 


of 
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of your Godmother, as you ever 
thought her, but in truth, your 
own Parent. 

His Lordſhip and I watching 
each others Eyes and Countenan- 
ces, from thence collected, the 


Surprize we had ſeverally imbibed 


from thoſe Words; a ſort of ſecret 
Pleaſure, mixed with a Diffidence 
and Confuſion, diffuſing itſelf thro 
our whole Perſons. However, we 
fat both filent, whilſt Mrs. Thomas 
proceeded. 

I was introduced very early in 
Life, into the Retinue of Lady 
Betty G-——s, late Counteſs of 
B-——7, whom I faithfully ſerved, 
for upwards of fourteen Years ; 
during which Time, his Grace the 
Duke of R—g—b, very much fre- 
quented our Family, till the Death 


of my old Lord, Lady Betty's Fa- 
ther. His Grace had a Wife, it is 


true, but her defective: Intellects, 


had neceſſarily occaſioned her Con- 


finement. 38 
His Grace was greatly enamoured 
of my Lady, nor was ſhe a leſs 
H 3 Ad- 
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Admirer of him. At my Lord's 
Death, his vaſt Fortune and Eſtate 
devolved wholly upon my Lady; 
when ſhe was almoſt diſtracted, 
that ſhe could not make the Duke 
happy in it, and her Perſon; nor 
was the Duke leſs anxious than 
herſelf: For many of the ableſt 
Heads in the Kingdom were con- 
ſulted, for procuring a Divorce from 
the Dutcheſs, ſhe being, as to every 
Purpoſe of the Marriage State, in- 
capable of ſupporting the Place 
of a Wife; that his Grace might 
intermarry with my Lady; but none 
of their Endeavours, could meet 
with the leaſt Encouragement. 
In ſhort, the Love they bore to 
each other, heightened by uninter- 
rupted Intercourſe, P for 
their Submiſſion to each othess Em- 


braces; and dear, Madam, added 


ſhe, you are the Produce of their 

ſtolen Enjoyments. 

My Lady no ſooner perceived her 

Condition, than terrified to Death 

at the Conſequences; Mary, py 
1 
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ſhe, to me, have not you a Lover, 
one Giles Farmer? (one of her 
Ladyſhip's Chair-men) I could not 
deny, but that he had often ex- 
preſſed himſelf to me in that Strain, 
I told her; then added ſhe, I would 
have you marry him. Giles is a 
ſober Man, and will make you a 
good Huſband; and that you may 
ſucceed together, I will ſhll retain 
him in my Service, and leſt you 
ſhould not be gaining ſomewhat as 
well as he, I intend to give you an 
hundred Pounds, to ſet you up in 
ſome little Way, to maintain your- 
{ep.-:1}-1 ing KW! 

I could do no leſs than acknow- 
ledge her Ladyſhip's Benignity to us, 
and the very next Time that Giles 
applied to me on the Subject, I laid 
forth my Lady's Favour to us, 
which noways retarding the Progreſs 
of our Match, in leſs than a Fort- 
night, we were married. 

expected now to. have falle 
into the Way of Life my Lady had 
promiſed, to ee by; but 

R ſhe 
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ſhe told me, ſhe would not have 
me leave her Service, till Pregnancy 
ſhould render my Duty inconſiſtent, 
From almoſt the Inſtant of my 
Marriage, ſhe received me more 
and more into her Confidence, and 
at length, revealed to me her Affair 
with the Duke; injoining me the 
ſtricteſt Secrecy: And that in caſe I 
ſhould not prove with Child ſoon, 
ſhe begg'd me to give out that 1 
was fo: For that if poſſible, the 
intended me, not only 2 the Nurſe, 
but the Mother of the Infant ſhe 
then went with. N 
When I had conſidered the In- 
timacy there had ever been between 
the Duke and my Lady, I was not 
ſo much ſurprized at what I had 
heard, as otherwiſe I might have 
been ; but from that. Day, we were 
conſtantly projecting Means for her 
private Delivery, and the Diſpoſal 
of the Infant; till her Time draw- 
ing near, a Pretence of Illneſs, gave 
riſe for a Tour to France, for 
Change of Air, and to a Stay 70 
Vs + | nx 
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ſix Months there; when, who 
ſhould be appointed to attend her 
thither, but myſelf. 
Her Ladyſhip left all her Engliſh 
Servants behind but me, taking only 
a new French Footman with her ; 
but it being towards Winter, and 
we travelling to the Southern Parts 
of France; after my Lady had taken 
Occaſion to diſmiſs her French Man 
at Bęurges, no one, from thence- 
forth, knowing any Thing of us, 
or from whence we came ; ſhe took 
a private Lodging at Labaur to lie- 
in at; and after your Birth, Ma- 
dam, her Ladyſhip knowing when 
my Time would be up, ſtayed there 
till J was delivered alſo: But my 
Child dying in the Month, I had 
then a ſpecial Opportunity, of re- 
ceiving you as my own. 
We made it full eight Months 
before we returned, when I took you 
home with me; neither did my 
honeſt Huſband Farmer, ever to 
his dying Day know otherwise, 
than that you was his own Child, 
H 5 and 
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and believed Lady Betty to have 
been only your Godmother. | 
We were ſcarce well landed in 
England, when News of the Duke's 
Death reached us; which coming 
ſo on a ſudden upon my Lady, 
ſunk her under ſuch Affliction, that 
for ſeveral Months, I but little ex- 
18 70 ſhe would have ſurvived 
im: For Love more extrayagant, 
never ſubſiſted, than theirs ; being 
heightened, by the ImpraQticability 
of legal Enjoyment, which had: un- 
doubtedly proved the Caſe, but for 
the interpoſing Life of the Dutcheſs. 
Her Ladyſhip would ſee no Com- 
pany, for near upon eighteen. Months 
after her Return to England; ex- 
cuſing herſelf through Indiſpoſition, 
that ſhe. might the better indulge 
her Melancholy; neither took ſhe. 
the leaſt Delight in any Thing, 


ſiuve yourſelf, with whom ſhe ordered 


me daily to attend her; when ſteal - 

ing you to her Arms, in my Pre- 

ſence only, ſhe would laviſh: out 

her Sighs into your- tender. —_ 
| 1 Wa 
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call upon his, Grace, and point out 
to me in you, each Lineament of 
bis Face; then in Tranſports, would 
ſo cloſely preſs you, that I have 
more than once ſuſpected, her 
Eagerneſs would have deſtroyed you. 

As you grew up to more Matu- 
rity, from a Dread of the Secret 
Diſcovery, ſhe became more cau- 
tious in her Expreſſions. of Tender- 
neſs, to you, leſt you ſhould form a 
Diſtinction, between the Embraces 
of a Friend, and; a Parent. She 
therefore moſt generouſly ſatisfied 
me for your Keeping and Educa- . 
tion; but all under her Direction, 
which Coſt beſtowed thereon, was 
always aſcfibed- by me, to the Ge- 
neroſity of your Godmother, Which 
Title, my good Lady diſdained not 
publickly to acknowledge. 2 
After her Ladyſhip had married 
the Earl of B, ſhe then, | you 
know, took! you home to her, as a 
Companion to her eldeſt Daughter; 
though I muſt ſubmit to you, Ma- 
dam, ; added ſhe, NOW. you really 
—— 2 O 
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know who you are, whether upon 
cool Recollection of paſt Circum- 
ſtances, my good Lady behaved to 
you there, moſt like a Miſtreſs or a 
Parent. | 

I told Mrs. Thomas, that from her 
firſt Hints of my being her Lady- 
ſhip's Daughter, ſo many Occurren- 
cies had darted into my Mind, more 
demonſtrative of the Mother, than 
barely the Miſtreſs, that was I to 
have traced back every Occaſion ſhe 
had given me, of conſidering my- 
ſelf in the Light of a Daughter, it 
would ſeem incredible, that I had 
never formed ſuch a Notion before ; 
but ſuſpecting all to have flow'd 
from her Ladyſhip's private Bene- 
volence, I had heretofore over 
look d it. ien 

O! ſaid Mrs, Thomas, how have 
I ſeen her view you with every 
Fondneſs that Deſire could frame, 
while you attended as her Servant 
only; ſcanning each Geſture, turn and 
Movement of you; till ſinking intothe 
Reverie of paſt pleaſing Scenes, the 
WOA 1 Tears 
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Tears have bubbled in her Eyes, and 
with a Sigh, ſhe has been obliged to 
leave you. 

I have often made bold to tell her, 
that I hoped, tho' you was placed 
but in an inferior Station in her Fa- 
mily, the Earl's Children would 
never cauſe her to forget you, for 
that you was her own, equally with 
them, and. at her Death, muſt be 
far more helpleſs, as you would then 
have no Friend to depend upon. 

Her conſtant Replies upon ſuch 
Occaſions were, that as no Man 
could be ſo dear to her as your Fa- 
ther was, whoſe Memory would 
ever ſurvive in her Breaſt; ſo no 
Child by any other, could efface 
that Tenderneſs, (he muſt neceſſarily 
bear to his Repreſentative ; | (mean 
ing your Ladyſhip) for you being fo 
fine a Lady, of ſo engaging a Bib. 
poſition, not only to herſelf, but 
every one in general, ſhe had taken 
Care, previous to her Marriage, to 
reſerve to herſelf ſuch Power over 
her.own, as ſhould you continue to 

| | deſerve 
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deſerve it at her Hands, would make 
you happy, in the Arms of whom- 
ſoever you ſhould beſtow yourſelf 
upon: neither would ſhe leave it in 
the power of the firſt Peer of Eng- 
land to. deſpiſe an Alliance with you, 
if he admired; your Perſon. I never 
heard her ſay what ſhe would do for 
you; but ſhe has declared; when you 
was ſcarce marriageable, that could 
ſhe find a young Gentleman worthy. 
of you, ſhe would give you Ten 
thouſand Pounds down. H 
Mrs. Thomas having now COm=- 
pleated: her Narrative, his Lordſhip 
and: I both complimented her, upon 
her Delivery of it, aſſuring her- of 
the Obligation ſhe had loaded us 
with; and after ſome Conferrence 
had upon the Occaſion, I aſked his 
Lordſhip, whether he could con- 
ceive any Way, whereby, her Lady-: 
ſhip could have ſecured me any 
Thing, eſpecially after ſne married?» 
he ſoon.” convinced: me, there were 
Methods of ſo doing, both before, 


my OWW LIr R. 159 
and alſo after her Marriage, and he 
the rather believed Mrs. Thomas's 
Report, for that his Father had hin- 
ted a Reſervation, her Ladyſhip: had 
made to herſelf before Marriage; 
but had at the ſame Time added, 
that he had had the Management 
to prevent her making any Diſpo- 
ſition, in purſuance of it; neither 
did he ever hear ſhe had made a 
Will, but ſhould ſhe, added he, have 
made any Settlement upon you, it 
may prove an endleſs Enquiry, in 
whoſe Hands it may be depoſited, 


without the leaſt; Trace: to purſue 


it by. 8 
His Lordſhip then demanding of 


Mrs. Thomas, whether her Miſtreſs 


had not ſome particular Confident, 
with, whom ſhe might probably have 


intruſted ſuch a. Thing, as in her 
Macriage-State, might: not be ſo; . 
"ky 40 to be left in the Power of an 
ſband at her Deceaſe; the pauſed 
a: while, and then: replyed; there 
was. one Mr. Gorbet, who. had for- 


- merly- - 
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whether he was then living or not, 
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merly been a Steward to her Father, 
whoſe Judgment ſhe greatly valued, 
and by which ſhe chiefly regulated 
all her Money-concerns, and Eſtate; 
that he was not only an intelligent, 
but a moſt worthy Man, and ſome 
Years before lived upon his Eſtate 
in Lincolnſhire ; adding that he uſed 
conſtantly to pay his Duty every 
Year to her Ladyſhip, when he 
came to town to ſell - Cattle; and 
that her Lady, long before his arri- 
val, would be wiſhing for it, and 
always uneaſy at his Return ; but 


ſhe could not ſay, having ſeen no- 
thing of him for any Years. 
His Lordſhip and I were both of 
Opinion, that no one would 'more 
robably be entruſted by her Lady- 
lip, than this Mr. Corbett; and 
reſolved to find him out, at our Re- 
turn to England, © 
As we had gained all manner of 
Satisfaction from my Inquiry, I made 


uſe of the firſt Opportunity, of hoping 


what his Lordſhip had heard, would 
— 
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no ways leſſen his Eſteem for me; 
when he entirely diſcharged my 
Mind of every remaining Scruple, 
on that head, by the paſſionate De- 
claration he made me, which ſet 
my Heart at perfect eaſe again. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Lord G- r- d beſtows f n 1 
on Biddy's friends. To the Goaler. 
Interview of his Lordſhip and 
Stringer. Preſents Mrs, New- 
burgh's Brother. His Book-keeper. 
To Thomas and his Wife. Letter 
from Lord G—r—d to bis Father. 
Anſwered by Powell, bis Steward. 
Conjectures thereon. 


H AVING received our Remit- 
| tances from England, his Lord- 
ſhip began to conſider in what Man- 
ner he ſhould beſt return the Civili- 

H ik | ties 
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ties due to ſuch as had any Ways 
been contributary to my Safety, or 
Convenience, fince I had been in 
Dublin; and having heard me pro- 
poſe a Viſit to the Gaoler and his 
Wife, in Acknowledgment of their 
Indulgence to me whilſt under their 
Care, he deſired that he might join 
in the Confeſſion; for that it being 
equally his Concern as my own, he 
could not think he had performed 
his Duty, unleſs he teſtified it by his 
own Lips ; ſo that taking our Rout 
together, we expreſſed our Gratitude 
for his Favour ; and as I had before 
informed his Lordſhip of my Inten- 
tion, I preſented his Wife with ten 
Broad-Pieces, Mrs. Newburgh hav- 


ing before. diſcharged every regular 


Demand they had upon me; but 
his Lordſhip, not content with that, 
(tho' the People conceived them- 
ſelves amply rewarded by my Li- 
berality to the Wife) but having ex- 
patiated for ſome Time upon the 
Repreſentation I had made to him 
of their Humanity, and that the Ex- 
Aue cellency 
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cellency of ſuch Endowments might 
not ſeem meanly eſteemed by him, 
preſented the Keeper himſelt with a 
Purſe, which he had purpoſely reple- 
niſhed with twenty Pounds; tho; he 
had not beforehand let me into his 
Deſign, aſſuring the Keeper, at the 
ſameTime, of every friendly Office in 
his Power for the Time to come. 
The Rumour of his Lordſhip's 
Viſit to the Gaoler, ſoon reached t 
Ears of Stringer; who ſending for 
his Keeper, - begged, his Interceſſion 
with his Lordſhip for Leave to caſt 
himſelf at his Feet, that he might, 
in ſuch Manner as he was beſt ahle, 
diſcharge his Duty, by an ample 
Confeſſion of his Crime; and mak- 


=y 


ing ſuch further Attonement as, was 
then in his Power, © - ©. 


My dear Lord, who no leſs 
my Sake than his own, had every 
thing to fear from Stringer, con- 
ceived ſuch a Dread at the very 
Name of the Man, when he re- 
flected upon his paſt Enormities, 
that he at firſt declined all Inter- 


courſe 
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courſe with him, alledging, that he 
who had not only violated the Ties 
of Amity, but had run ſuch un- 
heard of Lengths to diſtreſs a Bene- 
factor, for the Sake of a ſordid Sub- 
ſiſtence, would not even yet heſitate 
at the Perpetration of ſome violent 
Act, againſt one or both of us, ſhould | 
we fall within the Extent of his Ca- 
pacity for Miſchief : But the poor 
Man, the Gaoler, ſo ſolemnly peti- 
_ tioning for the Favour, and offering 
to be reſponſible for his quiet De- 
meanor, his Lordſhip did at Length 
conſent to his Admiſſion to our 

Preſence. 
The Wretchedneſs of Stringer's 
Appearance, and the viſible Com- 
punction of his Mind, had fo forci- 
ble an Effect upon his Lordſhip's 
Paſſions, when he reflected in what 
a different View he had: heretofore 
beheld him, that the Tears involun- 
tarily fell from his Cheeks, nor 
could he form ſufficient Reſolution 
for preventing them ; but when his 
Lordſhip had ſhaken off the * 
; | at 
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chat ſat upon his Spirits, and had 
began to recapitulate paſt Tranſac- 
tions, and from thence to infer 
the Improbability there ſeemed to 
have been of Stringer's ever ap- 
pearing as his Enemy, and that in 
ſo tender a Point too, his Agonies 
became excruciating, and his De- 
ſpair vented itſelf in ſuch Execra- 
tions,, that he vowed he even pined 
after Hell itſelf, as an Alleviation of 
his preſent Torments. 

His Lordſhip would have recom- 
mended to him an early and ſteddy 
Perſeverance in Repentance, formed 
ſolely from Reflections on his paſt 
Conduct, excluſive of the Dread of 
Puniſhment, as the moſt balſamic 
Lenitive to his Torments; but 
Stringer, under the bittereſt Anguiſh, 
replied, that it was too late; the 
Gate of Mercy was barred againſt 
him; nor could the Devil himſelf 
prove a more cruel Tyrant to 
him than his own Conſcience, and 
his reſtleſs Companions, who, by 
his Wiles, he had drawn into a 


Par- 
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Participation of his Crimes and Suf. 
ferings: For that their momentary 
Curſes and Reproaches, were bitterer 
to his Soul than the moſt conceiv- 
able Torments. All therefore that 
he further requeſted in Life was, his 
Lordſhip's Forgiveneſs, and then 
by Death to be releaſed from his 
worldly Woe; in Compariſon of 
which, the worſt that could befall 
him hereafter, muſt prove inſignifi- 
cant. 

Neither his Lordſhip or myſelf, 
being longer able to endure this 
Scene, we were about to have taken 
our Leaves; when Stringer, in- 
treated his Lordſhip's Charity to 
him. How ! Stringer, ſaid his Lord- 
ſhip, do you ſerve a Maſter who 
grudges you Wages? _. 

My Lord, replied he; I have me- 
rited Neglect from all the World, 
and am now moſt ſenſible of it from 
that Hand to whom I ſtand in- 
debted for all my Miſeries. Scarce 
a Poſt hath departed ſince your 
Lordſhip's Landing, but I have wrote 

to 
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to my Deſtroyer, even but for the 
common Neceſſaries of Life, to ſuſ- 
tain Nature; but have obtamed no 
Anſwer fince the ill Succeſs of our 
Attempt, nor for ſome Time before; 
but this I imputed to my not being 
able to tranſmit the Account he ex- 
pected ſo ſoon as he hoped for it; 
but why I have not been ſupplied, 
ſince he knows what Sufferers we 
are by this Lady's Trial, JI cannot 
imagine; yet true it is, no more 
Notice hath been taken of our Re- 
lief, than if inſtead of perſecuting 
you for his Sake, I had turned the 
whole Force of my Machinations 
againſt your Father himſelf. 

O, that my Time could but be 
paſſed again! O, that I had but once 
caſt forwards my Reflections beyond 
the Inſtant- Moment, not all his 
Wealth or Titles, ſhould. have bi- 
aſſed me to the Breach of Friend- 
ſhip, Generoſity, Honour, Conſci- 
ence, and Juſtice, that I have been 
guilty of! But Reflection comes too 
late! Woe! Woe, alas! eternal 
i 3 Woe, 
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Woe, muſt be the Renumeration of 
my Perfidy. 

We were ſo ſhocked at Stringer's 
Wretchedneſs, and his Lordſhip's 
Compaſſion was ſo lively, that com- 
miſerating even a profeſſed Enemy, 
he gave the Keeper ten Pieces of 
Gold, to be diſpoſed of for Stringer's 
Uſe, as he ſhould think moſt con- 
ducive to his Benefit; and then we 
left him : But ſo plunged were we 
in Melancholy, that we could not 
entirely ſhake it off for ſome Days 
afterwards. 

Me were now thinking upon our 
Return to England, when. revolving 
in our Minds what further we had 
to diſcharge or beſtow, before we 
left Dublin, we both waited upon 
Mrs. Newburgh's Brother, with the 
Tender of our ſolemneſt Acknow- 
ledgments, for his favourable Inter- 
poſition in eaſing of my Reſtraint ; 
and as his Lordſhip had before found 
out his favourite Paſſion to be Horſe- 
manſhip, he purchaſed, and pre- 

ſented 11 with the moſt beautiful 
Crea- 
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Creature. of that Species to be found 
in Dublin, at a very extraordinary 
Price, and rewarded his Book- 
keeper's Trouble with five Broad- 
Pieces: ©; | 

Nothing now remaining, that we 
recollected, but Mrs. Newburgh, 
after amply compenſating her for 
the utmoſt Demand ſhe could make 
upon him, his Lordſhip, as a Gra- 
tuity for her generous Concern for 
me, preſented her with two hundred 
Broad-Pieces. 4; 

We had now contracted for our 
Paſſage, and had fixed the Time of 
our Departure, when a moſt neceſ- 
ſary Piece of Beneficence occurring 
to me, I forthwith acquainted his 
Lordſhip of it; and that was ſome 
Recompence to Mr. Thomas and his 
Wife ; of the Importance of which 
his Lordſhip was ſo fenfible, that 
under ſome Emotion, he proteſted, 
that ſhould he have left Treland. 
without intereſting himſelf on a Sub- 
Jet, wherein he looked upon his 
Honour to be fo minutely concern d, 
„ VOt I, © TT In 
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he could never have forgiven him- 
ſelf. He deſired, therefore, that 1 
would ſend for, 4 conſult them 
upon their Circumſtances, and learn 
from them in what Way he could be 
moſt ſerviceable to them. 
They freely expoſed their Hearts 
to me at my Requeſt, aſſuring me 
they left not England for Advantage, 
but with a very ill Will, having 
lived much better, and more ſatiſ- 
factorily there, than eyer they ſhould 
in Dublin; but that Thomas - owing 
about fourſcore Poundsto his Timber- 
Merchant, whoſe Widow and Exe- 
cutrix preſſed him extremely hard 
for the Money; leſt he movi have 
been laid in a "Gaol, before he could 
have collected it together, they were 
forced to fly; and, that ſaving that 
one Demand, he Was not indebted 
twenty Pounds i in the World. 
I deſired Mrs. Thomas 1 to call upon 
me again the next Day, againſt 
which Time, I would certainly have 
conſidered of ſomewhat for advanc- 
ing their Affairs. I . 


* 
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Lordſhip how Affairs ſtood with 
them, and adviſed with him what to 
do for them. Biddy, ſaid he, I am 
ſatisfied, tho' Mrs. Thomas appears 
not now as your Mother, yet you 
are not wanting of an inbred Affec- 
tion for the Woman ; neither is her 
Huſband's voluntary Eſpouſal of 
your Intereſt, by any Means care- 
leſsly to be neglected. b 

You tell me they both prefer 
England to this Country, and that 
the ſmall Sum you have limited will 
reinſtate them there.— They have 
ſet our Hearts at reſt, then why 
ſhould not we in. our Turns, as 
cheerfully advance their Felicity, and 
that in their own Way too? What 
think you of this? 5 

I replied, that undoubtedly, Mrs. 
Thomas would ever be dear to me, 
from the engaging” Treatment I had 
received from her in my Youth; 
rather exceeding that of moſt Mo- 
thers to their own Children. Prin- 
ciples of Love, I told him, fown in 


our younger Years, uſually ſhodt into 


I 2 the 
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the moſt luxuriant Branehes ; but as 
to what his Lordſhip had;concluded 
with, I begged his own Explana- 
tion. My Dear, replied he, I would 


take them over to England, pay their 


Debts, and eſtabliſh them in a thriv- 
ing Way there ? 

According to my 5 
Mrs. Thomas returned the next Day 
for my Anſwer; when extolling his 
Lordſhip's Nobleneſs of Mind,” and 
expatiating upon my. own. peculiar 
Happineſs with him, for that the 
Gratification of my _ Deſires was 


his ſole Aim: J added, that his 


Lordſhip, upon my Repreſentation 
of their Circumſtances, and their 


pining after O/q England, had 


determined to convey them thither, 


and to diſcharge the Concern which 


had enforced their Exile from 
thence by the Payment of their 
Debts; and that himſelf would take 


Care for their future Eſtabliſhment. 


did indeed expect no leſs than 


ſome pathetic Prayer for Bleſſings 


"ny his Lordſhip, for his your 
wi 
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will to them; but my Words had 
ſank deeper into Mrs. Thomass 
Breaſt than I could well have im- 
agined; for fixing her Eyes ſted- 
faſtly upon me, and changing 
Countenance, | ſhe was juſt droping 
from her Chair, had I not inſtantly 
ſupported her; but rubbing the 
Palms of her Hands, and miniſ- 
tering a little Wine to her, 
which then ſtood by us upon the 
Table, ſhe ſoon recovered Strength 
enough for thanking me; profeſſing 
that the Tidings I had conveyed to 
her Senfes, were. far more grateful 
to her than the making her Queen 
of Ireland would have been; for but 
for her Huſband's Suffering there, 
ſhe could by, Choice have begged: 
her Bread in England, rather _ 
have inherited me beſt Eſtate in 
this Country. in | 

Will you n me 1 * 

| Lady, added ſhe, to bear away this 
Joyful News to my Huſband ? I re- 
0 it was for that very Purpoſe 
had informed her of it, then 
9 3 with- 
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without ſaying any more, ſhe with- 
drew, that the might not for one un- 
neceſſary Moment, defer the Satiſ- 
faction of conveying the Tidings of 
their happy Fortune to a Huſband 
ſhe ſo juſtly eſteemed. 

His Lordſhip, oh the Report of 
my Proceedings, was no leſs de- 
lighted at his Capacity for beſtowing 
a, Bleſſing upon thoſe poor, People, 
than themſelves were at the Pro- 
ſpect of receiving it; and he himſelf 
having the next Day. ratified, it to 
them, we all haſtened our Prepara- 
tions for embarking, and in about 
ten Days more ſet ſail. , 

His Lordſhip, who notwithſtand- 

ing the Earl's cruel Treatment of us 
doth, could not yet diveſt himſelf 
of all filial Allegiance to his Father, 
ſoon after Mrs. Thomas's Publication 
of my Parentage, had wrote him 
a Letter from Dublin; of which 
having - preſerved; the Draught, 1 
ſhall here preſent it to ſt Reader 
in his own Words, Fi 
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25 Honoured Sir, n 
The benign Hand of Providence, 
having guided me through the Perils, 
of the Deep, preſerved me from the 
helliſh Devices of my more fee 
ous Companions (both of them long 
ſince periſhed in the Abyſs, my 
Eyes beholding not only their pre- 
vious Horrors, but that dreadful Ca- 
taſtrophy) and at Length ſafely 
landed your unfortunate Son on the 
Iriſh Shore, juſt; at the Inſtant cal- 
culated. for the Preſervation, of a 
Wife, daily rendered more precious 
to me, by her unparalelled Suffer- 
ings for my Sa cee. 
We, I fay, having both triumphed: - 
over Our Oppreſſors, now biting their 
Tongues, for Pain at their Diſap- 
pointments, this troubles your Lord- 
ſhip, for your paternal Indulgence, 
that we may, pay. you our Duty on 
our Arrival at London, and implote 
your Bleffing. Ia that We may, 
for that being now once more united, 
28 i 1 10 10 hn: RT 
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nothing but the direct Win of 
Heaven, ſhall ever more ſunder us. 
If your Lordſhip can yet judge us, 
who have perſevered throu h. fo 
many ſevere Trials, worthy of each 
other, candidly receive us, wo laſt, 
as your Children; if not, for ever 
commit us to the Hand of that un- 
erring Guide, who at ſuch Diſtance 
from your Lordſhip as yo ſhall ſee 
fit, we truſt can, and doubt not will, 
defend us from all further Injuries: 
For as we have hitherto made it 


our Study to render ourſelves ac- 


ceptable to him, whether in Exalta- 


tion or Abaſement, we ſhall: ever ö 


depend upon him for Succour and 


Support. 


Methinks your Lordſhip, from | 
Experience ſhould judge, how vain 
is every human Effort againſt the 


ſuperior Force of Providence. How 


unbecoming of weak and tranſitory . 
Creatures, is every Attempt in Op- 


poſition to the Supreme Will. 
What have we done unworthy of 
Mankind, or of the — of 

| E 
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Chriſtians, that ſhould have cauſed 
your Lordſhip thus to have worried 
us? We faw, — we loved, — we 
married, —Is there Log, crimigal 
in this ?— 2 

I hear it objected; that 1 have 
united my Nobility to Beggary, and 
a mean Family; but give me Leave 
to ſay, your Lordſhip may prove mĩſ- 
taken in both; nay, pardon me, if 
I add, that my Mother. ſome. few 
Years ago, might have objected the 
fame to you, tho indeed, when ſhe 
married, .you had been bleſſed with, 
the Gifts of Fortune in your own 
Perſon. , _ 

My Lord, if. as you. ſuppoſe, 1 
have married a Bepgar, is that the 
leaſt Cauſe why,a Father, thinking 
| his Son wretched. in his Choice, 
ſhould contribute all in his Power 
to make bim more to ?—ls the a 
Perſon of mean Birth, am not I ca- 
pable of ennobling her — and tho” 
my Family had a. late Beginning, 
are you, Sir, the” laſt Perſon upon 
Earth who is to > put in for Prefer- 

| 1 4 | _ 2 
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ment? — But, my Lord, give me 
Leave to ſay, that this may be ſo far 
from the real Caſe, that was this a 
proper Seaſon for expatiating, I 
might poſſibly prove both her An- 
ceſtors, and immediate Parents, de- 
ſcended from ſo ancient and glitter- 
ing a Stem, as under the moſt ſmil- 
ing Aſpect of our Stars, Jour lateſt 
© Deſcendants may never be compar- 
able to. 

My Lord! I hint not this from 
Motives of my own Regard to her 
only, but to ſatisfy your Lordſhip's 
Scruples about her Parentage ; nor 
will I yet take upon me to determine, 
that ſhe may not prove of equal, 
nay, of ſuperior Opulence to any 
Lady yet propoſed to me. 

Theſe Advantages, as hers, I 
prize; withont - her, enn in any | 
other Woman. 

If your Lordſhip hall in faberiy 
Affection ee our Attendance, 
we are ready, in all Humility, to lay 
oarſelves at your Feet, as is qur 
Duty; if not, pegs to ſigniſy v 

13 Ca- 
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Pleaſure to the contrary, and you ſhall 
never more” receive further Solicita- 
tion or Trouble from 

” 1 eee + SOIKHIG 1 
and obedient San, 
(Ik t! Fiir e ls 44 23 . 3 
' etre eil RG: 
We were both very 'anxious for 
the Effects to be produced from this 
Epiſtle; but having as, yet received * 
no Anſwer, were ald none would 
arrive before bur Embarkation : "for 
the very next Day, Wind and Wea- 
ther permitting, we were to have 
failed; and indeed, had already 
been on board, but that the Wind 
blowing no ſmall Gale into, the 
Harbour, we had Notice given us to 
tarry till it chopt about again 
| Tkbre' fs nehing se diſagree- 
able to the! human Speeies, thin) | 
uncertain Attendance: For as it 
creates Indolencè to the Body; fo ix 
withdraws the Mind alſo from in- 
tending any thing elſe; but what 
we looked upon as an Hardſhip! 
| proved 


il 
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to us: : 
had e us ko "he \Shote. 
drought in the Pacquet from England, 
and in it, a pra ite the Earl's 
Houſe-Steward, as my Huſband 
concluded from the 112 in 
an Hand ſo perfectly known to him. 
Calling me to him, his Lord(hip, 
in his little Council, laid open its 
Contents, Which I Wall e 
from the Original, itſelf. . 


: . 
— * 


th very good | 8 
Vi.iſcovering Kath] your Father's 
| Letters, received ſome few. Poſts 
ſince, one under your Lordſhip's 
Cover; leſt it might require more 
immediate Diſpatch, or that your 
Lordſhip might ſuffer by B, 
(for I Was confident, that every 
your Lordſhip's Acts, could Noor 
collect a Luſtre, from Expoſure,) 
J hope your Lordſhip will pardon 
my breaking the Seal, and per- 
* ei or 
Me- 
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_ Methought, 1, therein read a 
Draught of your Lotdthip's Soul, a 
Compound of every gentle, manly, 
dutiful, and, praiſeworthy Quality; 
but it is my Misfortune to acquaint 
your Lo dſhip, that all is vain, as 
to the Purpoſe for which it was in- 
tended, id wit, a Reconciliation 
e deen, be e 
Alas Sir, my Lord is fo un- 
happy, as for ſome, Months paſt to 
have been confined to his Chamber, 
having for good Part of that Time 
been raving mad; inſomuch, that I 
greatly feared his ever being other- 
wiſe; but it is lately turned to ſuch 
an Oppreſſion upon his Spirits, that 
he is now the Reverſe of what he 
has been, and overwhelmed with a 
deſpairing Melancholy; nor will he, 
though ſeemingly in bodily Health, 
be withdrawn, from his Chamber, 
or ſuffer a ſingle Perſon to enter it, 
but myſelf, and old John who has 
lived fo many Years With him. 
I have now ſcores of Letters by 
me unopened z for. neither durſt I 


* 
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preſume to break a Seal of them, con- 
tain they what they Will, neither, 
will he hear the mention of them, 
or attend to the leaſt Call of Buſi- 
neſs ; and ſinee my firſt attempting. 
to put two or three "of them ne 
his Hands, at the Begin pning of 
Diſorder, which he SAS into ache 5 
Fire unopened, I have. deſiſted from. 
diſturbing him with more. 

I muſt take leave to inform your: 
Lordſhip, (whether it may prove a 
good, or bad Omen to your own Af- 
fairs, your Lordſhip will pleaſe to 
conſider) that juſt after reading 2 
Paper of ſome Accounts of Shipping 
one Day, the firſt Expreſſions of 2 
Delirium began, by ines your 
Name, and Danes 3. and your 
Lady's, N Times together at leaſt, 
as alſo che A Ja me of one ton maſin z, 
but Who it i is he 8 know not. 
He then ordered ni 


1 for an, 
Airing; when paſſing by A 1 
Stream near Fulham, he FRET Ne 
Coachman to ſtop, and alighting, 
he ran with all ury towards he 
Water, and GiB. in! "OM ; 
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There were with him two Fel- 
lows on Horſeback; but their Sur- 
prize was ſo great, as ſcarce to leave 
them the Power of ſtirring' to his 
Aſſiſtance, till recollecting, that 
the Loſs of a Moment, might en- 
danger their Lord's Life, they gal- 
lopped to the Bank, whence both 
jumping in together, though not 
without Difficulty, ſaved him. 1 
— Demanding then, how he did, 
he cried, where? O | Where's my 
Son? He finks! He ſinks} O! fave 
him! He's drowning,” And from 
that Inſtant he continued raving 
about you, and Thomaſin, for | the: 
whole Time abovementioned, till 
now, as I ſaid. before, he is grown 
more ſilent and melancholj yx 
I ſhall ſubmit to your Lordſhip's 
Direction 3 but am inclined 0 be- 
heve, your Preſenee would prove a 
vaſt Oonſolation to him; at worſt it 
is but making the Experiment. 
I am, with the prefoundeſt Duty, 
: Your Lordſhip's; | + 


4 
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What are your Lordſhip's Conjec- 
tures upon this Letter ? ald I. 

Bi r eplied he, there is ſo 
much Artifice and Deluſion ſtirring 
in the World, where A have 
been ſuch Sufferers, . t (I am 
really aſhamed to 3 1 it, but) a 
Man knows not how, implicitly, to 
credit his 'own Father, or any: one 
belonging to him. 

Sure Powel, added be, has. not 
joined in the Cry, and is now: upon 
the Scent to drive me into ſome 
new Wile. I am become ſo diffi- 
dent of the whole Race, but of thee, 
my Dear, that 1 know not whom 
to truſt-out of my own Sight. How- 


ever, I ſhall not expoſe myſelf You 


openly, to any of them. 

It may be, that my Father may 
have been touches: with remorſe for 
his ungentle Uſage of me, and may 
ſuſpect me dead: For undoubtedly, 
though Powe! was ignorant of his 
Meaning, he had heard or read of 


the Ship being loſt, at the Time of 


by nn ſo; and I can ſur- 


i 
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miſe no leſs, than that U Diſ- 
order aroſe from thente. 1 ſay this 
is probable ; but will not place over 
much Confidence in it.. 
U begg'd him ever to be upon the 
Watch, and to Sarrd bitt nar- 
rowly, for my fake, and his Chil- 
dren's; but my dear Lord, added 1, 
what fhall we do in Cordon without 
a Houſe, or Home! to ſhelter us 
there? Diſturb not thyſelf at that, 
replied” his Lordſhip, © the Man' is 
unfortunate indeed, Who has no 
Friend; but 1 ſhall Tather apply to 
my Focke. Companion, chan trou” 


ble any one. v6 
The ſecond * Day after che Receipt 
2 Powel's Letter, the Wind 


we found ourſelves on board, 
why Thomas and his Wife, Who 
pr roved moſt handy Affiſtants to us, 
oth in our N and Journey to 
Ae NS. TVEL wry * Jo 1 5 oy fm 2 


We ” ' 
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"CHAP. N. 480 0 
Arrive in London. Aer aer with" 
Powel. Powel's Account of | the 
Earl. Powel's Diſcovery to his 
Maſter that bis Son would fee bim. 
Manner how the Earl 'would re- 
cei ve them. "Ivy are n 
. 


W, arrived fo * in . 
that we had no Opportunity 
of ſeeking a Lodging that Evening; 
19, that making our Abode at the Inn 
for that Night, I diſpatched. away 
Mrs. Ttpmas in the Mornings for 
the Purpoſe; and by. Neon, ſhe 
brought Word of hen having made 
Proviſion: for us, near the Strand, 
which ſhe. hoped. would pleaſe us. 
To this Apartment we forthwith 
repaired, and the very next Morn- 
ing, ſent a — for Powel to 
attend us. 8 0 30 
The good Man, Who had long 
been a Servant! in the Earl's Family, 


4 . 
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and exttemely fond of his Lordſhip 
from his Childhood ; ; repeated, only 
ſomewhat more circumſtantially, the 
Contents of his Letter to us; aſſur- 
ing eus, that his Lord was then in 
the ſame Condition, as when he 
wrote to us; but with this Variation, 
that it was as much as himſelf and 
John could do, to prevail with him 
for receiving the leaſt Suſtenance; 
and that he verily believed, his Lord, 
by his own Good- will, would ſtarve 
himſelf to death, were it, not. for 
their preſſing Intreatis. 

He added, that ſitting. * 
Hours together, with his. Elbow: 
bent, and bis Head uren, fig fre 


he would groan, weep file 
and then, 2 L's: {ng 
mutter to himſelf ſome obſcure Sens. 
tences ; often therein, repeating the 
Words, my Son! my Son! and then 
drop into his former Reverie: 80 
that by having been a conſtant Spec- 
tator of ſo diſtreſſed an Object, | | 
ſo long a Time, amp Night and 
92 * 


the Da 
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Day, Povel declared, his Life to 
be almoſt a Burden to him; and 
unleſs the Sight of his Lordſhip 
ſnould cauſe ſome Alteration in his 
Father, he ſhould have little Hopes 
of his Recovery. © 

He then intreated his Lordſhip, 
either to wait upon his Father at 
once, without other previous Cere- 
mony, or to permit him to mention 
the Inclination his Lordſhip had for 
viſiting him, if he would pleaſe to 
admit him to his Preſence, aſſuring 
his Lordſhip, that he would faith- 
fully report the Effect of his Confe- 
rh with his Father, and would 
1 ſubmit it to him, to ac 15 he 

ould judge pro 

His Lasche related 6 ito W 
his Father had expoſed 
him to, and the providential Eſcapes 
he had been bleſſed with, which 
drew Tears in abundance from the 
old Man, and added, that though 
he would ſuffer him to mention 
him to the Earl, together with his 
nn him, yet; e | 

ore. 
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before wrote him Word, that he 
never more would ſubject himſelf to 
a Separation from me; ſo he ſtill re- 
tained the ſame Reſolution, in Life 
or Death, to adhere to me; and 
unleſs his Father would with the 
ſame Frankneſs admit us both to 
the Interview, as he would himſelf, 
he muſt beg leave}: at all. Bente to 
decline it. | 

Powel ſhook 1 replyin g. 
that as his Lord, had ever both by 
Speech, and Action, expreſſed him- 
ſelf ſo inveterately againſt me, he 
could not but ſuſpect his Errand 
would prove of no Effect; but of- 
fered, with all Deference, that his 
Lordſhip ſhould firſt pave the Way, 
and ſue for my Introduction. 

Poel ſaid his: Lordſhip, I 
doubt not thy Fidelity, nor diſbe- 
lieve that you propound to me the 
Advice yourſelf eſteems maſt fea- 
ſible ; but my Determination is un- 
alterable, that nothing but my Fa- 
ther's candid Reception of my Wife, 
en, with myſelf, hall. ever pre- 
vail 
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vail with me to approach his Pre- 


"ſence more: So urge it to me, no 


further. 
His Lordſhip aſked Powel if he 


could give any Account of his Chil- 


dren ? who faid, he had never once 


heard them mentioned by his Lord. 


His Lordſhip then informed him 


of all that had befallen me in Te- 


land, and what Inſtruments his 


Lordſhip had retained for that Pur- 


poſe, and how they were diſpoſed 
of; when the old Man ſtarting, 
"replied, that his Lordſhip had un- 


riddled a Myſtery to him, which 
had occafioned his no ſmall Ad- 
miration; and that was, what had 
become of Mr Stringer, who had 
uſed to be his Lord's Right-Hand. 


He ſaid, that his Lord had re- 


ceived numberleſs Letters from him, 
for ſome Months paſt; and that 


ſoon after the firſt S8 ptoms of his 
Lord's Diforder, he having delivered 
"him one of them, which his Lord 


had thrown into the Fire 1 14 
he never offered at preſenting any 


more 
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mods" of them to hit,” for fear of 
the fame Fate; but had them all 
ſtill by him. — 

1 hinting, chat ſince Srringers 
Conteg he had inforthied us, 

that ' our Childtch Were off at Mis 
Lordſhip's Charit ty-ſchool, in Lanca- 
hire; Bowl anſwered, that he had 
alſo a Letter then by him, from 
that School-maſter, to bis Lord, 
which by the T ine of its Receipt, | 
we both judged to have been wrote, 
in Conſequence, of his Lordſhip's to 
bim; but though my Curioſity was 
extremely active for the Know- 
ledge of its Contents, I ſubmitted 
to remain ignorant, rather than pre- 
vail for a Breach of Truſt in Poel; 

who after What had paſſed, left us, 
in order to ſound bis Lord, how 
acceptable dur Adtmiſſion might 
prove to him; if, às he added, he 
| ſhould be able to draw any” An- 
ſwer from him at all: For it was 
not ſeldom, that he Was diſap- 
pointed, let the N be what. it 
| would. | N Fi 
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We were determined to wait the 
Event of Powel's Application, be- 
fore we made the leaſt .Change 
in our Houſhold: For having We- 
mas and his Wife with us, they aſ- 
ſiſted in all Capacities; nor would 
we encumber ourſelves with a greater 
Train, till we were ſatisfied what 
we had to truſt to, and where we 
ſhould ſettle our Family. 

Powel, who had by no means 
been unactive in our Affair, return- 
ed to us the next Morning, with 
far more Glee on his Countenance, 
than when he had left us. What 
News? Powel, ſaid his Lordſhip.-- 
O! Sie, ſaid he, I have joyful Tid- 
ings for you both; and ſuch, if 
I can HED your Lordſhip's Mind, 
as will no leſs delight you to hear, 
than me to deliver. You may, and 
I hope will, ſtill Fo the Happy 
Son, of a kind Fa 
My Lord, added N. 1 took 1 
Opportunity of the Gloom 1 Ni * 4 
after all the Family were 
due his Lordſhip 2. mylelf, (it 


proving 
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proving my Tum to ſit up with 
him) as the Candles were burnt to 
ſo long Snuffs, as ſcarce to aſſiſt us 
with the Sight of leach other, to 
drop the Name of Lord G- -d. 

Ha! faid my Lord. What 
Where! — there —-1 ſee him—1 
ſee him, ſaid he, ſtaring gaſtfully.— 
Ah! pale Corps, added he, — Alas 
what would'ſt thou? Ha! not 
alone.— Thy Wie with thee.. 
Aid me aid me !—Powel, . 

He was then riſing from his 
Chair, and proceeding with his 
Inconſiſtencies; when I again ſeated 
him. My good Lord, ſaid I, I 
have a Meſſage from my young 
Lord to your Honour. Has he then 
appeared to thee ? demanded he. 
then replied, that Lord G- —4 
had ſent for me, and had charged 
me with a Meſſage to his Ho- 
nour.— A Call to meet him, ſaid 
the Earl.—I know eit was, he bec- 
koned me, my deareſt Son, I can't 
ſtay long behind thet, Nature and 


Age forbid . 
nl. yes, 
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yes, I have attoned, and will, for thy 
Misfortunes. —Urge me not then 
from Earth before my Time.——] 
know thou'rt happy, would I were 
ſo too,—Let me not unrepentant fall. 
—Tis not the Joy of Life that holds 
me longer here, but to compenſate 
for thy dire Calamities—Excuſe me 
to my Daughter. Lay not her 
Weight upon my aged Shoulders.— 
I muſt, I will not, —aid me ! aid me! 
Poel. 

Believe me, Sir, continued Povel, 
that what with the Horror of the 
ſhadowy Gloom, his Lordfhip's 
Agony, now ſinking backwards in 
his Chair; I never was ſo terrified 
in my whole Life before. Nay, I 

| could have ſworn, that I then ſaw 
| Shapes moving about the Room, 


though ne ers. of any one; 
till checking my Indulgence of ſuch 
Delufions, I ran and ſnuffed the 
Candles; when taking more Heart; 
I rouſed up my Lord alſo, aſſuring 
him, that both you and your: Lady, 


| 

were in good Health; were come 
3H | to 
1 
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to Town; and b-gged 18 to pay 
your Duties to him. 

Why would you thus impoſe 1 upon 
me? ſaid his Lordſhip. O. that 
they were ! Time cannot be re- 
called. Myſelf muſt vilit them — 
they never me. 

Poel told us, that he then bas 

ing his Voice, inſiſted on what he. 
had faid to be true; wondering that 
his Lordſhip ſhould, ſuſpect him of 
an Impoſition: When he faid, his 
Lord graſping his Hand, proceeded. 
—--Canſt thou in Conſcience fay, 
Lord G—r—4 lives? I do promiſe 
your Honour, ſaid Powe/, that he 
is alive, and the Lady his Wife; 
but their Hearts yearn fo after you, 
that they cannot enjoy themſelves, 
till they can pay their Duties to 
your Lordſhip -: | 

Where are they Powel ? Hd — N 
At their Lol my Lord, an- 
ſwered 'I; Waiting your Permil- 
fion to attend you.——PÞoth living? 
ſaid the Earl. —7Both, 1 Lord, | 
added PR ; 
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How vain are our Conceits ! ſaid 
the Earl. Both living, ſay you? 
Whence iſſues this Flux 2 Bleſſing? 
Good Heaven! How haſt thou 
interpoſed to ſave me ?—Haſt thou 
not heard the Ship Thomaſm was loſt? 

My Son,—T Fay, Lord G—r—-d 
fail'd in her.— Thy Story is falſe.— 
It is all a blank Chimera. Tell me 
no more of my SOR, Dayghyec 
Iives. 

My Lord, faid I, finding him 
begin to rave again, I have not 
only ſeen him, but have it under his 
own Hand, in a Letter to your Ho- 
nour. —Pray read it my Lord. 
Blockhead ! ſaid his Lordſhip, have 

done,—takeſt thou me for a Wi- 
ard -I am no Adept in Nature's 
Myſteries ;—nor can I read the Lan- 
guage of the Shades. A Letter, 
ſaidſt thou ?—let me view its Form. 

J then producin it— Amas, 
ing! Why it te els of human Tem 
perament, ſaid the Earl.—It ſeems 
of Subſtance to ſuſtain the Tan — 
unfold it then, and read. | 
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He then began, and read 5 


Honoured Sir, The benign Hand of 
Providence—and fo proceeding that 
Part of your Letter where the 
Works of P rovidence are particu- 
larly taken Notice of, replied, as 
calmly as ever he ſpoke in his 
Life, that he was well. ſatisfied, 
his Son had imputed his Eſcape to 
its proper Cauſe, when he aſcribed 
it to Providence.—As for his own 
Miſconduct in the Affalr, He aid, 
he was Wholly" aftfamed'6f it; but 
is Heaven bad” manifeſted: itlelf in 
Ptefervation” of the Guiltleſs, he 
ſhould from thenceforth join Intereſt 
with that all- ful: 8 in de- 
Bal Pee nt that*ha@" e 


ly EP? 1 2115 
then g rer fü cauglit 
Letter and K Gt inte his 


and read oye maindèr of 15 to 
himſelf, makin Reflections as he 
proceedetl} Ras "ei Villainy! 


"My Son is in 9 1 1 05 
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Woman !—Impoflible!—and fe on, 
till having peruſed it through, he 
delivered it back to me again. 


Admit them together! ſaid the 

Earl, that I will-—No, no, never 
more to be ſundered by me; Ill 
promiſe them. How might I have 
deſtroyed the End of every my Aim 
in Life, —had not our Actions been 
directed by far abler Guidance than 
our own Forecaſt ?—Surely, in all 
my paſt Succeſſes in Life, which 1. 
have hitherto, falfly aſcribed to my 
own Policy, I have only been 
ing that truly honourable Man Lord 
True! he has ſuſtained Hard- 
ſhips, almoſt beyond Endurance 
from a Father ;—but whom have 
injured, . ſave myſelf? He can be- 
hold my Face, and thoſe of all 
Mankind without a Bluſh, whilſt I 
muſt ſtand- confounded in m paſt 
Folly ; nor can I gain Aſſuranes to 
receive his firſt Salutes.—0 Pride! 
O Villainy! how flyeſt thou the 
. Light! 
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Light! How juſtly hideſt thou thy 
Head, and ſheltereſt thyſelf in thy 
beloved Darkneſs! 

Pawel, ſaid the Earl, I cannot ſee 
them till they have forgiven me : 
Nor can I poſtpone their Viſit. Aſ- 
ſure them in the Morning of my 
Willingneſs to admit them; but that 
being diſordered, and obliged to keep 
my Bed, I muſt receive them in my 
Chamber. Before they arrive, 
darken my Room, cloſe my Bech 
and leave the reſt to me. | 

Powel having made this unre- 
ſerved Declaration to us, we agreed 
to wait upon the Earl after Dinner; 
but his Lordi having ſo often 
been trapanned, by repeated Strata- 
gems, could not refrain from ſome 
Expreſſions of his Diffidence in his 
F hes s Curteſy, and mate eſpecially 
from the Manner in which we were 
to be received; for that in the dark, 
he. faid, what Snares might not be 
laid for us? what Baſenels not per- 
petrated, which even the AG i 
themſelves would ſhrink at in the 

ö K 4 Face 
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Face of Day; not that he feared ſo much 
for himſelfas on my account: For after 
io many Eſcapes, to be at laſt baf- 
fled, and that through our own Incau- 
tion too, would adminiſter ſuch Caufe 
for Self-condemnation, as he ſhould 
never be able to overcome. 

Hearing his Lordſhip's Seruples, 
Powel replied, that he could noways 
blame his Lordſhip's Diffidence ; but as 
to the preſent Caſe, he e his 
Honour, nay his Life, for his old Lord's 
Sincerity; and that himſelf would be- 
come reſponſible for our Safe - conduct. 
But my dear Lord might have ſpared 
his Jealouſies, as well as Powel his En- 
gagement, as we afterwards found, An. 
we came to put it to a Trial. 


“ aaa 


CHAN. xX. | 
Lord-G--r--d and Biddy: Reception. ati 
the EarPs. Reconciliatian. Settle with: 
the Earl. Thomas and Wife ſettled in 
the EarPs Family. The Earl. enquiresinto 
Biddy s Family. - Diſcredits Thomas's. 
Story. Orders it to be examined into. 


UR Hearts portended all. the 
Way we went to the Earl's, that 
ſome 
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ſome Miſchief or other awaited us there; 
but how did wei tremble; upon our 
Introduction by Powel into the Stage of 
Action that tremendous: Darknels of 
the Room of Audience] where the ſole 
Sparkle of Light that a to us, 
iſſued from the dying Embers of a ſmall 
Fire, whoſe expiring Rays tinged all 
that lay within their Compaſs with. a 
more than tawny Hue; ſo that every 
Chair preſenting us with an indeſcript- 
ible Somewhat, reminded us of Aſſaſſi- 
nations, or ſome like Violence. 

His Lordſhipi interlinked my Arm 
in his, determined but to part with me 
and Life together, and thus entwined, 
Powel. — us up to the ſick Man's 
Pavilion, where, inſtantly; his Lord- 
ſhip. ſinking upon his Knees, drew me 
to a Participation of his Poſture; but 
had not our Bodies i interpoſed between 
the pretendedly ſiek Earl, and tlie lan- 
guiſhing Cinders, we might as well 
have been kneeling in the Street as be- 
fore him, for ought that he could other 
wiſe have) diſtingui ad of us. 2 ( 06.4 

We boch be his Bleſſing, by my 

dear Lord o Orator ; teſtĩed "our 
Sorrow for; his Indiſpoſition, and that 
we ſhould, 9 80 wa 
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the ſpeedy Eſtabliſhment of his Lord- 
| ſhip's Health, long Life, and Felicity. 
Heaven preſerve my generous Son 
and Daughter, ſaid the Earl; too Pious 
for ſo undiſcerning a Father. His 
Lordſnhip melting into Tears at his Fa- 
ther's Speech, was offering at a Reply, 
which the Earl prevented, by aſſuring 
us, that ſince he had regulated his Re- 
flections, ſolely from diſpaſſionate Judg- 
ment, he had eſteemed himſelf one of 
the moſt wretched of the human Spe- 
cies, in ſubmitting to the Call of his 
Paſſions, in Contradiction to the cleareſt 
Evidences of his Underſtanding, tho 
they were not the ſole Cauſe of the Per- 
ſecutions we had both fuffered : © For 
that, furious as his Rancour had been 
againſt us, yet, from his own mere 
Motives, he had never been prevailed 
upon to oppreſs us in the many Shapes 
he had practiſed, nor could he have ſo 
done, but for the daily Inſtigations of 
that vile Raſcal Stringer, who bal f- 
rited him up againſt us. 
Can you both, my deareſt Chien | 
faid he, caſt a Pale Eye upon 
relenting Parent, and forget the *. 
preſſions he has been guilty of? 0 
my deareſt Lord, ſaid my Huſband, 
. 2 FT .._ - © mame 
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name it not; the Price is ſcarcely to be 
felt, that purchaſes your Smiles u 
this Lady; and ſince all that's paſt, 
concludes but in that happy Event, as 
your Lordſhip's Reſentment was, at 
firſt, but too juſtly founded, ſo we ſhall 
ever eſteem what has hitherto befallen 
us, but as the ſlighteſt Puniſhment for 
our Demerits. 

Powel! ſaid the Earl, draw back my 
Curtains, enlighten the Room, let me 
behold thoſe more than angelic Faces, 
which will ruſh in upon me with ſuch 
a Torrent of Delight. I will no longer 
dread the Expoſure of my Perſon to 
ſuch a Fund of Clemency. | 

The Light, by this time fenings in 
upon us, the Earl ſtept from off his 
Bed (for he had only laid himſelf there- 
on) and after embracing us both, he 
called me his Daughter, proteſting he 
ſhould ever after regard me as his own 
Child. He would not part with us out 
of his own Houſe again; but declared, 
by his own Confent, we ſhould never 
more leave him. He had room enough. 
for us, he ſaid, and that we ſhould ei- 
ther be welcome to his Table, for our- 
ſelves and Dependants, or keep our 
ſeparate Houſhold, at his Expence, as 
We : ſhould like beſt; then taking me a 
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2 Cabinet in my late Mother's Dreſſing- 
room, he preſented: me with moſt of 
her. Jewels, and ſeveral other; valuable 
Effects, as an Earneſt of his future Fa- 
vour to me. 

In ſhort, our Affairs now. wore ſuch 
a new. Face, and our Situation was ſo 
agreeable to ourſelves, and pleaſing to 
our Father, after pitching our Tent for 
a ſhort: Space with him, that having 
ſent Mrs. Thomas with a Servant in the 
Earl's. Coach for the Children, upon 
their Arrival, no way of Life upon 
Earth could be more felicitous than 
ours; nor could any Father expreſs 
more Tenderneſs for his own Offspring, 
than the Earl did upon every Occaſion 
for me: For not only every Part of his 
domeſtic Affairs were wholly commit- 
ted to my Ma nt, but whatever 
either belonged to his own Perſon, or 
related to his younger Children, or his 
Eſtate, moved not without the Direc- 
tion of my Finger. Nay, he was 
ſcarce ever pleaſed but in my Company: 
inſomuch that my deareſt Lord would 
often ſay, that was not the Harl his 
own Father, he ſhould” have all the 
Reaſon in the World to be jealous · of 
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His Lordſhip diſcharged T homas's Debts, 
and I recommending him for an honeſt and 
ingenious. Hand to the Earl, neither him- 
ſelt or his Wife ever after left us: For as 
ſhe was a private Companion for me, ſar 
he became a neceſſary Hand in the Family, 
making twiee as much of it a- year by that 
means, as he could have gained by theiln- 
veſtiture of any regular Poſt at a ſtated 
Salary. x" 

Alun we had perfectly ſettled the QRco+ 
nomy of our Hovuſhold, as L was, ſitting; 
with the Earl one Day, intent upon 2 
Piece of. Needle - work, Daughter! ſaid he, 
I have, over and over again, peruſed a 
Letter that my Son ſent; me from Ireland, 
and have as often found myſelf in the 
dark as to ſome peculiar Expreſſions in it. 

deſired him to inform me what they; 
were, for that poſſibly JI might be able to 
clear them up to him. My Son, ſaid hey; 
writes me, that you are of an ancient and 
honourable Family, and may be a greater 
Fortune to him than Lam aware of, or to 
that Purpoſe; which is what I never be- 
fore heard, neither chooſe I: to: aſk him 
about it, leſt it ſnould have only been a. 
Flight of his own, and might make him 
uneaſy at being recalled..  _ 2. 

My Colour came and went 


neither could I tell how I ſhould come off; 


ſor, at all Events, I ſuſpected that the 
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Truth would be attended with fatal Con- 
ſequences, and might unhinge all that 
good Underſtanding then ſubſiſting be- 
' tween us; not only becauſe my Produc- 
tion would appear to have been illegiti- 
mate, but hkewiſe that a Diſcloſure of it 
would, by caſting a Slur upon his late 
Lady, glance ſomewhat of a Reflection 
upon himſelf; however, be that as it 
would, I had been too great a Sufferer by 
2 Lie already, ever to be caught in the 
ſame Nooſe again; and as for any Pallia- 
tive or Shift, it bordered ſo much upon 

Falſity, and I ſo utterly abhorred the 
Thought of it, that I woutd, rather have 
run any Hazard than have fallen under 
ſuch a Dilemma. I therefore referred him 
to his Lordſhip, as the propereſt for ex- 
plaining his own Meaning. 

The Earl made no more Words af it 
at that time, which gave me an Oppor- 
tunity of diſcourſing my Huſband upon 
it, and adviſing with him how to behave, 
in caſe of a Repetition of the Earl's De- 
mand; for that, undoubtedly, it was not 

the laſt time I ſhould' hear of it; and 
greatly afraid I was, that when once the 
Truth ſnould be diſcovered, we n 
be all in a Flame again. 

His Lordſhip replied, that he had with: 
but a ſingle Act of his Repentance, ever 


lince * had falſified his Word to his ny 
er 
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ther about our Marriage, and whilſt he 
could remain Maſter of his own Reſolu- 
tion, he ſhould never put it to the Venture 
again; proteſting, that ſhould his Father 
put the Queſtion to him, he would make 
no Difficulty of expoſing the naked Truth 
in as becoming Terms as poſſible, on 
Lady Betty's Part, and counſelled me to 
do the like, let his Father take it as he 
would. 

Little more than a Week had paſſed 
before the Earl had renewed his Demand 
upon me; and as I-muſt needs know, he 
ſaid, who were my Parents, deſired me to 
deal ingenuouſly with him. | 

I replied, that having ſpent but a ſmall 
Portion of my Time with my real Parents, 
I was not ſo well able, poſitively, to aſſert 
how I came into Life, as a Perſon in his 
Lordſhip's Family was, who was preſent 
at my Birth, and if it ſo pleaſed his Lord- 
muß, "ads make a moſt punctual Reply 

is Demand. I then named Mrs. Ta- 
__ for whoſe Child, I told him, I had 
ever . paſſed, till herſelf had "better | in 
formed mne. | / 

+ The Earl veplicd, 0 1 a genuine Solu- 
tion in the Caſe, would prove the more 
acceptable to him, as it might diſcharge 
from his Mind the Imputation of a Falſity 
to his Son, in the Account he had ſent 
N10 " r even the leaſt intentional Impoſi-" 
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tion upon him, and deſiting me to call 
her in, inſiſted upon my Orders, that ſhe 
would conceal nothing from him. 

Having introduced Mrs. Thomas, and: 
previouſly, , in his Lordſhip's Hearing, 

epared her for the Delivery of the ſole: - 
Tuch, I thought ; to have left them to- 
gether, and was withdrawing; but the 
Earl would by no means loſer me, tho! I 
ſate upon Thorns all the while ſhe was 
under Examination, leſt the Earl, diſcre- 
diting her Report, ſhould wreak: his Ven- 
geance upon me, as a Confederate in her 
Fraud. 

His Impatience at ; ſome; Parts of her 
Story, would not permit her. to: finiſh it, 
till the had cleared them Article by Ar- 
ticle ; when calling me to him, my dear 
Child, ſaid he, what Authority can this 
Woman have, and- from whom, to caſt 
a Blemiſh, upon my deceaſed; Wife ? 
Thiok vou. that ſhe can bery your —_ 


upo 

illegitimate Iſſue of that Adultery How 
could you, without juſt Indignation againſt: 
her! ſuffer her to relate all this Scandal? 

7 dear Lord, ſaid I, Mrs. Thomas 
| a — 2 to add, what, could we make: 
en would clear up the: Eruthiof heel 

Report 
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Report to a Demonſtration: For I could 
not diſcredit, till I could diſprove her, 
having ever known her for a very honeſt 
Woman ; and that is, ſhe ſays her Lady 
declared to her, that at her Marriage 
with your Lordſhip, ſhe reſerved a Power 
over her Eſtate, in order the better to 
enable her to act nobly by me, at her 
Death. Now, your Lordſhip muſt know, 
whether her Ladyſhip left any Will be- 
hind her, and if ſhe did, and I am therein 
diſtinguiſhed by any peculiar Marks, not 
appropriable to a Sanger; her- NEG 
may ſtill be true. 
| Child ſaid the Earl, it muſt bras be 
a Forgery, and ramped u this 
vile Woman, to amuſe; vp, by this 
tiate herſelf to you. I could place no 
in a thouſand» ſack} hearſay: n in 
ſuch a Caſe as this, where ſo valuable a 
Lady's: Me N lay” at Stake 
Your Lord faid Iz; hath heard? 16 
from her own Mouth; and having aſſert· 
ed herſelf to have been pry avi Birth, 
I own, it wrought a Belief in me; eſpe- 
cially, as her Ladyſhip had ever provided 
tor me, and was ſo exceeding fond of me; 


though indeed, only under the Name 
of my Godmother. 

Woman! ſaid the Earl, turning to Mrs. 
Thomas, anſwer me faithfully; was you pre- 
ſent at the Birth of this Lady? I was, my 

mw; 
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Lord, ſaid ſhe, at Labaur, in Languedoc; 
and whatever I have hitherto revealed to 
your Lordſhip, is moſt literally true; as alſo, 
that my Lady always ſaid ſhe would do great 
Things for her Ladyſhip here; nor do 1 
in the leaſt queſtion but ſhe has, did we but 
know with whom it was intruſted ; and 1 
have informed her Ladyſhip, where ] 
judge it to be moſt likely to be placed. 
Name the Perſon, ſaid the Earl; when 
ſhe mentioning Mr. Corbet ; the Earl 
pauſed. | Corbet, ſaid he, ſhe regarded, 
for his Ty and Judgment, in Men 
and Thin well remember; but let 
me tell you, it will be incumbent upon 
you, to make good your All i or 
you ſhall incur 12 Height of. my Dil- 
pleaſure. _ 

I was under ſuch Concern for Mrs. 
T homas, though the Earl made no Altera- 
tion in his Behaviour to me, that I could 
not reſt till I had engaged my Huſband, 
by ſome means or other to find out Cor- 
bet ; which he ſoon becoming as anxious 
for as myſelf, we ſet out for Ht 
1 our SGT: e | 
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REXENEEEEK LXERERERE 


CHAP. XI. 


His Lordi and Biddy go in ſearch of 
Corbet. Find him dying. Scruples to 
deliver without Mrs. Thomas. She ar- 
riues. Corbett delivers Biddy a Caſter. 
Contents unknown. Reflections on Cor- 
bet's Death. Open the Caſket before the 
Earl. Account of its Contents. The 
Earl convinced. Leiter for Biddy. Let- 
ter from 1 7 55 hos rh 
On 78. 21 | 


FTER lan Wetks Search in Li- 
colnſhire, we arrived at our wiſh*d-for 
Por, — the very Criſis of Time for our 

urpoſe. 
Corbet was very nt 1 infirm, 
and had been bed: ridden, thro Cl De- 
cay of Nature, for ſome Mon He 
was then ſo deaf, that we Soak! ſcarce 
make him hear us. He was a Bachelor, 
and had' a Maiden-Siſter, | but 2 Years 
his junior, for his Houſek - who 
having her Intellects in fomew eater 
Degree, (though ſhe was eva, of four- 
ſcore) after almoſt fruitleſs Application to 
the old Gentleman, addreſſing ourſelves 
to her, ſhe no ſooner heard mention of 
Low Betty's: Name, than Nee, . 
8 
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| formerly been a Servant to her Ladyſhip's 


Grandmother, ſhe attended plcaſtnnbly to 
our Errand; and by her Mediation, we 
obtained an Auer from Corbet of what 
we ſought after: For no ſooner was he ap- 
Foun of our Buſineſs, than recollecting 
imſelf, he replied, that he remembered, 
her Ladyſhip not long after her Marriage, 
had depoſited in his Hands a ſmall Caſket, 
which ſhe told him would be demanded 
from him by her God- daughter, 5 
Farmer, after her deceaſe, accordi | 
directions ſhe. ſhould leave behind her for 
that Purpoſe ; and at the ſame time, gave 
him a ſtrict CHEESE, to deliver. It to no 
one but herſelf. 97:10! Ti 
He added, that he; was ; paces 
with: its Contents ; neither would he part 
with it, to any one but her, to whom it 
pas directed; but iſhed: ſne: would come 
fort itz that he! might be diſcharged; of: his 
Truſt before: he died: + I replied; 7 that my 
Name was Bridget Farmer, and that I was 
his Lady's God-daughter; giving him 
abundanee of circumſtantial vidence, of 
the Truth of what. I: alledged; but not 
all I: could ſay, added to his Nord- 
ſhip's Aſſcveration of its Veracity, con 
fo much as procure us a Sight of the De. 
poſit, he perſiſting, that he never would 
produce! it, till he was ſatisfied he could 
deliver it into the identical Hands of 
Bridget Farmer. | Old 
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Old Corbet, appearing ſo peremptory, 
and but little likelihood offering, of his 
holding out for many Days longer; his 
Lordſhip and I were driven to ſuch a Non- 
plus, to find means for his Conviction, 
that we feared we muſt have left our Buſi- 
neſs undone at the laſt, till I bethought 
myſelf, that Mrs. Thomas having lived ſo 
many Years with my Mother, there could 
be little queſtion but Mr. Corbet muſt re- 
member her; ſo that I deſired his Siſter 
to aſk him, if he did not remember Mary 
Lee, who afterwards married Giles Farmer, 
her Ladyſhip's Chairman ? He anſwered, 
very well, and to her Daughter, the Caſket 
was to be delivered, and to her only. 
His Siſter then, at my Requeſt, further 
demanded, if he would deliver it me upon 
her avouching me her Daughter? With- 
out ſcruple, he ſaid: For he, ſhould die 
much more peaceably, ſo ſoon as he ſhould. 
be aſſured his Truſt was duly executed: 
And had he been able, for ſome Years, 
to have reached London, it ſhould never 
have lain in his Hands fo long; For that 
it had ſolely grieved him, to think it 
mi bir poſſibly be wrongly diſpoſed of 
at 8 erke 
No ſooner had we reduced our Matters 
to this Iſſue, than we diſpatched a Meſ- 
ſenger to Mrs. Thomas, . ordering her, 
with all Expedition to attend us at Afford 1 | 


— 
r ] 
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and in order to ſpur her forward: the more 
ſpeedily, we added, that by a Moment's 
unneceſſary Delay, ſhe might arrive too 
late to be ſerviceable to us : For that we 
hourly expected old Corbet's Diſſolution. 
The good Woman, waiting no further 
Argument than our Requeſt ; | hiring a 
Coach-and four, ſet out within an Hour 
after the Receipt of his Lordſhip's Meſ- 
ſage, and was with us at Alford, the ſe- 
cond Evening, as we were expecting 
Corbet's Departure every Moment. His 
Sight was entirely gone, and his Hearing 
had been too weak for our Voices, for the 
whole paſt Day ; notwithſtanding which, 
no ſooner had Mrs. Thomas entered the 
Room, and began upon her Compliments 
to his Lordſhip and me, than Corbet, as if 
aided by more than human Aſſiſtance, 
cried out, What? have you Mrs, Farmer 


there? 


She then taking him by the Hand, and 
aſking how he did; I cannot fee thee, 
Mary, ſaid he; but I am as certain I have 
thee by the Hand, as if I did.-Be quick, 
my Time is ſhort, and long have I waited 
for this Hour.----Tell me then, and tell 
me truly, added he, who. is that Wo- 
man, who fays ſhe is Lord: G. rds. 
Wife? 

She is my Daughter, Biddy Farmer, 
anſwered ſhe ; you knew Giles Farmer, my 

ne 
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late Huſband, Mr. Corbet; and if you 
remember, my Lady was her Godmother, 
and always very kind to her. Good Mrs. 
Farmer, I do remember it well, ſaid the 
old Man. | 0 

Then dictating to his Siſter, from 
whence to fetch the Box, he ordered her 
to bring it to him; and calling to Mrs. 
Thomas, ſpeak to me, Mary, ſaid he, that 
I may know whereabouts you are; which 
the did. Now, take your Daughter's 
Hand, and give it me; ſhe did ſo. When 
having my Right-Hand in his left, he 
with his right, delivered the Caſket into 
mine. Have you faſt Hold of it? 
ſaid he. I replied, yes, Then Heaven 
grant, ſaid he, that I may have made a 
juſt Delivery. Nor have I a further Call 
in Life, than to wiſh you all Comfort 
and Happineſs with your new Acquiſition ; 
for tho' I am ignorant of its Contents, yet, 
from ſeveral Paſſages at the committing it 
to my Charge, I am well aſſured you are 
in the Poſſeſſion of no mean Prize. Then 
turning his Face from us, he ſoon after 
fetched a Sigh, and expired. x 

His Lordſhip, who had been a Spectator 
of this Scene, was ſo delighted at the Ex- 
actneſs and Punctuality of old Corbet's Beha- 
viour, that taking me by the Hand, my 
dear Biddy, ſaid he, Heaven grant my End 
to be like this good Man's. With what 

4 4 Calm- 
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Calmneſs and Compoſure can this good 


Chr/tian, having compleated the Buſineſs 
allotted him in Life, lay it down for a glo- 


rious Eternity ? What a bleſſed thing is it, 


at the latter End of the Day, to be able 
to ſay without Dread or Trembling, my 
Courſe is run;—my Toil is ended; —[ 
have nothing more to care for here.—[ 
can go to reſtt foreyer. 

How widely different, think you, are 
the Sentiments of Stringer, and his 
Aſſociates, who in the Anguiſh of their 
Souls, cannot but ſay, we have. travelled 
in a wrong Track, we have been an Of- 
fence to Mankind, a Goad to ourſelves, 
and want ſtill more Time to retravel the 
By-paths we have wandered in; but the 
farther we proceed, the more are we en- 
tangled; nor can our Conſciences be at 
reſt, or our Souls depart in Peace; but 
when the final Separation comes muſt be 
from us, not in gentle Breathings, 
but in unutterable Groanings. | 

His Lordſhip was for opening the Caſ- 
ket at once; but I, who had his Father's 
good Opinion at Heart, beyond any Profit 
that might redound to me from its Con- 
tents, being inclinable to force the 
Locks, only in his Prefence, that he might 
not have the leaſt Cauſe to ſurmiſe a De- 
ceit, whatever ſhould be found in it; his 
Lordſhip acquieſced : For I added, that 

now 
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now it was in our own Power, a few Days 
more or leſs could be of no material Sig- 
nification to us, who had already been to 
long deprived of it. | 

The Earl, our Father, who had abun- 
dantly wondered at our Stay, and had 
with longing Impatience waited to fee 
what we had made of our Journey; tho' 
he expected no leſs than that we had been 
upon a wild-gooſe Chace, received us moſt 
lovingly ; when obſerving our Treaſure 
under my Huſband's Arm, what have we 
here, Son? ſaid he; his Lordſhip replied, 
we had hitherto reſerved that as a Secret, 
even from ourſelves, till a full Diſcovery 
ſhould be made in your Lordſhip's Preſence. 

In ſhort, but few more Words paſſed 
between us, before we fell to work 
with the Caſket ; but it being ſecured by 
two Locks, and the Earl ſaying, he was 
{ure he had before ſeen it, and that if it 
ever was his late Wife's, he muſt be pre- 
ſumed to have the' Keys belonging'to it, 
in a Bunch of her late Ladyſhips, in 
her Cabinet, into which he had fearce 
ever looked further than to have diſco- 
vered that many-ſuch were there; we all 
aſcended into her Ladyſhip's Dreſſing- 
room, where it ſtood; and after making 
a few Experiments, ſoon found which 

was for our Purpoſe. | | | 


Vol. l. I. 1 Wy 1 
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1 would have had the Earl to have 
opened it, but he recommended that Office 
to his Lordſhip, who conſigned it over 
to me, as it was to me, he ſaid, that it 
was directed: So taking it into my Lap, 
J unlocked it. 7 

My Heart beat ſo violently as I was 


lifting up the Cover of this little Repoſi- 


tory, that I was ready to die away; and 
hundreds of tranſient Surmiſes flaſhed 
thro! my Mind, which immediately va- 
niſhing, gave Place to. others ready to 
intrude themſelves upon me; which as 
ſoon alſo diſappeared; till the Contents, 
unfolding themſelves gradually to view, 
collected my Thoughts wholly upon the 
Individuals, as they ſeverally preſented 
to us. 

Firſt a Covering of green Velvet, which 
over-ſpread the Whole Surface, claimed a 
Removal; to which ſucceeded a Layer of 
fine Cotton; but we had no ſooner diſ- 
placed this than a moſt exquiſitely chaſed 
Gold Watch, ſet with Diamonds, diſ- 
played its Charms, to the Admiration of 


cach Eye preſent. We looked upon each 


other, and again upon that, as if pur- 
poſely combining not to moleſt it; for 
not one of us had as yet extended a Finger 
towards it; till taking it into my Hand, 
and ſurveying it, I preſented it to my Fa- 
ther, who having curſorily ſurrounded 4 
wi 
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with his Eye, delivered it to his Son, 
who was juſt laying it by, when his Lord- 
ſhip obſerving two very ſmall Pictures of 
a Lady and a Gentleman, enamelled, 
hanging to the Chain,' and commending 
the Workmaaſhip, ſaid, that ſurely the 
Lady's, muſt have been drawn for her 
late Ladyſhip ; and telling the Earl, that 
in his Life he had never beheld ſo well ex- 
ecuted a Piece till then, his Father, with 
his Spectacles examining it very accu- 
rately, declared it to be his Wife; bur 
wondered that he ſhould never have ſeen 
it deere ine ee fy ee 

Then taking a View of the Gentleman's 
Picture, his Countenance changed, his 
Eyebrows contracted, and his Lips roſe, 
till looking hard at me, then at the Pic- 
ture, and again wiſhfully at me, — Biddy, 
my dear Child, ſaid he, Mrs. Thomas's 
Story is true. I am now Joyfully con- 
vinced of it, unleſs yourſelt fat” for this 
Picture.—This Face, my Dear, ſaid he, 
is thine, arid thine, this Picture. Tt is m 
Lord Duke's. —-I knew. him well; nor 
breathed a finer Gentleman on Earth. 
Thou art his Daughter; but I could have 
wiſhed it had not been by thy Mother. 

I burſt into Tears, ready to have bro- 
ken my Heart. — What aileth thee," my 
Dear? ſaid the Earl. Thou couldſt not 
have choſen. a more acceptable Father to 
2 L 2 me, 
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me, why weepeſt thou then? O ! my dear 
Lord, ſaid I, it is not for, that his. Grace 
was my F ather. bur leſt my Birth reflect- 
ing on your Lady, ſhould — an Abate- 
ment of your Regard for me, which J 
prize at ſo ineſtimable a Rate as not to 
part with for the whole Globe. 

The Earl then claſping me to his Breaſt, 
thy Virtues, Child, ſaid he, are perſonal, 
and mult for ever conjoin my Affection to 
thee ; nor can any unguarded Failing of 
thy Mother diſlodge thee from my Heart. 
No, my Dear, ſince. thy Birth was thus, 
it proves the higheſt Satisfaction to me 
that thou art the Iſſue of ſo good a 
Woman; for however ſne might have 
been overtaken, it was long before 


ſhe was my Wife; and ſince. that, my 


own Heart vouches for her Honour and 
Conſtancy. to my. Bed. The beſt of us 
are ſubject to Failings, and Mrs. Thomas 
has in a great Meaſure made me ealy, as to 
thoſe of thy Mother. 

All my Fears being baniſhed, we laid 
aſide the Watch, and diſplacing of the 
Cotton it had been bedded in, we extracted 
three black Caſes of exceeding, fine Jewels, 
of different Sorts, but ſet in an old faſhioned 
Manner, and probably were my Great- 


. Grandmothers ; but we eſtimated them at 


a vaſt Value; and under theſe lay a Fam 
directed to Miſs * Rund 2 IN 
en 
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When each of us had read over the Super- 
ſcription, as if by ſudden Impulſe, we de- 
livered it round from one to the other, ſe- 
veral Times, befbre either of us offered at 
a Breach of the Seal, till after each of us 
had for a Time Uiſcanted upon its ſuppoſed 
Contents, I delivered it to my Father, at 
the ſame Time declaring, that fince he 
was ſo good as to impute no Blame to me, 
nor to flacken his Eſteem for me, by Rea- 
ſon of any Tranſaction of my Parents, 1 


was perfectly eaſy as to its Contents, let 
them be what they would. 


"The Earl then — the Seal, be- 
S | 


10 dre eb * 
When you Thall lay this before 1 
in me mu muſt Neal your Mother. It 
will be too late for 115 at To read- 
ing this, to A Covering f -4 

Shame, if Shame it could be to 
loved, and been beloved, by the ſole Mir- 
rour of Perfection in his Age. Nature 
was not on profuſe to him in the Forma-- 
* of his Perſon; Bit in every Endow- 


nt of — Mind, Art Had: oüͤtdone its 
— 
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in the Acceptation ef Mankind, had not 
the unreaſonable and unmeaning Laws of 
my Country prevented our Ufien in Wed- 
"SE WP lock. 
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lock. — I need not, . ſurely, tell thee I mean 
with his Grace the Duke of R——g+, 

Charge me not my Daughter. with . 
vity, but Love; ſuch. Love, as we not 
being able. to make Proviſion. for in the 
honourable Way, we. both choſe, at Length 
ſubjected us to a Breach of Duty. our Na- 
tures, ſtill abhorrent of a deliberate Crime, 
would have ſtarted at the Commiſſion of, 
had any juſt Impediment intervened to 
have obligated our Conſciences to the 
contra 

Thou, deareſt Offspring of my Virgin 
Affection, ſhould eyer my good Lord at- 
tain to the Knowledge of my Failing, aſ- 
ſure him, that being his, my Heart had 
never erred. Claim his Protection to thy- 
ſelf; and as the Parchment which ſup- 
ports this will ſufficiently enrich thee, if 
thy other good Qualities can but aim at 
equaling Lord G rds, make it my dy- 
ing Requeſt to my ever honoured Lord, 
that he will make you one. 

I am ſenſible I touch a String * may 
jar; but my laſt Prayer to Heaven will 
be thy Proſperity; and that, if poſſible, in 
the Manner I have hinted. Nay, IL am 10 
ſecure in Lord  G---r--- 5 honeſt Heart 
and Gentleneſs of Diſpoſition, that failing 
of my Wiſhes with him, will, in my Opt- 
nion, qi + Pe: to Py Wedlos with 
any other Man. RE | 
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I leave you, Child, to the Guidance of 
Providence and your own Virtues. Now, 
no more, Your affectionate Mother, 
This Epiſtle being ended, we hung our 
Heads, waiting whoſe Tongue ſhould firſt 
move in Condemnation or Approval of what 
we had heard, when the Earl applying to 
his Son, Lord G. r- d, ſaid he, why ſo 
ſcrious? declare yourſelf upon the Subject 
of this Letter before us. 

My Lord, ſaid my Huſband, it would 
ill become me to comment upon what ſo 
nearly concerns your Lordſhip, till I ſhall 
firſt be warranted from your Sentiments. 
As for my own Part my Thoughts are 
ready collected, and wait but Utterance; 
neither have I the leaſt Diſpute with my- 
ſelf that I ſhall ever ſee Reaſon to alter 
them, wherefore I ſhall be glad to hear 
that your 1ordſhip's accord to them. 

My Opinion, ſaid the Earl, will waſte 
little Time in delivering: for tho? it might 
have pleaſed me better that my Daughter's 
Mother had not proved my Wife, yet I am 
ſo well fatisfied that the Changes in my 
Family, - and. the Oppoſition my Views 


have met with, muſt have been conducted 


by a more penetrating Wiſdom than I can 
boaſt, that I am clearly convinced, all has 
befallen us more advantageouſly than my 

Forecaſt could have determined it; and 
| 1 | my 
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my dear Children, let me affure you both, 
that her deceaſed Ladyſhip's Memory will 
ever be ſo much the dearer to me, by how 
much her Penetration could foreſee, that 
neither my Son or her Daughter could 
have been ſo well qualified for rendering 
any others happy as themſelves; but let 
us not dwell too long upon this; let us 
examine and ſee what Fruits the Parch- 
ment will yield us. 

His Lordſhip then unfolding, read it 
over to us, wherein her Ladyſhip had 
given to me all her mon Fortune, to 
the Amount of an hundred and forty thou- 
ſand Pounds, and about thirteen thouſand 
Pounds a Year ; and by a ſubſequent Writ- 
ing incloſed, ſhe declared, that in Caſe I 
ſhould die without Iſſue, all the real Eſtate 
was to go to Lord G—r—d; and this lat- 
ter ſhe charged with the Payment of a thou- 
ſand Pounds in Money, and forty Pounds 
a Year to Mrs. Thomas, and ſome few oth 
ſmall Donations to her Servants. | 

Thus being arrived to a Certainty who 
I was, and to the Title of a vaſt Fortune, 
my Father-in-Law, had no further Occa- 
fion to be aſhamed of my Alliance. 

Had this Diſcovery happened before the 
Earl's thorough Reconcihation to us, it 
might have had much worſe Effects ; for 
it would then have ſtripped him of Part 
of his gayeſt Plumes, but now 1t was 


parted 


F 
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parted with under all the Pleaſure imagin- 
able, neither Side much concerning our- 
ſelves, who had the Reputation of it; for 
tho' the Earl, till his Death, was at every 
Family-Expence, both for himſelf and us, 
yet to a By- ſtander, he would have ap- 

eared in no better Ligne than that w_ a 
Boarder with us. 

The Serenity of that Calm which we 
had enjoyed for near three Years, - was 
greatly interrupted, as to his Lordſhip 
and myſelf, by a Letter we received from 
Stringer in his Confinement; which, with 
many others having reſerved, 1 ſhall Herd 
give it my Reader verbatim. | 


, Sur red, Lord, 
yo "OUR former Self, but fince* your bit- 
tereſt Enemy, moſt deſervedly labour 
ing under the Weight of your Lordfhip's 
Diſpleaſure, beſet with every deſtructive 
Horror, that either can affe& the human 
Syſtem with-Woe, or agonize the Soul in 
moſt penitent Manner, humbly implores 
your Lordſhip's Clemency to himſelf and 
his Fellow-fufferers, till remaining in a 
frightful Durance, fach of us, I mean, as 
are yet alive; for one of us, the eldeſt, 
hath given us occaſion to envy him the 
happy Stroke of. Death,” which „a 
Wirhärwwn bim to 7 Parent Earth Hh 
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releaſed him from a far more wretched 
Confinement. 

Let not your Lordſhip's Indignation 
rage for ever, againſt the unworthy Ob- 
jects of your Commiſeration; but as Crea- 
tures beneath your Lordſhip's Regard for 
Puniſhment, eaſe, O] eaſe our grinding 
Anguiſh. We crave but the Freedom of 
the Air; that common Bounty of Hea- 
ven, to its worſt of Creatures; but when 
we reflect upon our Villainy, how can I. in. 
treat your Lordſhip for it. 

The more I conſider your Lordſhip" $ 
paſt Benevolence to me, the more aggra- 
vated my Crimes appear; till riſing to my 
View in the moſt baneful Garb, far loath- 
ſomer than any other Imagination can poſ- 
fibly paint them; deſpairing of your Pity, 
Jam overwhelmed with Miſery. 

My good Lord, how terrible a Shock 
muſt it prove to the human Faculties, to 
conſider they have been exerciſed in Vil- 
lainy beyond a Poſſibility of Retribution! 
O] were it but to be compaſſed, that I 
could avoid myſelf, my own Heart, my 
own Conſcience, there might ſtill be Hope. 
---Hope !- ſaid I?---O! Hope, thou ons 
Balſam to a feſtering Conſcience, eſſed 


of thee, . my Portion might be ſtill tole- 
rable; but doomed to perpetual Abſence 
of every gladſome future Expectation, 
T' n 

| 4 


though ever ſo remote, I am ſu 
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the brutal Generation, who, though they 
hope no good, yet dread no Ill; how far 
beneath theſe then is my Condition, hoping 
no Joy, with every Ill to fear. 

What worſe can Hell produce, than 
hopeleſs, endleſs Pain? Self- exiſting, ever 
freſh, renewed each Moment, not ſpent 
by Time, nor flows it by Succeſſion? but 
ever is, one eternal Amplitude of Woe. 
Even Change of Horrors, rolling in Pro- 
greſſion, would miniſter ſome Eaſe by 
Removal; but mine, like veſtal Flames, 
are ever compleat, themſelves; their 
Source, they burn without Remiſſion. 

Whilſt I am writing this, my Lord, I 
retort upon myſelf, from the Fund of my 
own Experience in Men and Things, that 
my Petition muſt be vain; but when I 
return to myſelf, and reflect, that I am 
writing to your Lordſhip, ſo great a Stran- 
ger to the general Ways of Reſentment, 
what can I not conceive from your Gene- 
rolity ?. till weighing my own Enormities, 
too rank for even the Clemency of Hea- 
ven itſelf, theſe overbalancing the Beam, 
J loſe; all footing on your Forgiveneſs.--- 
It cannot be. TIl urge no more.---Ano- 


ther State ,makes at leaſt an Alteration of 
Torments, and any Change mult be pre- 
ferable to the Hell at. preſent. within me. 
Wherefore, my dear Lord, adieu; before 
this may gain the Favour of your aeg 
JM R chi 
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think] the wretched Stringer may be no 


more. Lift, without Fope, by vg; 
Death to me. 
My ever injured Lord, © 
in pity remember 
1 STRINGER. 
This Epiſtle, fraught with the blackeſt 
Strokes of Horror and Deſpair, from one 
ſo much formerly cheriſhed in Lord Gs 
Boſom, wrought ſo far upon his Lordſhip 
as to mitigate the Severity of his Jadg- 
ment upon the Criminals'; he called to 
mind former Paſſages of Styinger's Life, 
laeed every Scene in the moſt Placid 
View, and from the Latitude of his 
Thoughts upon human Frailty in general, 
had made ſuch large and favourable Al- 
lowances for Stringer, by firſt bringing to 
account the Violence of His overbeatin 
Paſſion for me, then the ſeaſonable a 
miniſtred to him by the Earl, at a ti 
of his greateſt Extremiry, when deſtitute 
of his wonted Support from his Lordſhip; 
and laſtly, the N 3 ct of a 0 
ture Competency; . 
againſt the ſingle Abe of a Man's 
gent Integrity, he told me, that fhöcking 
as Stringer's "Haut had deen, it was his 
Opinion, all Circumſtances conſidered, 
that he was not the only Man who might 
have run ſuch Length, under the 5 
xi- 
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Exigencies; or, at leaſt, he was inclinable 
to believe he had ſufficiently ſmarted for 
his Villainy, and was then truly repen- 
tant; but what weighed the moſt with 
him, he ſaid, for Lenity, was, that Pro- 
vidence having ſo benignly interpoſed in 
favour of us, who undoubtedly were 
greater Offenders with regard to it, than 
the vileſt of our Fellow - creatures could 
prove to us, we - ought, in Imitation of 
that Example, to extend our Benevolence 
likewiſe to them, ſo far as our Sphere for 
Action would reach to; and that, for his 
Part, though he had been ſo great a Suf- 
ferer by Stringer's Means, yet, as his Af- 
fliction had not been perpetual, ſo neither 
ought- Stringer's to be; and then deſired 
me, if I ſuſpected bis Opinion of Erron, 
to = arm n104 BR OY 1 e 
ever dear Lord, 

1 muſt confeſs, . that e Abitement: of: 
your rigorous Doom againſt Stringer and: 
his Accom lices, was one of the laſt: 
Things in Life that I ſuſpected, yet, un- 
der the F orce of your Lordſhip's Reaſon- 
fag to Which I entirely ſubmit myſelf, 
far be it from me to. diſagree with you. 
No, my Lords. youn Will hath ever 
hitherto been mine; nor ſhall any private 
Reſentment of my own, create the leaſt 
Jarring in our, future Sentiments ; but 
till, my Lord, Permit me to prog a 
11 4 tep 


r 
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Step further, nor will I, unjuſtly, take all 
Merit to myſelf, of Compliance only with 
your Pleaſure ; for I flatter myſelf too 
much, upon the natural Concurrence of 
my Sentiments with thoſe of your Lord- 
ſhip, to forfeit the good Opinion I may 
have of myſelf on that Account, for any 
momentary Praiſe, to be acquired from an 
uninclined Accordance to you. All my 
Fear is, that their Principles ſhould be ſo 


vitiated, as not to permit them to demean 


themſelves virtuouſly for the future; in 
which caſe, I know not how far yout 
Lordſhip may even become acceſſary to 
thoſe Evils their Devices may bring upon 
others. ny: e ee eee 
Biddy, ſaid his Lordſhip, Mercury, in 
the Mine, unoccupied, though it may 
abound in noxious Particles, which from 
injudicious Management; when expoſed, 
may do infinite Miſchiefs; yet, neither is 
it void of ſuch Principles, as properly 
actuated, prove moſt beneficial 7 So thoſe 


poor Wretches, loaded with the baſe Alloy 


of pernicious Principles, having but the 
Sparks of latent Honeſty inherent, having 
paſſed through the Crucible of Afflictions, 
may ſtill become beneficial Members of 
Society. J e 

I admit, that ſhould they, when 'thro* 
my Licence at Liberty, prove deſtructive” 
to any, though not to my Will, it hay 
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be mediately imputed to me; but ſhould 


only one of them turn out a. valuable 
Member, ſhall I not have the Satisfaction 
of having afforded the Opportunity for it? 
wherefore, upon. all Conſiderations,” I am 
byaſſed to releaſe them. 

His Lordſhip ſhewed the Letter to his 
Father, and at the ſame time informed 
him, of the Reſult of our Conference; 
but the very Name of Stringer was ſo 
odious to him, that though he could not 
condemn - his _ Lordſhip's Charity, be 
begged it might be one of the Conditions 


of his Releaſe, that he. for ever after 
ſhould avoid his Preſence; and to engage 


him the rather to performance, he tranſ- 


mitted him, through his Lordſhip, an 


handſom Donation. 


The limited Space for their Confine- 


ment upon the Perjury, having for ſome 
ſmall Time been expired, they lay now in 
Execution only for the Damages, given 
upon the Conſpiracy; ſo that in order to 
their Diſcharge from that, his Lordſhip 
ſent over his Releaſe; and the Preſents 
from both their Lordſhips, amounted to 
far more, than would clear their Way out 
of the Jail, and fit them our with Ap- 
parrel ; but all came too late, for anſwer- 
ing the Effect intended: For ſome time 
having paſſed in Preparation for this be- 


* 


nevolent Purpoſe, and as I preſume, 


ls Stringer 


- 


— 
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$tringer deſpairing of Mercy, the Meſſen- 
ger upon his Return to us, reported, that 
Player was paſt reaping any Benefit from 
our Clemency, not being judged capable 
of ſurviving many Hours. That Stringer, 
ſoon after writing to his Lordſhip, had in 
a Fit of Deſpondency hanged himſelf; and 
that Eſther, having for a long time loft 
- all uſe of her Senſes, was become the 
moſt miſerable Spectacle breathing; nor 
was it at all probable, ſhe. could live a 
Month to an enc. 

The Earl ſurvived the Birth of my 
ſeventh Child, and at his Death, was ſuc- 
ceeded in Honours by my dear Lord, to 
whom alſo, he gave all ſuch Parts of his 
Eſtate, as could anyways be ſpared from 
his younger Children. 
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